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A BURIAL CAVE AT HORBAT ‘EITAYIM

HANAA ABU ‘UQSA
(Pp. 65-79)

In April 1997 a salvage excavation was
conducted at H. ‘Eitayim, east of Nahariyya
(map ref. NIG 20826-75/76565-766, OIG
15826-75/26565-766), as a result of damage
caused to a burial cave that was exposed during
the construction of a building’s foundations.
Horbat ‘Eitayim is located within the Nahariyya
city limits, on a hill north of Nahal Ga‘aton and
cast of the ‘Akko—Rosh Ha-Nigra highway.
Remains of a large settlement were discovered.

In the British survey the site was identified
as Horbat ‘Eitayim, whereas others identified
it as Khirbat el-Fakhoura. In the past, various
excavations were conducted in the region and
numerous caves, individual tombs and a church
were discovered.

The Cave (Plan 1)

The entrance to the cave, which was in the
west, was found blocked by a rectangular
closing stone (0.15 x 0.90 x 1.30 m). The cave
was hewn in chalk bedrock and was accessed
by way of a shaft (L9) that had two shallow
rock-cut steps in its eastern end. A partially
hewn kokh was discovered in the southern wall
of the shaft. Fragments of pottery vessels were
found that had been swept inside the shaft,
among them cooking pots, an amphora, jars and
a fragment of a lamp (Fig. 3:2-5, 7).

The cave consists of a central chamber (L1;
1.50 x 1.75 m, 2 m high) with seven burial
kokhs (0.8-1.0 x 1.0 m, 1.95 m high) that are
hewn in its walls. Kokhs 1, 4 and 7 are wide,
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whereas Nos. 5 and 6 are narrow (c. 0.6 m).
Four kokhs (4-7) were found sealed: 4, 5 and 7
were sealed with a rolling stone and small stones
set in place around it (0.47-0.55 x 0.70 m,
0.2-0.3 m wide) and Kokh 6 was sealed with
small stones. In Kokhs 1-3 the rolling stone
was found dislodged, lying near the opening of
the burial chamber.

Below the ceiling that had collapsed into
the burial chamber was a layer of dark brown
soil (c. 0.3 m thick) in which there was a jar
that had apparently fallen into the cave when it
was breached (Fig. 3:1). Two glass bowls were
exposed 0.25-0.50 m north of Kokh 2 (Fig. 6:3,
the other one was not drawn). A coin minted in
Tyre and dating to the second century CE was
found on the bedrock floor of the chamber. A
clay coffin, which was probably in the main
chamber, was discovered with a lid (outer
dimensions 0.27 x 0.91 m) on which there is a
handle used to slide it open (Fig. 1). The lid was
set inside two tracks located next to the upper
rim of the coffin. Incised wavy stripes adorn
the coffin’s thickened rim and its lid (Fig. 2).
A deep glass bowl (Fig. 5:5) was found inside
the coffin.

Kokh 1 (L6).— The kokh was replete with
finds, most of which were located along its
eastern side. A few bones were discovered, as
well as four glass bowls (Figs. 4:1; 5:3; 6:2,
6), a beaker (Fig. 7:2), five different kinds of
bottles (Fig. 8:1-4, 6), two beads (Fig. 9:1) and
a spindle whorl (Fig. 9:11). Two coins that were
minted in Tyre were found: the first dates to the
beginning of the second century CE and the
second to the middle of the second century CE
(Nos. 1 and 6; identified by Danny Syon).

Kokh 2 (L5)— Two glass vessels were
discovered inside this kokh: a shallow bowl
(Fig. 4:2) and a piriform bottle (Fig. 8:5). A gold
earring (Fig. 9:10), spindle whorl (Fig. 9:13) and
a few disintegrated bones were also found.

Kokh 3 (L3).— The kokh was covered with a
layer of damp, brownish orange soil (c. 0.4 m

thick). The finds discovered inside the kokh
included a clay juglet (Fig. 3:6), three glass
bowls (Figs. 4:5; 6:1, 4), two beads (not drawn)
and a coin minted in ‘ Akko that dates to the first
third of the second century CE (No. 5; identified
by Danny Syon).

Kokh 4 (L8).— A layer of soil (c. 0.4 m thick)
covered the bottom of the kokh. An intact
glass bowl (Fig. 6:7) was exposed in the
northwestern corner, next to the opening. Two
other bowls (Fig. 5:1, 2) were discovered inside
the kokh and a coin minted in Tyre dating to
the beginning of the second century CE (No.
3; identified by Danny Syon) was found at the
back of the kokh.

Kokh 5 (L7).— A layer of dry sandy soil
(c. 0.3 m thick) covered the bottom of the kokh,
in which there were a glass plate (Fig. 4:3) and
two bowls (Figs. 4:4; 6:5).

Kokh 6 (L2).— Among the artifacts recovered
from inside the kokh is a pair of earrings and
a single earring (Fig. 9:8, 9), both made of
gold; beads, some of which are decorated (Fig.
9:2-6); and an inlay in the shape of palms of
hands, all probably part of a pendant; a scarab
(Fig. 10) that was probably used as an amulet in
secondary use (identified by Daphna Ben-Tor);
and a turquoise faience pendant in the shape of
a grape cluster (Fig. 9:7).

Kokh 7 (L4).— Wet sandy soil (c. 0.5 m thick)
covered the kokh, in which there were a glass
bowl (Fig. 5:4) and beaker (Fig. 7:1), a spindle
whorl (Fig. 9:12) and a coin minted in Tyre
that dates to the second century CE. A shallow
trough (0.10-0.15 m) was hewn in the middle
of the kokh.

The few bones that were found in the main
chamber of the cave were badly preserved
and it was not possible to determine the sex
or age of the deceased. In Kokh 1 there was
an adult male, 15-20 years of age; in Kokh 3
two individuals were discovered, one over the
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age of 17 and the other less than 20 years of
age; in Kokh 4 there was an adult individual
less than 15 years of age; Kokh 5 contained an
adult individual less than 17 years of age and
in Kokh 7 an adult individual 20-30 years of
age was exposed. In Kokhs 2 and 6 no bones
were preserved, probably due to dampness. The
bones of a two year old boy were discovered
inside the ceramic coffin that was found in the
cave.

Conclusion

The cave is part of the ancient burial ground
of Horbat ‘Eitayim, partially excavated in the
past. The glass vessels make up the lion’s share
of the artifacts. There are vessels that date to
the second century CE, such as the bowls found
in Kokhs 1 and 2 (Fig. 4:1, 2), the candlestick-
shaped bottles (Fig. 8:1-4) and the spherical
bottle (Fig. 8:6). These finds date the beginning
of the use of the cave. There are types that
continued and were also widespread in the third
century CE. The coins are dated to the second

century CE, whereas the glass vessels are
dated to the second—third centuries CE. This
phenomenon is prevalent in caves excavated
in the western Galilee, among them those
discovered at Hurfeish and Yehi‘am. Five of the
six coins that were discovered in the cave were
minted in Tyre, from which we can conclude
the existence of close ties with Phoenicia.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Clay coffin with sliding handle.
Fig. 2. Clay coffin decorated with wavy lines
on rim and cover.

Plan 1. The cave, plan and section.

Fig. 3. Pottery from the cave.

Fig. 4. Glass vessels: bowls and a plate.
Fig. 5. Glass vessels: bowls.

Fig. 6. Glass vessels: hemispherical bowls.
Fig. 7. Glass vessels: cups.

Fig. 8. Glass vessels: bottles.

Fig. 9. Small finds.

Fig. 10. Scarab.
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