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Coins from Givʻati Parking Lot, Jerusalem

Gabriela Bijovsky

One hundred and seventy-seven coins were discovered during the excavation in Giv‘ati 
Parking Lot (see Tchekhanovets, this volume), most of them badly preserved. Forty-four 
of the coins, all made of bronze, were identifiable and are presented in the catalogue in 
chronological and typological order; 91 coins were unidentifiable and another 42 were not 
cleaned due to budget limitations.1

As is often the case with coin assemblages of the fifth–sixth centuries CE in the Southern 
Levant, the Givʻati assemblage included old coins that remained in circulation for centuries 
after their date of issue (Bijovsky 2012:99-102): a Seleucid coin (No. 1), a Hasmonean coin 
(No. 2), a pruṭa of the First Jewish Revolt (No. 3) and seven unidentifiable fourth-century 
CE coins (Nos. 4-10). The use of such coins during the Byzantine period was due to their 
similarity in size and fabric to the minimi of that time. 

Coin Nos. 11 and 12 are crude imitations of imperial issues that circulated widely in 
the Byzantine-period Southern Levant (Bijovsky 2012:106-118). Coin No. 14 is a rare 
nummus of emperor Basiliscus dated to 475-476 CE. Coin No. 15 was struck in Carthage; 
it could either be a Proto-Vandalic issue dated to 455-487 CE, or a coin of Justinian I dated 
to 552-565 CE. A more precise identification of this coin was not possible as the obverse 
was illegible.

A large group of very thin cast low-quality minimi, most of which were illegible (Nos. 
16-28), could be roughly dated to 450-550 CE (Bijovsky 2012:128-129). Those that could 
be read with certainty provided useful information concerning the chronology of the site. 
In particular, it is noteworthy that the coins found above the Byzantine-period street (L928) 
were not later than the reign of Justinian I (up to the mid-sixth century CE). 

Coins dated to the sixth–seventh centuries CE include a number of nummi and multiples 
of the nummus. The earliest of these are two coins of Anastasius I, bearing his imperial 
monogram (Nos. 29-30). Six coins of emperor Justinian I are all nummi minted in Carthage: 
a Vota type coin dated to 539/540 CE (No. 31); a chi-rho type coin (No. 32); a coin bearing a 
cross with two pellets (No. 33); and three Vandalic nummi of the well-known palm tree type 

1 The coins were cleaned at the IAA laboratories by Ilya Reznitsky and were photographed by Clara Amit of 
the IAA.
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(Nos. 34-36). The latter three specimens belong to an anepigraphic type, considered to be 
an anonymous issue struck in Carthage during the reign of Justinian I (Bijovsky 2012:317-
321). A few coins of larger denominations were identified, comprising two poorly preserved 
folles dated to 512-518 CE (Nos. 37-38); a worn dodecanummium from Alexandria (No. 
39); a local imitation of a pentanummium of the chi-rho type (No. 40);2 and an obliterated 
nummus (No. 41).

2 For the place of production of this coin and its dating, see Bijovsky 2012:291–297.

Fig. 1. Coins.
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Two folles of Maurice Tiberius minted in Constantinople were identified: No. 42 is dated 
to 583/584 CE—it was discovered in an Umayyad-period context related to a metallurgical 
workshop, wherein a number of Byzantine-period metal items including objects of a 
liturgical nature were recycled (L920); No. 43 was struck in 587/588 CE. 

The latest identifiable coin is a rare Arab-Byzantine imitation of a dodecanummium 
attributed to the mint of Fustat in Egypt (No. 44). This specimen was particularly difficult 
to identify as it was badly struck, using dies that were much larger than the small and oddly-
shaped flan for both the obverse and reverse. Its identification was based on the clumsy 
and linear style of the dies and the fabric, which are characteristic of such Arab-Byzantine 
imitations, dated roughly to the second half of the seventh century CE (Awad 1972:116; 
Foss 2008:101).3 This coin provides a terminus post quem for dating the destruction debris 
that overlay the Byzantine-period street (L948).
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