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TOMBS OF THE ROMAN PERIOD AND BUILDING REMAINS OF THE
BYZANTINE AND EARLY ISLAMIC PERIODS AT KAFR KAMA

CHAYA BEN-NACHUM
(Pp. 105-112)

In a salvage excavation conducted on the main
street in Kafr Kama (map ref. NIG 2420/7365,
OIG 1920/2365) tombs (Areas A and C) and the
remains of two buildings (Area B; Fig. 1) were
exposed; A Bronze Age burial cave revealed in
Area A will be published seperately.

Two cist tombs of the Late Roman period
(Area C), situated c. 30 m apart, were discovered
next to the main square in the village. All that
remained of Tomb 201 was its negative, hewn
in the basalt bedrock, and several human bones
belonging to a boy seven or eight years of age.
Tomb 202, oriented east-west (Plan 1; Figs.
2, 3), was built of limestone slabs (walls and
ceiling) and its floor was a tamped and level
surface. The contents of the tomb included a
few bones belonging to an adult and a variety
of intact glass vessels (see Gorin-Rosen, this
volume), dating the tomb to the end of the
second or beginning of the third century CE,
as well as bronze jewelry (Fig. 4:1, 2) and a
bronze firepan (Fig. 4:3).

Two buildings of the Byzantine and Early
Islamic periods were exposed in Area B (I, 1I;
Figs. 1, 5; Plan 2). The remains of Building I
were fragmentary and consisted of a courtyard
(courtyards?) and a room (rooms?). The walls of
the structure were built of large, roughly hewn
basalt stones with basalt fieldstones and bonding
material in between. Most of the floors were

the leveled basalt bedrock. Among the artifacts
exposed on the basalt floor of Courtyard 47
was an open cooking pot (Fig. 6:6), a jar (Fig.
6:9), an iron pick-axe (Fig. 7:2) and a bronze
bowl (Fig. 7:3) that date from the end of the
sixth to the middle of the eighth centuries CE.
The remains that were exposed in Building 11
include a room and courtyard, and indications
suggesting the presence of additional elements
belonging to the structure. Its walls were thicker
than those of Building I. In Room 22 a mosaic
floor (Plan 2) was exposed that abutted Walls
25, 40 and 41, which were treated with plaster
on their inside (W40 was also plastered on its
outside).

Two paved courtyards (L51 and L52), which
were shared by the buildings, were revealed
between them. Courtyard 51 was connected
to Courtyard 52 via a paved passage. The
courtyards were separated by a threshold stone
on which what seems to be a gabled lintel, or
part of one, was exposed.

Afill, consisting of soil, stones and fragments
of pottery vessels that date from the beginning
of the Byzantine period until the eighth century
CE, was exposed on top of the remains of the
two buildings, throughout the excavation area.
The latest pottery sherds found in this fill reflect
the latest possible date when the two buildings
could have been abandoned. The Roman
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coin that was found in the fill above W32 is
incompatible with the dating of the buildings
and fill, and its provenance is unclear; it was
identified by Danny Syon as having been struck
in Tyre and dates to the reign of Elagabalus
(218-222 CE).

The ceramic finds that were recovered from
the fill situated in and on the floors show that
the settlement at the site began at the end of the
sixth century and continued until the middle of
the eighth century CE. The pottery sherds that
date to the beginning of the Byzantine period,
which were found in the fill atop the floor, were
probably washed into the site. The proximity
of the second century CE tomb (in Area C)
indicates that the Roman settlement was east
of the site described here, and it was only in

the Byzantine and Islamic periods that the
settlement spread further west.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Location map.

Plan 1. Cist Tomb 202, plan, section and record
of vessel location.

Fig. 2. Cist Tomb 202, with the covering slabs.
Fig. 3. Cist Tomb 202, at the conclusion of the
excavation.

Fig. 4. Metal artifacts from Tomb 202.

Plan 2. Area B, plan and section.

Fig. 5. Area B, looking north.

Fig. 6. Pottery from Area B.

Fig. 7. Pottery and metal artifacts from Area B.
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