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INSTALLATIONS AND BURIAL CAVES IN RAMAT SHARET, RAMAT DENYA,
JERUSALEM

AMIT RE’EM AND ANNA DE VINCENZ
(PP. 31*-45%)

During February 1998 a salvage excavation and
a survey were conducted in the Ramat Denya
quarter of Jerusalem (map ref. NIG 17975/
6670-50, OIG 12975/1670-50; Fig. 1). The

area was previously surveyed in the beginning
of the 1980s when ancient installations and
tombs dating from the Herodian periods to the
Byzantine period were discovered.
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Winepress 13 (Figs. 1, 2; Plan 1) has a rock-
hewn treading floor equipped with a shallow
niche in its southwestern corner. In the northern
wall of the treading floor is a hewn step that
also served as a bench. A hewn channel in the
southern wall of the floor linked it with a square
settling vat (L80). To its west was a collecting vat
(L70) whose bottom and walls were plastered.
Numerous coarse white tesserae, which probably
originated from the treading floor, were found in
the fill within the settling vat (L80).

Winepress II1 (Figs. 1, 3; Plan 2) comprises a
square rock-hewn treading floor (L140). A hewn
channel in its southwestern corner led to a square
settling vat (L155), to the north of which was a
collecting vat (L150).

Winepress 112 (Figs. 1, 4; Plan 3) has a square
treading floor (L100) hewn in the bedrock and
paved with a coarse white mosaic that was
preserved only in the northwestern corner.
South of the treading floor was a rock-hewn
oval settling pit (L110; Fig. 4) with niches in its
bottom. A hewn channel linked the settling vat
to a square hewn and plastered collecting vat
(L120). Seven carelessly hewn depressions were
located on a natural bedrock terrace south of the
two vats. They may have contained materials
that were added directly to the wine.

Winepress 1111 (Figs. 1, 5; Plan 4) was built
inside one of the burial caves (III1; see below).
The winepress consisted of a built, bathtub-
shaped vat (L160; 0.85 x 2.10 m; depth 0.5 m;
Fig. 6) that served as a treading floor. The inner
and outer surfaces of the vat were plastered. A
ceramic pipe that was set in the western part
of the vat led to a built and plastered collecting
vat (L170; Fig. 7). Fragments of pottery vessels
were found in the vat and in the bathtub, dating
to the Roman, Early Islamic, Crusader/Mamluk
and Ottoman periods.

Migwe 11 (Fig. 1; Plan 5) was entered via four
hewn steps (L30) that descended from the surface
level to the bottom of the migwe’s pool (L50);
the bottom step was wider and functioned also
as a bench. Most of the pool’s walls were hewn
and only the upper western part of its southern
wall (W3), which separated it from the cistern,

was built. The entire migwe was plastered with
a typical Second-Temple-period plaster. In
the Mamluk period the migwe was converted
to a reservoir/water cistern and its opening at
the bottom of the steps was blocked. This is
confirmed by the Ayyubid and Mamluk pottery
that was discovered in the fill of the migwe (L50;
Figs. 11-13).

Several round rock-cuttings and water cisterns
were found in the area (Figs. 1, 14; Plan 5).

Four typical Second-Temple-period kokh
burial caves were discovered (Fig. 1): two were
surveyed (B, C) and two were excavated (III1,
I12; Plan 4). The first two caves have a square
opening and kokhim. Caves III1 and III2 were
plundered in antiquity. Cave I1I1 was later reused
as a winepress (see above), but the remains of
burial kokhim (Loci 175, 181, 182; see Fig. 5)
survived in its southwestern and southeastern
walls. Cave III2 has an opening in its northern
wall. Its northern part was damaged when the
area was converted into a quarry.

Eight natural caves were surveyed (Fig. 1).
The caves might have been used as storehouses
for agricultural produce and/or raw material; as a
shelter; or as a seasonal dwelling for workers.

Concentrations of deep quarrying were traced
in several spots (Fig. 1; J, K, L, L200).

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Location map of the remains.

Plan 1. Winepress 13, plan and section.

Fig. 2. Winepress 13, looking west.

Plan 2. Winepress II1, plan and section.

Fig. 3. Winepress 111, looking south.

Fig. 4. Winepress 112, the settling and collecting
vats.

Plan 3. Winepress I12.

Plan 4. Winepress III1, plan and sections.

Fig. 5. Winepress 1111, the collecting vat and
two kokhim.

Fig. 6. Winepress III1, the ‘bathtub’ used as a
treading floor, looking south.

Fig. 7. Winepress III1, the collecting vat.

Fig. 8. Pottery, Winepress II11 (L160).

Fig. 9. Pottery, Burial Cave III1.
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Fig. 10. Pottery. Fig. 13. Wheel-made pottery from Migwe 11
Fig. 11. Wheel-made pottery from Migwe 11 (L50).
(L50). Plan 5. Migwe 11, plan and section.

Fig. 12. Handmade pottery from Migwe I1 Fig. 14. Area I, round rock-cuttings.
(L50).
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