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Table 1. Measurements and Weights of the Incised Anchors

o1 IR 7IX7 20 mnmn WYY | (70) DARIMTR | (P) Ppwn | (270) NN anR | ‘on
Fig. No. | Stone Type Incisions Silhouette | Perforation Weight (Kg) | Measurements | Site No.
Measurements (cm) (cm)
82 MOR VW | RANAL> 3.5 15.0 L41 T1D% T12pWwX 1
Gray marble kK, AIT 4x4 W 27.5 | Ashgelon North
KYOWPP 4x4 TH 5.5
9 | NPT I AR 7.0 x 8.5 30.0 L51 mopoR | 2
9393 I 6.0 x 6.5 W 30 | Ashgelon
Beachrock 6.0 x 6.5 TH 13.5
10 -nox MM Jax 05 35.0 L54.5 299nm 11opwx 3
173 3%6 W 36 7N’
Beachrock 3.5%5.0 TH 10.5 | Ashgelon, west
of the marina
12,11 TBR VW @5.5 18.0 L52 o opwR | 4
Gray marble 3x6 W 34 | Ashgelon North
3x6 TH 5.5
13 0392712 ‘ 4.5 x 5.0 38.0 L62 51 ,]1’7|7WN 5
A 4x5 W36 | PRTIN M
Kurkar 4x5 TH 11.5 | Ashgelon,
Opposite
Holliday-Inn
Hotel
14 “p7 99719 29.0 L50 D, 112pwR 6
373 W35 | PRI 190
Kurkar TH 11 | Ashgelon,
Opposite
Holliday-Inn
Hotel
15 -p7 997 H 6 ?5.5 36.0 L49 | 710%n,712pWX 7
373 4.5 W 27.5 Ik
Kurkar TH 15 | Ashgelon, north
AH x of the marina
16 = ~NDX MM JaxR j 3.5%5.5 28.5 L 49 Topwx on 8
933 l 4x7 W 31 | Tel Ashgelon
Beachrock Qo TH 11
17 -p7 19 }‘ u 05 45.0 L52.2 | 7o¥n,12pwx 9
1373 P 4x10 W 32 al-p)
Kurkar B TH 19 | Ashgelon north
’ of the marina
18 “P799715 n ! D u 5.5%x5.5 27.0 L 50.5 51 ,]117|7WN 10
37 5%6 W28.5 PRI NM
Kurkar TH 14 | Ashgelon,
Opposite

Holliday-Inn
Hotel
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Table 1. (cont.)
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Fig. No. | Stone Type Incisions Silhouette | Perforation Weight (Kg) | Measurements | Site No.
Measurements (cm) (cm)
19 -03 1973 ]| ' 4.5 L 48.5 oY NPpwR 11
9373 8.0 x 4.5 W 21 | Ashgelon North
Kurkar TH 14.5
21 “03 7271 - 5x4 L 60 DX PYPUR | 12
9373 4x3 W 20 | Ashgelon North
Kurkar TH 19
22 “799170 - 245.0 L53 % '(1'7{?\!78 13
9373 W 29 | Ashgelon North
Kurkar TH 15
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INSCRIBED STONE ANCHORS FROM ASHQELON:
FINDS FROM UNDERWATER SURVEYS

EHUD GALILI, GERALD FINKIELSZTEIN, JOSEF AYALON AND BARUCH ROSEN
(Pp. 113-127)

Underwater surveys, carried out between 1995
and 2004 near Ashqgelon, revealed remains of
shipwrecks and cargo lost by boats plying these
coastal waters. Among the finds were a large
number of different types of anchors, testifying
to 3500 years of sea trade off the southern coast
of Israel (Fig. 1). Of the dozens of anchors
found at Ashqgelon, thirteen are inscribed
(Table 1)—a relatively large number in
comparison with anchors recovered elsewhere
along the coast of Israel. Most of the inscribed
anchors are of the composite type, to which
sharpened wooden stakes were added to
improve their hold on the seabed (Fig. 2). The
anchors were classified according to their form
and number of holes.

Composite Anchors with Three Holes—
Anchor 1 (Figs. 3-8) is made of gray marble,
a non-local stone, and retains traces of wooden
stakes and a nail. It is marked with a cross,
below which is a fragment of a three-line Greek
inscription, reading:

Karhob[é]lyng/Ka[AJAe[--]ov/Kvbnpp[ ].

KallithTenes (son  of)/Kallit[tym]os or
Kallit[tych]os/(Citizen ~ of)  Cythera or
Kytherrhos, or a member of an Athenian trible.

The stone was originally used as a tombstone or
memorial plaque, and the style of the lettering
suggests a third-century BCE dating.

Anchor 2 has markings engraved on one side,
surmounted by two vertical lines, and a Greek
cross on the other side (Fig. 9). Anchor 3 has
indistinct markings (Fig. 10). Anchor 4 (Figs.
11, 12) is incised with two Greek letters: X A,
standing for “Christos Archon”, i.e., “Christ
the Ruler”. Anchor 5 depicts a cross with two

circles on each edge of the upright bar, and the
Greek letters Q A on each side of the crossbar
(Fig. 13). Anchor 6 has indistinct markings
(Fig. 14).

This type of anchor began to be used in the
Late Bronze Age, and the finds from Ashqgelon
and elsewhere show that the type continued in
use at least until the Byzantine period.

Composite Anchors with Two Holes— Two
rectangular anchors of this type were recovered.
Anchor 7 has a two-line Greek inscription,
probably reading ME/AXH (Fig. 15). Anchor 8
seems to be engraved with a two-line inscription
in Kufic script (Fig. 16). No anchors of this type
have been found in assemblages predating the
Byzantine period.

Composite Anchors with a Rounded Upper Part
and a Rectangular Lower Part.— This appears
to be a local type of anchor that developed in
the Ashgelon region between the tenth and
twelfth centuries CE; therefore, we propose
calling the type “Ashgelon composite anchor”.
Five anchors of this type were recovered, three
of which are engraved. This type of anchor has
a rounded upper part and a rectangular lower
part, giving it the form of a tombstone, or a
prayer-niche (mihrab) in a mosque. Anchor 9
is engraved with two parallel lines, with
indistinct markings between them (Fig. 17).
Anchor 10 appears to be inscribed with Kufic
script (Fig. 18). Anchor 11 has a one-word
Kufic inscription, which translates: “Salt water
which nothing is saltier than” (Fig. 19). Based
on the inscription, the suggested date-range for
this anchor is 1140-1150 CE.

Weight Anchors.— It seems that this type of
anchor developed in the Ashgelon region;
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therefore, we propose calling the type
“Ashgelon weight anchor” (Fig. 20). Based
on the fact that these anchors were found
close to the Byzantine town of Ashgelon
Mayumas, they should probably be dated to
the Byzantine period. Anchor 12 has a kind
of star decoration composed of curved lines
meeting at the center (Fig. 21). Anchor 13
is marked with an engraving resembling the
letter H (Fig. 22).

The large number of engraved anchors found
off the Ashgelon coast seems to derive from
the region’s physical characteristics that
made navigation difficult along the coastline,
rendering its waters dangerous for shipping
(Fig. 23). The complete absence of natural
harbors or ports capable of providing shelter
for sailing boats along the southern coast—
between Yavne-Yam and Lake Bardawil—
made this stretch of water more perilous than
others. Here, therefore, the complete and utter
reliance on anchors to prevent boats being
swept ashore was more crucial than elsewhere
along the coast. This may be the reason for the
large number of engravings and inscriptions on
anchors found in the Ashgelon region, meant to
assure the well-being of their users.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Location map.

Fig. 2. Composite anchor with three holes, a
reconstruction.

Fig. 3. Anchor 1.

Fig. 4. Remains of a wooden stake in Anchor 1.
Fig. 5. Anchor 1, the partially worked side.
Fig. 6. Anchor 1, marine encrustation.

Fig. 7. Anchor 1, engraved cross.

Fig. 8. Anchor 1, engraved Greek inscription.
Fig. 9. Anchor 2.

Fig. 10. Anchor 3.

Fig. 11. Anchor 4.

Fig.12. Anchor 4, marine encrustation and iron
oxide.

Fig. 13. Anchor 5.

Fig. 14. Anchor 6.

Fig. 15. Anchor 7.

Fig. 16. Anchor 8.

Fig. 17. Anchor 9.

Fig. 18. Anchor 10.

Fig. 19. Anchor 11.

Fig. 20. Method of tying Ashgelon weight
anchors, a reconstruction.

Fig. 21. Anchor 12.

Fig. 22. Anchor 13.

Fig. 23. Types of ancient finds on the seabed at
Ashgelon: (A) ancient sea-wall; (B) remnants
of the ancient settlement that collapsed into
the sea; (C) ancient coastline; (D) wreckage
of seagoing vessels (depth 3—5 m); (E) ancient
level of sand; (F) anchors and remnants of ships
that anchored on submerged kurkar ridges
(depth 6-13 m).
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