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SURVEY AND SALVAGE EXCAVATIONS ON THE MENASHE SPUR,
NEAR HORBAT BAREQET AND KIBBUTZ REGAVIM

AMIR GORZALCZANY
(Pp. 83-107)

During September—October 2001 and March—
April 2002 trial and salvage excavations were
conducted in a large area at the following sites:
Horbat Bareqet, Horbat Bareget (West), Qannir
and Kh. el-Kaleb, c. 3 km east of Kibbutz
Regavim and north of Kafr Qari‘. The project
was carried out in three phases: a preliminary
survey, trial excavations and salvage excavations
in seven areas (A—F; Figs. 1, 2).

During the course of the excavations it was
noted that the hills located in the catchment
basin of Nahal ‘Ada, Nahal Hotmit and Nahal
Barqan are covered with an intricate and
divergent system of walls and towers that
extends across hundreds of meters.

Anunusual phenomenon that aided in locating
the ancient remains was discerned in the vicinity
of Regavim, and this involved the presence of
the King’s Spear plant (Asphodeline Lutea). It
seems that this plant grows more densely on the

shallow mounds that cover the ancient remains
buried beneath the surface. The remains that
were surveyed and revealed include a large
number of walls and installations that form
terraces and define agricultural plots. The array
also includes field towers that are isolated or
incorporated in the complex of walls. These
towers are built of indigenous stone and are
square or round.

Area A (Fig. 2). Rectangular installations
enclosed in a stone casing were exposed
around Horbat Bareqget. There are a number of
types of installations and their nature was not
ascertained.

Area B. The finds here included several dozen
stone heaps, among them installations similar
to those of Area A. Thirty-two of these were
excavated and they were arranged individually;
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in pairs situated at different angles; and one
after the other along the same axis (Figs.
7-9). The dating of these installations is still
tentative, however, a fragment of a glass
bracelet attributed to the Ottoman period was
found inside one of them.

Area C. A trapezoidal enclosure (100 % 150 m;
Plan 4) was examined and partly excavated; it
is delimited by stone walls that are founded on
bedrock. The excavation focused on the northern
and eastern sides of the enclosure and it was
determined that some of the walls are actually
double walls and that the rooms that were
formed by them were probably used for storing
agricultural produce. Two towers incorporated
in the stone walls were also excavated.

Area D is located west of Area C and is
connected to it by a soil mound and stones,
several hundred meters in length, below which
there seems to be buried an ancient wall.
Another rectangular enclosure (60 X 90 m) was
located in this area. A square tower, similar to
the towers in Area C, was excavated along the
southern side of the enclosure.

Area E. Only three locations were examined
since this area was not slated for development.
In one of them a large stone heap was exposed,
in which possible traces of construction were
discerned. In a probe excavated in the center of
the pile, a large amount of pottery sherds was
exposed, dating to Iron Age I; these include
fragments of jars and cooking pots with axe-
shaped rims.

Area F. Part of a building was exposed that was
not completely preserved (Plan 9). In the middle
ofthe building a round stone-wall installation was
exposed. Several ribbed sherds of the Byzantine
period were recovered from next to the building,
which was probably used as a grain silo.

Area G (Plan 10). This is the northernmost
area and it extends across a low ridge, north of
Nahal Hotmit. Nine locations were examined

where anomalies were observed. In the eastern
part of the area several stone structures were
exposed. The ceramic finds date to Iron Age I
(Fig. 16) and include collared-rim jars, pithoi,
cooking pots and handles decorated with reed
impressions; and to the Hellenistic period
(Fig. 17), including jars, juglets and isolated
fragments of Attic pottery.

The remains that were uncovered are probably
those of an Iron Age settlement that was
concentrated along Nahal Hotmit. It was a
satellite settlement under the aegis of the
city of Dor and constituted part of the latter’s
agricultural hinterland. In the same region
there was also evidence of a settlement in the
Hellenistic period. Numerous enclosures dating
to the Roman and Byzantine periods were
located that include the division of the tracts
into agricultural plots, animal pens for sheep
and goats, towers and watchman’s booths, as
well as various installations. The dating of these
installations was based on a very small number
of pottery sherds that were found nearby. The
cultivation carried out in the area utilized during
these periods is probably connected with the
city of Caesarea, which naturally required an
extensive agricultural hinterland.

During the course of the excavation we
attempted to apply models of landscape
archaeology in order to analyze the area and
the settlement distribution and the utilization
of the area, especially during the Roman and
Byzantine periods.

Based on the finds in Areas A and B it was
determined that there was considerably less
activity in the area during the Islamic period
and activity was concentrated in the region of
Horbat Bareget.

The results of the project show that intensive
archaeological work in what is apparently
an area devoid of finds can provide much
diversified information. By examining all of
the components of an area—the geographic,
historic, ethnographic, botanical and, of course
archeological aspects, one can integrate a
maximum amount of data into a single inclusive
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picture. In light of the accelerated development
the country is undergoing, this regional
approach is likely to salvage and document
information that would otherwise be lost.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Menashe spur, location map.

Fig. 2. Menashe spur: antiquities revealed
during the course of surveys and excavations.
Fig. 3. Ancient wall buried between Points
a and b, discovered by observing the King’s
Spear plant (4sphodeline Lutea), looking east.
Fig. 4. Aerial view of the project area on the
Menashe spur: a dirt road bisects the center;
Kafr Qari‘ (above); Kibbutz Regavim (to the
right); the lines of buried walls are visible to
the left and right of the dirt road; installations
in Areas B and C (to the left of the road in the
left side of the picture).

Fig. 5. The three layers of human activity on the
Menashe spur: an early layer of archaeological
remains (a), the Arab village built in recent
centuries (b) and modern military activity (c),
looking southwest.

Fig. 6. Area A, stone clearance heap prior to
excavation, looking north.

Fig. 7. Area B, an installation of the isolated
type (L201), looking east.

Plan 1. Area B, the angled type of installation
(L341, L342).

Plan 2. Area B, the perpendicular type of
installation (L230, L231).

Fig. 8. Area B, installations of the type built at a
90° angle (L230, L231), looking northeast.
Fig. 9. Area B, installations of the type arranged
along a main axis (L391, L392), looking east.
Plan 3. Area B, installations arranged in a row
along a main axis (L391, L392).

Fig. 10. Area C, looking east.

Plan 4. Area C.

Plan 5. Area C, the northern tower (L2022),
plan and section.

Fig. 11. Area C, the eastern tower, looking
south.

Plan 6. Area C, the southern tower.

Fig. 12. Area C, the southern tower, looking
north.

Plan 7. Area D.

Fig. 13. Area D, Tower 3009, looking east.
Plan 8. Area D, Tower 3009.

Plan 9. Walls along the western wing (Sqs I, II).
Plan 10. Area F, plan and section.

Plan 10. Area G.

Fig. 14. Iron Age pottery from Area G.

Fig. 15. Hellenistic pottery from Area G.

Fig. 16. Menashe spur: the division of the area
according to Thiessen’s polygon model.

Fig. 17. Menashe spur: revised division of the
area according to the topography.
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