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THE ARCHAEOZOOLOGICAL FINDINGS FROM THE
SHOHAM (NORTH) CAVES

MOSHE SADE
(Pp. 161-168)

The archaeozoological findings originated in
three caves (Nos. 1, 2, 4) and are associated
with the Chalcolithic period, Early Bronze
Age IB and the Intermediate Bronze Age.
Methodologically this study is based on the
works of von den Driesch (1976) and Schmid
(1972). The majority of the finds dates from the
Chaclolithic period.

In Cave 1 there were a few bones of donkey
(Equus asinus) and sheep/goat (Ovis aries/
Capra hircus) dated to the Intermediate Bronze
Age. A few bones of sheep/goat, cattle (Bos
taurus) and donkey date from EB IB, while
additional bones of sheep/goat were attributed
to the Chalcolithic period.

In Cave 2 the largest amount of animal bones
dates from EB IB. The domesticated mammals’
bones are of sheep/goat, cattle, donkey, horse
(Equus caballus), pig (Sus scrofa) and dog
(Canis familiaris), with sheep/goat and dog
predominanting. The Chalcolithic stratum in
this cave included bones from the following

domestic species: sheep/goat, cattle, donkey,
pig, dog and goose (Anser anser). There was also
a fish bone (Sparus aurata), probably pointing
to a connection with a population residing near
the sea coast. The highest percentage of bones
among the domestic species were of sheep/goat
and dog.

Cave 4 yielded the highest number of animal
bones from the Chalcolithic period: sheep/goat,
cattle, donkey, horse, pig, dog and cat (Felis
domestica). In this period the dominant species
were sheep/goat and donkey. Of the wild animals,
bones of a bear (Ursus arctos) were found.

The main domestic mammal in the
Chalcolithic period at Shoham (North) is
the donkey, represented inter alia by 164
molars. The percentage of donkey remains is
outstanding regarding the Chalcolithic period,
as well as other periods in Isracl. What was the
importance of the donkey to the Chalcolithic
settlers of Shoham (North)? What made them
gather its molars so carefully? Was it part of
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a religious ritual? As for now, I cannot answer
these questions; however, the large number
of donkey molars collected is evidence of
the importance of this animal during the
Chalcolithic period.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Table 1. MNI of animal bones from Caves 1,
2,4.

Fig. 1. Animal bones: (1) domesticated cat from
Cave 4; (2) bear from Cave 4; (3) bear from
Cave 4; (4) fish from Cave 2.

Table 2. Right and left limbs of domesticated
animals from the Chalcolithic period.

Table 3. Distribution of animal bones from the
Chalcolithic period.

Table 4. Distribution of animal bones from EB
IB.

Table 5. Right and left limbs of domesticated
animals from EB IB.

Table 6. Distribution of animal bones from the
Chalcolithic period.

Table 7. Right and left limbs of domesticated
animals from the Chalcolithic period.
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