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THE COINS FROM A ROMAN-PERIOD FARMSTEAD AT EL-QABU,
SOUTH OF ASHQELON

ROBERT KOOL

Fifty-seven bronze coins were found during
excavations of several structures, installations
and tombs located in the northern section of
El-Qabu (see Sion, this volume).! Fifty-three
of the coins, including a hoard of 23 bronzes,
were identified. They are presented here in two
separate catalogues, one devoted to scattered
finds and the other, to the hoard assemblage.
Illustrated items are indicated by an asterisk in
the catalogues.

Isolated Finds (Catalogue 1; Fig. 1)

With the exception of two Hellenistic (Cat.
1:1, 2) and three Early Roman (Cat. 1:3-5)
specimens, as well as a single Byzantine piece
dated to the first half of the sixth century (Cat.
1:30), all the coins fall between the second
half of the second century and the reign of
Maximinian Herculius (286-305 CE).

The majority of the coins were retrieved in
and around the excavated structures and the
winepress located on the Northern Hill, and
from Winepress 1 on the Southern Hill. Most
were either surface finds or collected from the
fill above the floor, indicating their use at the
site during the third—fourth centuries (see Sion,
this volume).

Among the early coins is a rare flan (Cat.
1:5), collected from Winepress 1. The flan
has a trapezoidal section and is likely to have
produced a beveled coin (Merkholm 1991:12).
Beveled coins were not characteristic of the
Ascalon mint after the third quarter of the
second century BCE (Kushnir-Stein 2000-
2002:79). The only mint that continued the
use of beveled flans in this period (Kushnir-
Stein 2000-2002:80-81) was in Jerusalem.

Moreover, other elements of the flan type—
its 17 mm diameter, the central protrusion
and opposing flanges, are typical of the
flans produced from soft limestone molds in
Judea (Ariel 2003). The fact that the flan was
found together with a small bronze (Cat. 1:3),
minted in 24 CE by the Roman procurator of
Judea, Valerius Gratus (15-26 CE), further
corroborates the suggestion that the flan
originated in Jerusalem.

Another interesting and rare early find
is a lead token minted under the Roman
administration in Egypt in the first-second
centuries CE (Cat. 1:6). The obverse portrays
Serapis wearing the kalathos, and the date,
Year 1; on the reverse, the river god Nilus is
reclining to left. The token—a surface find—
was unearthed in Building 3 (L103) together
with a small bronze of Agrippa I minted in
41/42 CE (Cat. 1:4). Similar tokens were found
in the North Sinai survey, conducted along the
coastal plain between Suez and Wadi Gaza
from 1972 to 1982 (Kool, in prep.), and hint
at the continuous commercial connections
between the two provinces (Arthur and Oren
1998:193-203).

Significantly, the majority of the coins
(89%) form a single, continuous chronological
group, spanning some 150 years, between the
second half of the second century and the end
of the third century CE. This concentration of
coins seems to indicate that the establishment
and occupation of the site occurred mainly
within that period. The latest coin, a billon
of Maximinian Herculius dated c. 293 CE
(Cat. 1:23), may indicate that the occupation
of the site ended sometime after this date, at
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Fig. 1. Isolated coin finds.

the beginning of the fourth century. This is A single Byzantine bronze nummus, dated to
reinforced by the total absence of the numerous the first half of the sixth century (Cat. 1:30),
fourth—fifth-century small bronzes frequently possibly represents a stray-loss, which was left
found in excavations. by a passerby two centuries later.
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The Hoard from Building 4 (Catalogue 2; Fig. 2)
The above dating is further reinforced by the
similar periodization provided by a hoard of 23
bronzes discovered in Building 4. The hoard
was found concealed in a small cavity that had
been dug 0.3 m into a floor of beaten earth, in
the northeastern corner of the structure (L133).
It consisted of a homogenous group of imperial
and provincial bronzes struck in a limited time-
range between the mid-second and mid-third
centuries CE.

The hoard contains a mixture of imperial
asses and sestertii, with bronzes from

1
5

6
0
E—

regional ‘provincial’ mints (Gaza, Ascalon,
Caesarea Maritima, Aelia Capitolina, and
Nysa-Scythopolis), many of which are
countermarked. It thus reflects the typical
token bronze currency circulating during this
period in the central and southern part of the
Roman province of Palestina.? The manner
in which this hoard was concealed—interred
in a corner of the floor of a room—and the
small monetary value of its contents, both
seem to hint that it was deposited by the
occupants of the structure.

7

1

Fig. 2. The coin hoard from Building 4.
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Fig. 2 (cont.).
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NOTES

' The coins were cleaned in the IAA laboratory,
under the direction of Lena Kuperschmidt, and
photographed by Clara Amit.

2 Considering the enormous quantities of such token
money that must have circulated in the province,
there are relatively few registered or published
deposited hoards from this period: Silat-a-Dahar (94
coins; Spijkerman and Starkey 1958); Kalansuwa
(19 coins; Meshorer 1963); Sheikh Zueid (850 coins;

Coin Hoards 1975: No. 124); Bet She’an (43 coins;
Bland 1981); Tel Hefer A and B (6 and 9 coins;
Bijovsky, in prep.); Gelilot (13 coins; unpublished).
Hoards with a more northern provenance, and
usually containing larger quantities of coins from the
northern mints of Phoenicia, are Migdal (188 coins;
Meshorer 1976) and the mixed silver—bronze hoard
from the shipwreck off the Carmel coast (162 coins;
Meshorer 2010).
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