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HORBAT BASHA: A ROMAN—-BYZANTINE-PERIOD SITE IN THE
HINTERLAND OF ASHQELON

ILAN PERETZ
(PP. 25%-69%)

During January-February and July 2007, a salvage excavation was conducted at
Horbat Basha in the southern coastal plain, on the the Nizzan—Ashgelon road (map ref.
16482—-8/62499-505). The site extends across the western slope of a low spur next to the
Tel Aviv—Ashgelon highway (Road 4), 5 km northeast of Ashgelon and 600 m southwest of
Kibbutz Nizzanim (Fig. 1). The local soil is clayey, mixed with kurkar, and is cultivated.
The site was surveyed in 1970-1971 by a team headed by A. Berman in the framework of
the Archaeological Survey of Israel and it was partially surveyed again in 1997.

Three areas (A— C; Plan 1) were excavated at the site (328 sq m). In Area A (116 sq
m; Plans 2, 3; Figs. 2-9), traces of a building, walls, floors and habitation levels were
unearthed. In Area B (Plan 4; Figs. 10—18), 13 squares (170 sq m) were excavated, revealing
a winepress of the four-cell type that had evolved from a simple to a complex winepress;
it has secondary surfaces characteristic of such installations. In Area C (Plan 5; Fig. 19),
four squares (42 sq m) were excavated and remains of walls and a pit were unearthed. The
remains at the site were attributed to three strata.

Stratum III (second-late third/early fourth centuries CE). Area A yielded part of a building
that contained at least two rooms. The pottery recovered from it (Fig. 20:3, 5, 12—14) dates
to the Roman period. Pottery deposits excavated in Area B contained potsherds, including
red-slipped ETS ware from the Roman period (not illustrated) and the base of a Late Roman
glass bowl (third—early fourth centuries CE; Fig. 27:1).

Stratum I1 (late third/early fourth—sixth centuries CE). In Area A, remnants of two buildings
were unearthed: one with seven rooms and another, with at least two rooms. The finds
from this stratum included potsherds (Figs. 20:1, 2, 4, 6-11, 15; 21:16), fragments of a
stone vessel and a marble table (Fig. 28), glass (Fig. 26:2—7) and coins (see Bijovsky, this
volume: Coin Nos. 1-5, 8, 11, 13, 17) dating from the Roman to the Late Roman—early
Byzantine periods.

In Area B, a winepress from two chronological phases (Ila, IIb) within the Late Roman—
Byzantine periods was uncovered. In Phase Ila, a simple winepress was constructed, which
yielded potsherds (Fig. 22), glass fragments (Fig. 27:3) and coins (see Bijovsky, this volume:
Coin Nos. 9, 12) dated to the Late Roman and Byzantine periods. In Phase IIb, a complex
winepress was built that contained potsherds from the late Byzantine period (Fig. 23), glass
fragments (Fig. 27:4-9) and coins (see Bijovsky, this volume: Coin Nos. 10, 20-24), also
dating from the Late Roman and Byzantine periods.
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In Area C, several walls were found that were dated to this stratum, mainly on the basis
of the coin finds (see Bijovsky, this volume: Coin Nos. 6, 7, 14).

Stratum I (late sixth/early seventh century CE). A wall and fills that sealed the winepress in
Area B and rendered it obsolete are attributed to this stratum. Fragments of pottery vessels
(Fig. 24) from the Late Roman—Byzantine and late Byzantine periods were found, as well
as Byzantine coins (see Bijovsky, this volume: Coin Nos. 15, 16, 18).

A few finds from Iron Age II (Fig. 25) and the Early Islamic (see Bijovsky, this volume: Coin
No. 19) and Medieval periods (not illustrated) were also found, but with no architectural
remains.

Summary

Horbat Basha in the southern coastal plain was first occupied in the Roman period (first—
fourth centuries CE) and reached its peak in the Byzantine period (fifth—seventh centuries
CE). The site, located on the Via Maris, between Ashgelon and Ashdod, is part of an array
of settlements in Ashqelon’s agricultural hinterland. It’s occupants were evidently involved
in wine production, one of the famous economic mainstays of the city of Ashgelon and the
surrounding region at the time.

As noticed at other sites to the east and north of Ashqgelon (Fig. 1), Horbat Basha also
underwent abandonment and destruction during the late Byzantine period, for reasons that
were either social or economic. This abandonment may be associated with large-scale
disasters that occurred in the southern coastal plain, such as a plague in the mid-sixth
century CE or the Arab conquest in the first half of the seventh century CE (634—640 CE).

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Location map of the excavation and previous excavations nearby.
Plan 1. Excavation areas.

Fig. 2. Area A, general view to the southeast.

Plan 2. Area A, Stratum III, plan and sections.

Fig. 3. Area A, Stratum III, Floor 349, looking southeast.

Fig. 4. Area A, Stratum III, Floor 342, looking northwest.

Fig. 5. Area A, Stratum III, W15, looking northeast.

Fig. 6. Area A, Stratum III, L.347 beneath W9, looking southeast.

Fig. 7. Area A, Stratum III, stone collapse east of W9, looking northeast.
Plan 3. Area A, Stratum II.

Fig. 8. Area A, Stratum II, Walls 10, 11 and Floor 348, looking northwest.
Fig. 9. Area A, Stratum II, Floor 336 and stone mortar, looking northeast.
Fig. 10. Area B, general view to the east.
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Fig. 11. Area B, Stratum Ila, southern Treading Floor 457, looking northeast.
Plan 4. Area B, Strata III-I, plan and sections.

Fig. 12. Area B, Stratum Ila, Channel 453 and two secondary surfaces in the eastern wing,
looking northeast.

Fig. 13. Area B, Stratum Ila, Secondary Surface 470, looking northwest.

Fig. 14. Area B, Stratum Ila, Channel 436, looking southeast.

Fig. 15. Area B, Stratum IIb, north treading floor (L440/441) of the winepress, looking
southeast.

Fig. 16. Area B, Stratum IIb, Secondary Surface 466, looking southeast.

Fig. 17. Area B, Stratum IIb, Settling Vat 429, looking southeast.

Fig. 18. Area B, Stratum IIb, Collecting Vat 420, looking northwest.

Fig. 19. Area C, general view to the east.

Plan 5. Area C.

Fig. 20. Pottery from Area A, Stratum III.

Fig. 21. Pottery from Area A, Stratum Ila.

Fig. 22. Pottery from Area B, Stratum Ila.

Fig. 23. Pottery from Area B, Stratum IIb.

Fig. 24. Pottery from Area B, Stratum I and surface.

Fig. 25. Finds from Area C: Iron Age II juglet (1) and arrowhead (2).

Fig. 26. Glass finds from Area A.

Fig. 27. Glass finds from Area B.

Fig. 28. Stone artifacts from Area A, Stratum II.
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