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A BURIAL CAVE FROM THE BYZANTINE AND EARLY ISLAMIC PERIODS IN
HORBAT GORES, THE GONEN QUARTER, JERUSALEM

GIDEON SOLIMANY, TAMAR WINTER AND ANNA DE VINCENZ
(Pp. 87*-94%)

A burial cave was exposed during development
works at the Giv‘at Gonen school, in the Gonen
quarter, Jerusalem (map ref. NIG 21851/62907,
OIG 16851/12907; Fig. 1). The cave (Plan
1) was hewn in the soft chalk bedrock on the
western slope of Horbat Gores. A standing pit
(L105) and a burial trough (L109) were installed
in the middle of the burial chamber. Arcosolia
were hewn in the walls, each with two or three
burial troughs: three troughs (L100-102) in the
northern wall, two (L106, L107) in the eastern
wall and two (L103, L104) in the western wall.

Crushed bones fragments of glass vessels,
and beads were discovered in the alluvium
layer inside the burial troughs. The northern
arcosolium yielded a worn coin (in L102) and
a copper ring (in L100). Most of the bones and
all of the ceramic lamps were recovered from
the standing pit (L105). The bones were poorly
preserved and it was difficult to determine

the total number of interred, their age or sex;
however, it was possible to clearly distinguish
five adults, 40—60 years of age, and the skeletons
of two children.

Twenty-one complete clay candlestick lamps
and numerous fragments of other lamps were
retrieved (Figs. 2, 3); only four which had
been used. All the lamps date to the Byzantine
period. Nineteen complete candlestick lamps
and several fragments that were unearthed in
the standing pit are of the common type, with
an elongated or piriform body and a pattern
in place of a handle. Two lamps were found
outside the cave: No. 6 and another lamp that
was cast in the same mold (not illustrated).

The candlestick lamps appear in two sizes:
small (max. length 8 cm; Nos. 2, 3, and three
more, not illustrated), and large (length 10.0—
11.5 c¢cm; Nos. 1, 4, 5, and eleven more, not
illustrated). The smaller lamps, occasionally
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bearing a cross on the nozzle, emerged as
early as the fourth century CE. By the late fifth
century CE they were replaced by the larger
lamps that continued into the seventh century
CE. Greek inscriptions appeared on the lamps
during the fourth century CE and continued
till the eighth century CE, when they became
degraded and undecipherable. Numbers 4 and
5 bear a Greek inscription on the shoulder,
translated: “The light of the messiah shines
for all. Good [evening]”. Number 4 also has a
Nufus cross on the nozzle.

Some 300 fragments of glass vessels were
collected from the troughs and the standing
pit in the burial cave. Most of the pieces are
non-diagnostic body fragments; however, their
large quantity indicates that the removal of the
glass vessels following the burial phase was
careless. Of the 23 diagnostic fragments, 6
vessels, representative of the types discovered
in the cave, are discussed below (Fig. 4).

The vessels were free-blown of light green
and light blue translucent glass, bar four thin
body fragments adorned with mold-blown
shallow ribbing. The glass vessels were
decorated in different techniques, including
winding of thin trails (Fig. 4:4) and pinching
on the vessel wall (Fig 4:6). Most fragments
belonged to closed vessels, particularly bottles.
Noteworthy is the absence of bowls and cups
from the assemblage, a common phenomenon
in burial caves of the Byzantine period. The
glass vessels are characteristic of the Jerusalem
region in the Byzantine period; several are also
likely to appear in assemblages dating to the
early Umayyad period. This is consistent with
the ceramic lamps from the site, which are also
characteristic of the Byzantine period and the
early Umayyad period.

Thirtybeads, mostly plain, were collected from
the site. Some were made of glass, including
mosaic glass (millefiori; Fig. 5:1), and some
of frit (Fig. 5:9). The beads are characteristic
of the Late Roman period (fourth century CE),
though they continue into the Byzantine period.
As they are small and durable, beads were long-
lasting and were passed down for generations.

It seems the interred in the cave in the Gonen
quarter were buried in the Byzantine period
together with beads from an earlier period.

The clay lamps, glass vessels and beads date
the use of the cave to the Byzantine period
and the beginning of the Early Islamic period.
The plan of the cave—a single central burial
chamber with arcosolia hewn in its walls,
and burial troughs set widthwise, parallel to
each other—indicates it should be ascribed to
the Byzantine period (fifth-seventh centuries
CE). The cave belongs to Type 2.2.4 according
to Avni’s typology, a type which is relatively
infrequent compared to other cave types of
the period. Avni has shown that caves with the
same plan and similar finds and burial practices
have been discovered in the Jerusalem region,
e.g., at ‘Dominus Flevit’, Beit Fajjar, Nahalat
Ahim, Mount Herzl, er-Ram, St. George Street,
Tell el-Ful and ‘En Lavan. Similar caves were
identified in the Shephelah, e.g., Luzit, Bet
Guvrin and near Netiv Ha-Lamed-He, and also
in the north of the country, e.g., at Kursi and
Bet She‘arim.

The burial cave in the Gonen quarter is part
of the cemetery of Khirbat al-Juarish (Horbat
Gores), which was a small village within the
agricultural settlement array along Nahal
Refa’im during the Byzantine and Early Islamic
periods (Fig. 1). Other settlements belonging to
this agricultural cluster include Havat Ha-Nazir
in Nahal Raqafot (which merges into Nahal
Refa’im), where a settlement with buildings,
olive-press installations, winepresses, cisterns
and caves was uncovered; ‘Ein el-Hanniya, with
a Byzantine-period church; ‘En Ya‘al, where a
Byzantine settlement, including buildings and
farming terraces, continued into the Umayyad
period, when a bathhouse was built there; ‘Ein
el-Balad, dotted with numerous pottery sherds
of the Byzantine period; and ‘Ein el-Aliq (‘En
Lavan), where a large amount of Byzantine and
Early Islamic pottery was collected and a burial
cave dated to these periods was excavated. ‘Ein
el-Hanniya, ‘En Ya‘al, ‘Ein el-Balad and ‘Ein
el ‘Aliq also yielded tunnels that conveyed
water in channels and in built aqueducts to a
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pool and farming terraces, which made possible
sophisticated irrigated farming in the region.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Location of Horbat Gores and the
agricultural settlements along Nahal Refa’im.

Plan 1. Plan and section of the burial cave.
Fig. 2. Byzantine candlestick lamps, Nos. 1-3.
Fig. 3. Byzantine candlestick lamps, Nos. 4-6.
Fig. 4. The glass vessels.

Fig. 5. The beads.
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