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REMAINS FROM THE BYZANTINE, EARLY ISLAMIC, CRUSADER AND
OTTOMAN PERIODS IN THE “GANOR COMPOUND,” YAFO (JAFFA)

ERIOLA JAKOEL
(Pp. 71*-83%)

Extensive archaeological excavations were
conducted between 2004-2008 in the “Ganor
Compound” in Yafo, located on the eastern
fringes of the ancient tell and to the west of
the Flea Market. Unearthed were finds dating
from the Late Bronze Age to the days of the
British Mandate. This excavation (Area E3)
was carried out in May 2009 in the eastern
part of the compound, which borders on the
Flea Market (Fig. 1). The excavation results
are described in accordance with a previously
determined stratigraphy (Table 1).

Based on data from excavations on the tell
and its surroundings, Yafo comprised an upper
and a lower city during various periods. The
civic center was in the upper city, on the tell,
and the lower city was spread out around the
tell, and served as a residential, industrial, and
burial area. The political situation influenced
the geographical boundaries of the lower
city, which expanded in periods of peace and
economic prosperity and contracted in wartime
to around the foot of the tell; sometimes, it was
used only for burial. The nature of Area E3
changed accordingly.

The excavation yielded a Hellenistic bronze
coin (Stratum VIII), a Byzantine occupation
layer (Stratum VI), remains of an Early Islamic
installation (Stratum V), remains of structures
and installations from the Crusader period
(Stratum IV) and foundations of a building
from the Ottoman period (Stratum II). Various
finds were also recovered (Fig. 7), as were
animal bones (Table 2).

The Hellenistic Period (Stratum VIII). A
Hellenistic bronze coin of Ptolemy II is one
of many such coins found in Yafo, indicating

activity in this part of the city at the time (Cat.
No. 1; studied by Robert Kool).

The Byzantine Period (Stratum VI). During this
period, Yafo resumed operation as one of the
major ports in the country, and its economic
status grew. The city was frequently mentioned
in historical sources and described in various
pilgrim journeys. The archaeological finds
attest to the city’s expansion, thus supportng the
historical accounts. The area to the east of the
tell was used for public and industrial activities.
In Sqs E4, E6 and E8, occupation layers were
exposed (L6812, L6813, L6803; Plan 1),
containing potsherds (not illustrated), glass
tesserae and glass industrial waste, pointing to
a local production.

The Islamic Period (Stratum V). At this time,
the city fell into decline, probably since trade
with Europe had ceased. Nevertheless, it served
as the port of Ramla, the provincial capital. The
area to the east of the tell was used for industrial
and agricultural purposes. Excavations in Sq
El exposed part of a square cell (L6800; Fig.
2), probably an installation. Three of its sides
were preserved, and its floor was covered with
hydraulic plaster, suggesting that it held liquids.

The Crusader Period (Stratum IV). Most of
the finds from the excavation date from this
period, when Yafo served as the port of the
capital city of the Kingdom of Jerusalem. The
city was conquered several times during this
period. The archaeological remains attest to the
city’s development and expansion, exhibiting
organized street networks, public buildings and
dwellings, as well as a well-developed industry.
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The area east of the tell was densely populated.
Remains of a structure were uncovered, in which
two architectural phases were identified. Phase 1
was dated to the late eleventh—twelfth centuries
CE, and Phase 2—to the thirteenth century CE.
Sections of walls and floors (Figs. 3—6) belonging
to this building were preserved. The remains
from the current excavation are a continuation
of those exposed in a previous excavation on
Tanhum Street (Fig. 1). Examining the plans of
the two excavations side-by-side, it is possible
to reconstruct a large building that comprised
at least seven rooms (Plan 2): A central hall (4)
flanked by corridors (3, 5), and two symmetrical
chambers next to each corridor (1, 2 to the north,
and 6, 7 to the south). The surviving remains
are probably part of a larger compound—a
spacious dwelling or shops. The buildings and
the installation were destroyed in the thirteenth
century CE and buried under collapsed stones.
The destruction may have been the result of the
Mamluk conquest in 1268 under Sultan Baybars,
who razed the city to the ground and forbade its
settlement.

The Ottoman Period (Stratum II). The town
of Yafo was reoccupied and resettled in the
seventeenth century CE, and by the nineteenth
century, public buildings, hostels, shops and
streets were constructed. In the last quarter of
that century, its status as a fortified city was
officially revoked: its walls were dismantled,

the moat was filled in and the city began
to develop outside its ancient nucleus. The
eastern part of the city became a residential
and commercial area. Remains from the period
were exposed on the eastern side of Sqs E1-
E4, including four pillars aligned on a north—
south axis. These remains may be part of a large
dwelling that was uncovered in the past.

The finds from the excavation included
pottery (see Buchennino and Jakoel, this
volume) and glass (see Gorin-Rosen, this
volume), mainly dating to the Early Islamic and
Crusader periods.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Location map (for the excavation in
Areas A-D, F, see Jakoel and Marcus, this
volume).

Plan 1. Excavation area, plan and sections.
Fig. 2. Installation 6800, looking south.

Fig. 3. Wall 6763, looking east.

Plan 2. Reconstruction of the building based on
finds from this excavation and previous ones.
Fig. 4. Wall 6771, looking north.

Fig. 5. Installation 6789, looking south.

Fig. 6. Wall 6757 and plaster floor (L6765),
looking north.

Fig. 7. Comb (1) and beads (2, 3).

Table 1. The “Ganor Compound” settlement
sequence.

Table 2. Breakdown of domestic animal bones.





