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A CHURCH AND VILLAGE REMAINS FROM THE BYZANTINE PERIOD AT
PARDESSIYA IN THE SHARON

ETAN AYALON
(Pp. 67-89)

The Pardessiya site is located in the heart of the
Sharon plain, south of Sharon Junction (Beit
Lid) (map ref. NIG 2402-4/6407-13, OIG
1902-4/1407-13; Figs. 1, 2). In a salvage
excavation conducted at the site prior to the
construction of a residential neighborhood,
remains of an ancient village, which had
previously been severely damaged by
development operations, were unearthed.
The remains are approximately 100 dunams
in area (25 acres) and most of its findings
were from the fourth to the seventh or eighth
centuries CE. Examination of the site revealed

remains of buildings and installations, such as a
church, an oil press, a winepress, kilns or glass
ovens, cisterns, and a well. The finds included
industrial waste from a workshop that produced
glass vessels.

The main building excavated is a church
(Stratum II; Fig. 3; Plan 1), erected in the
fifth or sixth century CE, which was better
preserved than the other structures. The church
is of solid stone construction and is divided into
the usual three sections, although it lacks the
semicircular apse. It was adorned with colored
mosaic floors, mainly with images of flowers,
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some of which were cross-shaped (Figs. 10—
12), and a partly preserved Greek inscription.
Marble panels, some of them from the chancel,
were also found (Fig. 9). A stone-lined tomb
was in the southeastern room (Fig. 4).

In the seventh century CE, apparently after
either the Persian or the Muslim conquest, the
church became an olive oil plant which included
a crushing mill (only the base was preserved),
two pressing installations of the lever-and-
screw type and oil storage facilities—plastered
vats and dolia (Stratum I; Fig. 5). Later, two
limekilns were built (Stratum Ib; Fig. 7).

Surprisingly, only relatively few Christian
sites have been discovered to date in the Sharon
plain (Fig. 18). Churches were unearthed at
Caesarea, Crocodilonpolis, Apollonia and
Bahan, and indirect evidence (e.g., crosses)
was found at a small number of other sites. It
is entirely possible that the Christian incursion
into the Sharon region (even after the damage
to Samaritan communities following their
rebellions against Byzantine rule) was less
than previously estimated. The Pardessiya
site contributes further data to our existing
knowledge on the subject.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Location map of the site remains.
Fig. 2. The site and the church: aerial view
during the excavation, looking northwest.

Fig. 3. The church: aerial view, looking west; at
top—the winepress and screw base.

Plan 1. Strata I1-1.

Fig. 4. The church, Room 11, looking south;
Tomb 28 in the center surrounded by marble
slabs in secondary use.

Fig. 5. The oil press, the press-bed and collecting
vat of the northern installation, looking north.
Fig. 6. Vats 29 (front) and 21 (back), looking
east; to left—Pavement 24.

Fig. 7. Limekiln 13 fronted by a marble slab,
looking east.

Fig. 8. Well (LS; front) and cistern (L32; back),
looking southwest.

Plan 2. Installation 31.

Fig. 9. The church: marble objects.

Fig. 10. Mosaic with an inscription within a
medallion, looking east.

Fig. 11. Mosaic with floral decoration in Room
12, looking south.

Fig. 12. Mosaic in corner of Room 14, looking
south.

Fig. 13. Finds from Stratum II.

Fig. 14. First century CE coin with Tenth
Legion impression.

Fig. 15. Finds from Stratum I.

Fig. 16. Finds from Stratum I: above L24 and
from Winepress 6.

Fig. 17. Finds from surface layer.

Fig. 18. Christian sites from the Byzantine
period in the Sharon plain.
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