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A NOTE CONCERNING THE ONOPORDUM CYNAROCEPHALUM PLANT IN
RELATION TO ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES

AVIRAM OSHRI
(Pp. 169-171)

Thisarticles aims at demonstrating anew method
of identifying ancient remains during surveys,
based on the dispersion of the Onopordum
cynarocephalum plant in archaeological sites.

Onopordum cynarocephalum is a thistle rising
to a height of two meters; its striking purple
blossom is easily discernible from afar (Figs. 1,
2). The plant blooms from the end of April until
the end of June—an ideal season for conducting
archaeological surveys.

During many years of field expericnce, I have
observed that the Onopordum cynarocephalum
plant is abundant at sites dating from prehistoric
times until the Ottoman period. This thistle
thrives on minerals (phosphorous and nitrogen),
such as are usually found in organically
enhanced soils that are associated with human
habitation throughout the ages.

In order to objectively examine this theory,
an area in the confines of the map of Mishmar
Ha-‘Emeq, previously surveyed by Avner
Raban, was chosen as a test case (Table 1).

The Onopordum cynarocephalum plant was
detected at 22 out of the 31 sites that were
examined (71%); it was absent at the remaining
nine sites (29%). Among the sites in which this
thistle was not observed, five are located on
cultivated land, and two are located on basalt
bedrock which is unsuitable for the growth of
this plant.

The above research is still in its initial stages,
and it yet remains to isolate and identify the
exact elements in the habitat of the Onopordum
cynarocephalum  plant at archaeological
sites that encovrage its growth. However, it
is already clear that this plant can be utilized
during surveys as an indicator of the existence
of ancient remains.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. The Onopordum cynarocephalum plant.
Fig. 2. The blossom of the Onopordum
cynarocephalum plant; in background—EI-
Kafrin.
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