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A FISHPOND FROM THE ROMAN AND BYZANTINE PERIODS
AT ‘ILLuT

EDNA DALALI-AMOS AND YOTAM TEPPER
(Pp. 29*—48%)

In February 2013, a salvage excavation was conducted in the village of ‘Illut located in the
Nazareth Hills in the Lower Galilee (map ref. 22461/73576). An installation comprising
two plastered pools was exposed near a local wadi that crosses the village, c. 70 m from the
spring house in its center (Figs. 1, 2; Plan 1). The installation was dated based on the pottery
finds to the Middle Roman period, continuing in use until the end of the Byzantine period.

Three phases of construction were discerned (Plan 1, Fig. 3), in which the walls and floors
of the installation were replastered (Figs. 6, 11). In Phase A (Figs. 4, 5, 7), two plastered
pools (A and B) were separated by W31. In Phase B, a new partition wall (W3; Figs. 8-10)
was built above Phase A W31 and two walls were added on both sides (W23 and W27); Wall
27 served as a walkway on the edge of Pool B, which was renovated and adapted for fish
farming (piscina). Antilia jars and a clay pipe were incorporated in W2 of the pool (L25).
The jars were placed on their sides with their openings toward the pool (Figs. 9, 10; Plan
2). In Phase C, Pool A was divided into two (A1, A2), and a channel (L19; Plan 1: Section
2-2; Fig. 12) built of medium-sized fieldstones and a circular installation (L7a; diam. c. 1.2
m) were added; Pool B ceased to be used for fish raising as indicated by the sealing of the
openings of the antilia jars with plaster, which also covered the floor of the pool (Fig. 13).
Soot remains were observed on the walls of the channel and on the installation (Fig. 12).

Fragments of pottery vessels (Figs. 14-16) were collected from three locales:
accumulations postdating Phase B (L13, L20); accumulations following the cessation of
use of the installation (L4, L6, L7); and the surface layer (L1). Exceptions are the five antilia
vessels and the pottery pipe (Fig. 16) that were integrated in W2 of the Phase B pool. The
ceramic assemblage attests that the installation was used during the Middle Roman and the
Byzantine periods and ceased to be used in the late Byzantine period.

Similar plastered fishponds, with antilia jars in their walls, were very common in the
Roman world since the end of the Republic era and at the beginning of the Roman Empire,
always located near a perennial water source. Such installations have been found in Italy
and throughout the Mediterranean basin. In Israel, fishponds have been found near water
sources or aqueducts, for example, near the aqueduct north of the city wall of Caesarea,
near the aqueduct of Nahal Taninim and near the Berenike aqueduct, Tiberias. Fishponds
have also been found in inland Israel, such as at ‘En Bikura in the Jerusalem mountains, and
at Horbat Sabia in the Sharon. Except for the pool near Tiberias, where small niches were
found, all the other pools utilized pottery vessels integrated in the pools’ walls, creating
hiding places for the fish and offering protection from the sun.

No fish bones were retrieved from the ‘Illut fishpond. However, it seems safe to conclude
that the fish species grown in this pool was the Galilean tilapia (Sartherodon Galilaeus),
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which is common in the north of Israel and is suitable for growing in freshwater. This fish
farm, dating from the Roman—Byzantine periods, attests to the consumption and economic
facets of the inhabitants of the site, as well as to their high technological and agricultural
skills.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Location map.

Plan 1. Plan and sections.

Fig. 2. The installation, with its two pools (A and B), general view to the southeast.

Fig. 3. The partition walls and plaster floors of Pool B during the three phases of the
installation, looking west.

Fig. 4. Phase A, Pool A, the inner face of W12 coated with gray plaster, looking southeast.
Fig. 5. Phase A, Pool A, the inner face of W18 coated with gray plaster, looking northwest.
Fig. 6. Plaster samples: (1) Phase A, from the inner face of W12; (2) Phase B, from Floor 28
in Pool B; (3) and Phase C, from Floor 9 in Pool B.

Fig. 7. Phase A, Pool B, gray plaster floor on fieldstone foundation (L24), looking southwest.
Fig. 8. Phase B, partitions W3 and W23, and W27, looking southeast.

Fig. 9. Phase B, Pool B, W2 and W27, used as a walkway along the pool, looking west.
Fig. 10. Phase B, Pool B, the inner, thick wall (L25) of W2, in which antilia vessels and a
clay pipe were incorporated, looking northeast; the vessels and pipe are lying on their sides,
their openings facing the interior of the pool.

Fig. 11. The plaster floors in Pool B, looking northeast: Floor 30 of Phase A; Floor 28 of
Phase B above a stone bedding (L29); and Floor 9 of Phase C.

Plan 2. Phase B, Pool B, antilia vessels and a clay pipe incorprated in the wall of the pool
(drafting: Edna Dalali-Amos).

Fig. 12. Phase C, Pool A1, a built channel (L19) adjacent to the pool walls, looking northeast;
note the soot marks on the walls.

Fig. 13. Phase C, Pool B, the pool floor (L9) covering the openings of the Phase B Antilia
jars and the clay pipe, looking northeast.

Fig. 14. Pottery from the Roman period.

Fig. 15. Pottery from the Byzantine period.

Fig. 16. Antilia vessels and pottery pipes.
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