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SUMMARIES OF THE HEBREW SECTION

A TOMB FROM THE EARLY BRONZE AGE [ AND THE
INTERMEDIATE BRONZE AGE AT AZOR

ELI YANNAI
(Pp. 1*-8%)

In 1975, David Davis carried out a salvage
excavation in a tomb at Azor, one of scores
of tombs that were excavated in the cemetery
at the site (Fig. 1). The earliest burials in the
cemetery are from the Chalcolithic period. The
cemetery remained in use through the Early
Bronze Age I, but most of the tombs are from
the Intermediate Bronze Age.

THE EXCAVATION

An entrance shaft led to the tomb (depth 1 m;
Plan 1). The shaft was partially destroyed, and
it was therefore not possible to reconstruct its
outline or size. A round entrance (diam. 0.5 m)
at the bottom of the shaft, in its western wall,
led to an oval burial chamber (length 2.9 m,
width 2.1 m, height 1.6 m). The floor of the
shaft and the burial chamber is levelled, and the
ceiling slopes slightly.

The finds in the tomb date to EB I and the
Intermediate Bronze Age. Pottery fragments of
bowls, juglets, and jugs (Fig. 2:1-8), a pierced
lug handle (Fig. 9:2) and a decorated object
(Fig. 10:2) dating to EB I were found only
in the entrance shaft. Pierced lug handles of
this type are not known in Early Bronze Age
assemblages, and the handle may therefore date
to the Chalcolithic period. The pattern on the
decorated object was a geometric net-pattern.

Similar objects are not known in EB I contexts,
and it is therefore difficult to assess if it dates to
EB IB or to the Intermediate Bronze Age.

The finds from the Intermediate Bronze Age
include fragments of bowls, cups, jars and
lamps (Fig. 3:1-9), metal artifacts (Fig. 4:1-3),
a Canaanean blade (Fig. 4:4) and beads (Fig.
4:5, 6).

The tomb is one of a few tens of Intermediate
Bronze Age tombs that were excavated in the
cemetery of Azor. It was probably associated
with a settlement at Tel Azor, which has not
been discovered so far. The shaft tomb is similar
in outline and size to the shaft tombs that were
previously uncovered in the cemetery, and the
range of artifacts is also in line with finds in
other tombs of the period.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. The cemetery at Azor and its surrounding
area.

Plan 1. The tomb, plan and section

Fig. 2. Early Bronze Age pottery (1-9) and a
decorated object (10).

Fig. 3. Pottery from the Intermediate Bronze
Age.

Fig. 4. Metal artifacts, a Canaanean blade and
beads from the Intermediate Bronze Age.
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