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BYZANTINE AND EARLY ISLAMIC-PERIOD METAL WEIGHTS
FROM THE RESIDENTIAL QUARTER NORTHWEST OF TEL LoD

AYALA LESTER
(Pp. 49*-50%)

Six brass weights were retrieved from the excavation conducted northwest of Tel Lod (Fig. 1;
see Haddad, this volume). One of the weights dates to the Byzantine period, and the other
five, to the Early Islamic period. The weights were used for weighing coins in daily trade.
Three of the weights (Nos. 1-3) are round, and three (Nos. 4—6) are square. The weights are
mostly worn from use, only a few exhibit traces of working on their edges, or of inscriptions.

The Byzantine weighing system continues that from the Roman period, based on the
pound (/ibra), which is equal to 324 g. This unit is further divided into 12 ounces (27 g
each), an ounce equaling to six numisma (4.5 g each). Weight No. 1 weighs 9 g; it is a
double numisma, i.e., numismata. The Early Islamic weight system is based on the dirham
(c. 2.9 g) and the dinar (c. 4.5 g). Of the five weights uncovered in this excavation (Nos.
2-6), two weigh 4 g each, one is a half dinar and one is one-third of a dirham.

CAPTION TO ILLUSTRATION

Fig. 1. The weights.





