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A SOAP-PRODUCTION FACTORY FROM THE OTTOMAN PERIOD IN
SUQ AL-FAKHIR, THE OLD CITY OF JERUSALEM

TAWFIQ DA‘ADLI
(Pp. 119-138)

Khan al-zayt, Bab Khan al-zayt and Stiq Bab
Khan al-zayt are all different names for one
of the OId City of Jerusalem’s most important
markets. Present-day Stiq Khan al-zayt crosses
Jerusalem’s Old City from north to south. It
begins near Bab al-‘Amiid (Damascus Gate)
and ends at the beginning of Suqg al-‘Atarin
(the spice-sellers’ market), the central of three
parallel markets. A salvage excavation was
conducted in the winter of 2003 in one of the
market stores belonging to the al-Qaluti family,
located next to the Seventh Station of the
Cross on the Via Dolorosa (Fig. 1). Prior to the
excavations, soil was removed by mechanical
means, without archaeological supervision.
The soil removal, which in some places reached
a depth of 3 m below street level, destroyed the
archaeological strata, leaving cross-sections
showing traces of the destroyed remains. The
excavation revealed four main phases.

Phase A. In the final phase, before the store
was purchased by the al-Qaluti family, the
interior was used to market household wares.
Beneath the floor level, a thick fill was exposed
covering all the underlying remains that had in
effect raised the floor of the hall to the current
street level. Based on the pottery finds from
the fill (Figs. 10—12), the interior was probably
converted into a store as early as the Late
Ottoman period, sometime in the seventeenth—
eighteenth centuries CE.

Phase B. It was probably during this phase that
the hall, where the excavations were carried
out (Fig. 2), was constructed, according to the
fifteenth-century historian Mujir al-Din (see
discussion, below). The hall consists of three
pairs of parallel pillars (Plan 1): an eastern pair

(P1, P6), facing the market and constructed of
ashlars, a central pair (P2, P5) founded on large
fieldstones, and a western pair (P3, P4).

A series of installations had been constructed
inside the hall, some sunk below the level of
the pillars and extending as far down as the
foundations of the pillars, and some built at the
same level as the pillars themselves. Some of the
installations are coated with hydraulic plaster
(L121-126; Figs. 3, 4). Other installations were
identified as ovens, rounded and constructed of
fieldstones cemented with brown mortar (L119,
L120; Figs. 5, 6). One oven (L119) had a stoke-
hole for adding fuel and was divided into two
parts: a vaulted-roof oven in the lower part, and
an open vat (pool) in the upper part (Fig. 7). The
other installation (L120) did not have its own
oven but was used to boil up liquids, utilizing
the heat from the adjacent furnace (Fig. 7).

The installations were probably used to
manufacture soap, with the ovens and the vats
used to boil up oil in the process. They may have
been part of the soap-manufacturing factory
referred to in a description by the fifteenth-
century historian Mujir al-Din al-‘ulaym:

“Along Wadi al-tawahin [modern Ha-Gai

Street] is the Al-‘Awanima neighborhood...

and parallel to it in the west is ‘Agabat al-

Zahiriyya... and on the southern side of al-

Zahiriyya is a road called ‘Aqabat al-Stidan,

which also has an alley leading off its north

side known as Qanatir Khdir and at the end of
the street to the west is Siiq al-Fakhir, named
after Fakhir al-Din, owner of al-madrasa al-

Fakhiriyya, where there is a masbana [soap-

factory] where sabiin [soap] is made. Close

to the al-Fakhir market, from the west to the
north, is the Banl mura quarter.” (Mujir al-

Din, Volume 2, p. 54).



94* SUMMARIES, ‘ATIQOT 67

In his description, Mujir al-Din ‘crosses
over’ al-Zahiriyya Street, also known as the Via
Dolorosa. There was a market at the western
end of al-Zahiriyya Street called Stq al-Fakhir
(Fig. 1). Where the Via Dolorosa crosses Stq
Bab Khan al-zayt, a chapel marks the Seventh
Station of the Cross next door to a vaulted
building. This building would appear to be the
market referred to by Mujir al-Din (Fig. 16).
The market was built at the time of Qadt Fakhir
al-Din bin Muhammad bin Fadil-Alla, who
was in office during the reign of Sultan al-Nasir
Muhammad bin Qal‘Gn. Mujir al-Din even
records that there were soap-manufacturing
workshops in Stq al-Fakhir.

Phase C. Wall 5 and Floor 130 (Plan 1) belong
to this phase. The wall is built of fairly large,
semi-worked stones, and is aligned in a north—
south direction, underlying pillars P5 and P2.
The floor is made of tamped limestone. The
relationship between the wall and the floor is
not clear. Fills were exposed beside and above
W5 containing potsherds from the Roman and
Byzantine periods and from the Iron Age. The
fills had been deposited on top of the wall as
well as alongside it, and therefore post-date
it. The most recent finds enable the wall, or
the last period during which it was in use, to
be dated to the Byzantine period (Fig. 14).
The fill also contained numismatic finds dated
324-498 CE.

Phase D. This phase is represented by W2, a
dry-built wall made of ashlars and aligned
in a north—south direction, which underlies
pillars P3 and P4 (Plan 1; Figs. 8, 9). Limited
excavation along the east face of the wall

exposed a layer of crushed limestone,
containing no finds, whereas excavation on
the wall’s western face revealed potsherds
dated to Iron Age Il. Wall 3 abutted W2 and
was constructed over the crushed limestone fill
abutting W2. Wall 3 therefore post-dates W2
(Plan 1: Section 1-1). The main finds in the fill
overlaying W2 consisted of bowls dated to the
eighth—sixth centuries BCE (Fig. 15).

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Location map showing the excavation
area and nearby sites recorded by Mujir al-Din.
Plan 1. Plan and sections.

Fig. 2. The main hall, looking west.

Fig. 3. Installations 121-123 (right) and
Installation 126 (left), looking north; in
background: Pillar 5.

Fig. 4. Installations 121-123, looking west.
Fig. 5. Installation 120 (foreground) and
Installation 119 (background), looking south.
Fig. 6. Opening on northern side of Installation
119, looking west.

Fig. 7. Proposed reconstruction of the
installations.

Fig. 8. Wall 2, looking west.

Fig. 9. The western cross-section, with the
western pair of pillars (background), looking
west; lower part of Wall 2 (center).

Fig. 10. Ottoman-period pottery (Phase A).
Fig. 11. Pottery: Phase A (cont.).

Fig. 12. Pottery: Phase A (cont.).

Fig. 13. Pottery: Phase B.

Fig. 14. Pottery: Phase C.

Fig. 15. Pottery: Phase D.

Fig. 16. Illustration from 1845 (see Vilnay
1993:448).



	He119-138.pdf
	En81-94

