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A CEMETERY, A QUARRY AND REMAINS OF A CHURCH
AT KETEF HINNOM, JERUSALEM

RINA AVNER AND YEHIEL ZELINGER
(Pp. 23%-53%)

Ketef Hinnom is located on the eastern slope
of a hill 736 m above sea level, overlooking
Mount Zion to the east (Figs. 1, 2; Plan 1).
Previous excavations at the site (Barkay 1994;
1995) exposed the remains of burial caves
from Iron Age II and the Persian period, some
of which were reused during the Late Roman
period. During the Second Temple period, the
area was exploited as a quarry, and later, during
the Late Roman period, for burial. The Roman-
period burials consisted of rock-hewn troughs,
some of which held evidence for cremation—
the cremated ashes were collected and placed
in either cooking pots or jars. Barkay also
excavated the remains of a large Christian
basilica (45 x 25 m; Plan 1) with a central apse
in the east. Barkay proposed to reconstruct
the apse between two auxilliary rooms. He
identified the church with the “Church of St.
George outside the walls”, mentioned in the
Commemoratorium (written in around 808 CE).
The results of the new excavations are largely
consistent with the finds uncovered by Barkay.
They revealed the remains of two burial caves
from Iron Age II (Plan 2), which were destroyed
by quarrying activity during the Second Temple
period (Figs. 3—-5; Plan 3). A cosmetics bowl
(Fig. 18) is a special and previously unknown
find; according to Baruch Brandl (pers. comm.),
it was brought to Jerusalem by Israelite
refugees before Nebuchadnezzar’s conquest of
the city. The excavation also revealed a Late
Roman-period cemetery (Figs. 7, 8; Plans 5-9)
and additional cremated burials (Fig. 6), which
are attributed to the pagan population living in
Jerusalem after the fall of the Second Temple.
The architectural finds from the Byzantine
period (Figs. 9-12) confirmed the identification
of the auxiliary rooms next to the apse,
following Barkay’s suggestion. However, based

on the numismatic finds from both the recent
excavations and those of Barkay (see Ariel, this
volume), which do not include coins from the
mid-seventh century CE, the Byzantine church
at Ketef Hinnom should not be identified with
the “Church of St. George outside the walls”.
The finds include pottery dating to Iron II,
the Persian and early Hellenistic periods (Fig.
13), the Early Roman period (Fig. 14). and the
Late Roman—Byzantine periods (Figs. 15-17).
Other small finds are presented in Figs. 18, 19.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Location map.

Fig. 2. Area prior to the excavation, general
view looking southwest.

Plan 1. Plan of the new excavation and Barkay’s
excavations.

Plan 2. Plan of the excavation.

Fig. 3. The quarry, looking southwest.

Fig. 4. Partially quarried-out stone, looking
west.

Fig. 5. Part of a courtyard-type quarry, looking
east.

Plan 3. Area M.

Fig. 6. Cremation burial (L554), looking east.
Fig. 7. Hewn shaft grave with two troughs at
bottom (L575/576), looking west.

Plan 4. Hewn shaft grave (L575, 576), plan and
section.

Fig. 8. Four shaft graves lined with stone,
looking northeast; from right to left: L600,
L596, L581, L586.

Plan 5. Stone-lined shaft grave (L585, L584),
plan and section.

Plan 6. Grave L581, plan and sections.

Plan 7. Grave L577, plan and sections.

Plan 8. Grave L.596, plan and sections.

Plan 9. Grave L600, plan and sections.
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Fig. 9. Wall 4, looking east.

Fig. 10. A Byzantine plastered installation
(L529), looking west.

Fig. 11. A Byzantine installation (L592), built
over stone-lined shaft graves from the Late
Roman period, looking south.

Fig. 12. Byzantine-period walls, looking
northwest: lower right, W105, to left, W100,
and above them, W103.

Fig. 13. Pottery from Iron Age II, and from the
Persian and Hellenistic periods.

Fig. 14. Pottery from the Early Roman period.
Fig. 15. Pottery from the Late Roman and
Byzantine periods.

Fig. 16. Pottery from the Late Roman and
Byzantine periods.

Fig. 17. Oil lamps from the Late Roman and
Byzantine periods.

Fig. 18. Stone bowl (L1018, B9138).

Fig. 19. Miscellaneous.
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