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ASHQELON (AL-NABI HUSSEIN): EVIDENCE FOR THE BURIAL OF JEWS,
CHRISTIANS AND PAGANS IN A LATE ROMAN-PERIOD BURIAL GROUND

SHLOMO KOL-YA’AKOV AND YOAV FARHI
(Pp. 87-111)

The excavations were carried out at a site
known as al-Nabi Hussein (map ref. NIG
1581-4/6187-9, OIG 1081-4/1187-9; Fig.
1). Three areas were excavated, exposing four
burial arcosolia and a pit (Fig. 1). The tombs
and finds, dated to the third—fifth centuries CE,
were part of a burial ground used by Ashgelon’s
inhabitants in the Late Roman period.

Area A. One square tomb was revealed with
two burial chambers (Plan 1; Fig. 2). Each
chamber contained a primary-burial skeleton.
Finds included meager pottery finds, a glass
bottle and metal objects (Fig. 3), dating to the
fourth—fifth centuries CE.

Area B. Two tombs and a plastered pit were
exposed. Tomb I (Plan 2; Figs. 4, 5) is
rectangular, containing two burial chambers.
This tomb contained the richest finds, including
pottery vessels and oil lamps (Figs. 6, 7), glass
and carnelian artifacts (Fig. 8), metal objects
(Figs. 9, 10) and three fourth-century CE coins.

The plan of Tomb II (Plan 3; Fig. 11) was
unclear due to its state of preservation. It
appears to have had six burial troughs. It
contained a few pottery vessels (Fig. 12) and
two bronze coins, one from Vespasian’s reign
(78/9 CE) and the other from the fourth century
CE.

The pit (Plan 4; Figs. 13, 14) was plastered, its
floor made of marble slabs (in secondary use?)
with a pottery vessel in its center. It appears to
have been used in an industry connected with
liquids. The pit was filled with soil containing

animal bones and pottery from the Hellenistic—
Abbasid periods. It apparently went out of use
during the later period.

Area C. One rectangular tomb was excavated
in this area (Plan 5; Fig. 15), showing no
clear evidence of internal division. The tomb
contained two piles of bones of secondary
interments, as well as pottery vessels and a
glass bottle (Fig. 16).

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Location map of site and excavation
areas.

Plan 1. Area A, plan and sections.

Fig. 2. Area A: tomb, looking east.

Fig. 3. Finds from the tomb.

Plan 2. Area B: Tomb I, plan and sections.
Fig. 4. Area B: Tomb I, looking west.

Fig. 5. Gaza-type jars in situ in Tomb 1.
Fig. 6. Tomb I: pottery.

Fig. 7. Tomb I: oil lamps.

Fig. 8. Tomb I: glass and carnelian artifacts.
Fig. 9. Tomb I: metal objects.

Fig. 10. Tomb I: metal chest fragments.
Fig. 11. Area B: Tomb II, looking west.
Plan 3. Area B: Tomb II, plan and sections.
Fig. 12. Tomb II: pottery.

Plan 4. Area B: pit.

Fig. 13. Area B: pit, looking north.

Fig. 14. Pit interior.

Plan 5. Area C, plan and sections.

Fig. 15. Area C: tomb, looking southwest.
Fig. 16. Finds from the tomb.
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