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COINS FROM THE AL-WATA QUARTER, SAFED (ZEFAT)

ARIEL BERMAN

The 2002 excavations in the Haret al-Wata
quarter, Safed (Zefat) yielded a few out-of-
context finds: a Late Roman coin from the
fourth century (Cat. No. 1), a Fatimid silver
coin from the eleventh century (Cat. No. 2),
and a single Ayyiibid copper coin from the
end of the twelfth century (Cat. No. 3). More
important for the dating of the site are a small
number of coins from the Mamlik and Ottoman
periods (see Cohen, this volume).

The Mamliik Period

Seven copper fuliis (Cat. Nos. 3—10), minted at
Dimashq and Iskandariya, represent the main
Mamliik period of the site, apparently spanning
about two centuries, from the thirteenth up to
the fifteenth centuries. However, recirculation
of old copper fuliis in the market was common
during the Mamltik period, and this phenomenon
should be taken into consideration, as it may
reduce significantly the duration of this phase
at the site.

The Ottoman Period

Five copper manghir (Cat. Nos. 11-15), minted
at Dimashq and Egypt in the sixteenth century,
represent a relatively short phase during the
early Ottoman period.

CATALOGUE

1. Reg. No. 1036, L26, IAA 99977.
Fourth century CE.

Obv.: Bust .

Rev.: Effaced.

1.60 g, 13 mm.

2. Reg. No. 1013, L11, IAA 99967.
Eleventh century CE.

Effaced on both sides.

R fraction of dirham, 0.57 g, 15 mm.

3. Reg. No. 1040, L24, IAA 99974.

Al-"Aziz 1 “Uthman Abi ’l-Fath ‘Imad al-Din,
Dimashq, AH 594/1197/8 CE.

Obv.: | W) 3 3l / (aie

Rev.:: s/ »aldll dlld) 4y / Cipus

Z fals, 0.57 g, 15 mm.

Cf. Balog 1980:112, No. 222.

4. Reg. No. 1065, L37, IAA 99980.

Al-Ashraf Khalil Salah al-Din (AH 689—
693/1290-1293 CE), Dimashgq.

Obv.: (sl z3ka [--]

Rev.: /[ ¢l Laall

£ fals, 1.00 g, 17 mm.

Cf. Balog 1970:128, No. 154A.

5. Reg. No. 1045, L25, IAA 99976.

Al-‘Adil Kitbugha Zayn al-Din (AH 694—
696/1294—-1296 CE), Dimashq.

Obv.: [l ()] / Al / ekl

Rev.: [ @ pa] / GuiS[/ gl 5]

£ fals, 1.05 g, 15 mm.

Cf. Balog 1970:129, No. 160.

6. Reg. No. 1022, L11, TAA 99970.

Al-Manstr Abli Bakr Sayf al-Din (AH 741-
742/1341 CE), Dimashg.

Obv.: within hexagram: G ))y/ 4w / [---]

Rev.: within hexagram: 2/ 3dw/ @ pa /@

& fals, 3.80 g, 18 mm.

Cf. Balog 1964:164—-165, Nos. 267-268.
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7. Reg. No. 1018, L11, IAA 99969.
Al-Muzaffar Hajji II Salah al-Din, Dimashgq,
AH 791/1389 CE.

Oby.: Wl [---] / glalidl / ) seaiall

Rev.: Hexagram.

& fals, 2.05 g, 14 x 17 mm. Double struck.
Cf. Balog 1964:246, No. 532.

8. Reg. No. 1024, L.22, IAA 99973.

Al-Zahir Barqiiq Sayf al-Din, 2nd reign (AH
792-801/1390-1399 CE), Iskandariya.

Obv.: Effaced.

Rev.: 4,/ 38w/ [ _a]

£ fals,3.24 g, 15 x 18 mm.

Cf. Balog 1964:265, Nos. 586—587.

9. Reg. No. 1011, L12, IAA 99971.
End of fifteenth century CE.

Obv.: [---] /] Sdalull

Rev.: Effaced.

A fals, 3.12 g, 17 x 20 mm.

10. Reg. No. 1051, L31, IAA 99979.
Fifteenth century CE.

Effaced on both sides.

£ fals, 1.93 g, 15 mm.

11. Reg. No. 1016, L15, IAA 99972.
Sulayman I (AH 926-974/1520-1566 CE),
Misr al-Mahrusa.

Obv.: % s mdll [ [ pan (A] [ @i [o_pal
Rev.: Arabesque ornament.

A& manghir, 5.66 g, 16 mm.

Cf. Valentine 1911:30, No. 8.

12. Reg. No. 1017, L11, TAA 99968.

Selim II (AH 974-982/1566-1574 CE),
Dimashgq.

Obv.: [Oesls 02 ]/ ol Gl

Rev.: 34w/ @ pa

& manghir, 0.86 g, 12 mm.

13. Reg. No. 1047, L29, IAA 99978.
Sixteenth century CE, Dimashq?
Obv.: Illegible.

Rev.: [---] e 3=

& manghir, 1.20 g, 15 mm.

14. Reg. No. 1067, L37, IAA 99981.
Sixteenth century CE.

Obv.: Illegible.

Rev.: Within linear square palm branch.
& manghir, 0.95 g, 16 mm.

15. Reg. No. 1040, L24, TAA 99975.
Sixteenth century CE, Misr.

Obv.: [---] Lo paa [/ i /6 pal je
Rev.: Eight-petaled rosettes.

& manghir, 1.17 g, 13 mm.
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