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THE FLINT ASSEMBLAGE FROM NAHAL GUVRIN

HaMoOUDI KHALAILY
(PP. 33*-36%)

During the excavation at Nahal Guvrin (see
Nahshoni, this volume), 64 flint items were
collected, among them 10 tools, 5 from each
layer (Table 1). In addition, two groundstone
tools made of flint pebbles were recovered
(Fig. 3). The flint industry in both layers seems
to have been oriented toward flake production
and used the Mishash flint, which is the most
available flint source in the immediate vicinity
of the site. The only tools shaped on standard
blade blanks are three Canaanean sickle
blades from Stratum I. These blade tools were
fashioned on high-quality flint, indicating that
they were brought to the site as final products.
Four of the flint tools from Stratum II (Fig.
1), which dates to the Chalcolithic period, are
ad hoc tools. Only two of the tools from this
stratum—a biface fragment and a fragment
of a backed sickle blade that was shaped on
‘imported’ flint—are diagnostic tools that
are common in Chalcolithic assemblages.

Stratum I, which dates to Middle Bronze
Age II (Fig. 2), yielded three Canaanean
sickle blades, typical of the Early Bronze
Age, and one large geometric sickle, which
characterizes post-Early Bronze assemblages.
To conclude, the flint tools from Nahal Guvrin
hint at the presence of three occupation phases
at the site: from the Chalcolithic period, as well
as from the Early and Middle Bronze Ages.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Flint finds from Stratum II: (1) flake core;
(2) sickle blade; (3) scraper; (4) perforator;
(5) biface fragment.

Fig. 2. Flint tools from Stratum I: (1-3)
Canaanean sickle blades; (4) large geometric
sickle; (5) retouched blade.

Fig. 3. Groundstone tools made on flint pebbles:
(1) handstone; (2) hammerstone.
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