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SUMMARIES, ‘ATIQOT 72 93*

LATE BYZANTINE BUILDINGS ON THE EASTERN FRINGES OF
TEL SHIQMONA

HAGIT TORGE AND UzZI ‘AD
(Pp. 99-129)

The excavation was conducted along three
sides of Tel Shigmona, located on the southern
outskirts of Haifa, in an area 450 m long by
7-10 m wide (Figs. 1, 2). A settlement from
the Late Byzantine period, which was 350 m in
diameter and inhabited by a mixed population
of Jews and Christians, was exposed in the
excavation.

Remains of ashlar-built residential structures
were uncovered in Areas A (map ref. NIG
19636/74778, OIG 14636/24778; Plan 1; Figs.
3-7), B (map ref. NIG 19633/74775, OIG
14633/24775; Plan 2; Figs. 8, 9) and C (map
ref. NIG 19630/74770, OIG 14630/24770; Plan
3; Fig. 10).

In Area D/E (map ref. NIG 19627/74674,
OIG 14627/24764), a large building was
exposed that was probably a basilica church
(Plan 4; Figs. 11-16). Numerous marble items
were found in this structure and others (Barash,
this volume), including a fragment of a chancel
screen. Two sections of colored mosaics were
found in the building, one of which is adorned
with a pattern of Maltese crosses and flowers
(Barash, this volume).

In Area F (map ref. NIG 19624/74756,
OIG 14624/24756; Plan 5; Fig. 17), a wall
foundation (width 2 m) was exposed. It was
probably part of the city wall or a wall that
enclosed a residential quarter, which marked
the southern limits of the settlement.

In Area G (map ref. NIG 19623/74750, OIG
14623/24750; Plans 6, 7; Figs. 18, 19), two
compounds were found south of the wall that
was revealed in Area F. Based on the poor
quality of their construction and the artifacts
within them, they were probably part of an
industrial region that was located outside the
settlement walls.

In Area H (map ref. NIG 19620/74738, OIG
14620/24738; Plan 8; Fig. 20), a rock-hewn
well was found, the upper part of which was
built.

Based on the pottery vessels (Figs. 21-24),
metal artifacts (Fig. 25), glass (Barash, this
volume) and coins (Kool, this volume), it
seems that the buildings in Areas A—E were
constructed during the second half of the
sixth century CE and were probably part of
a neighborhood situated along the eastern
fringes of the settlement. The date when these
buildings ceased to be used (were destroyed?)
was determined based on the date of the latest
pottery vessels that were found, that is, the end
of the sixth-mid-seventh centuries CE.

The settlement, which existed for just a short
period of time, was apparently destroyed by an
earthquake and was abandoned (Barzilay, this
volume).

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Location map.

Fig. 2. Excavation areas at Tel Shigmona.

Plan 1. Area A: plan and sections.

Fig. 3. Foundations and layers of fill in the
northern part of Area A, looking southeast; in
foreground, W3.

Fig. 4. Wall 8b in Area A, looking southwest.
Fig. 5. The corner formed by W5 (opposite)
and W8a (left) in Area A, looking northeast. In
foreground to left, the bedrock foundation of
the box.

Fig. 6. Walls 8c and 8d in Area A, looking
southwest.

Fig. 7. Later walls that sever the foundations
of the building in the southern part of Area A,
looking southeast.
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Plan 2. Area B.

Fig. 8. Robber trench of W251 and W254 in
Area B, looking northeast.

Fig. 9. Walls 252 and 253 and a robber trench
(L2003/L2004) in Area B, looking east—
northeast.

Fig. 10. Area C: general view, looking south—
southwest. In foreground, W351 and the corner
it forms with W350. In front of them—a pale
yellow level that was revealed outside the
building (L3010).

Plan 3. Area C: plan and section.

Fig. 11. The building in Area D/E, general view,
looking southeast. On left, the foundation of the
mosaic pavement (L420).

Fig. 12. Area D/E, general view, looking north.
Plan 4. Area D/E: plan and sections.

Fig. 13. The mosaic pavement in the building
in Area D/E (L420), looking west—northwest.
Fig. 14. Robber trench (in the center) of W452
in Area D/E, looking east.

Fig. 15. The square stone (L525) that was
embedded in the plaster floor of Hall 517 in the
building in Area D/E, looking south.

Fig. 16. The walls that slant to the west (W550,
W551) in Area D/E, looking west.

Fig. 17. Area F, looking north.

Plan 5. Area F: plan and section.

Fig. 18. Complex G1, looking east.

Plan 6. Complex G1: plan and section.

Plan 7. Complex G2: plan and sections.

Fig. 19. The southern part of Complex G2,
looking east.

Fig. 20. The well in Area H, looking northwest.
Plan 8. Area H: plan and section.

Fig. 21. Pottery from Area A.

Fig. 22. Pottery from Areas B (1-4) and C
(5-16).

Fig. 23. Pottery from Area D/E.

Fig. 24. Pottery from Area G.

Fig. 25. Metal objects.
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