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The Medieval PoTTery froM HorbaT yagur
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Excavations at Horbat Yagur recovered pottery 
sherds dating from the second century BCE 
to the thirteenth–fourteenth centuries CE (see 
Sa‘id, this volume). This report discusses 
the medieval assemblage, beginning in the 
ninth century (Early Islamic period) until the 
fourteenth century (Mamluk period), which was 
retrieved in Area B, Strata III–I. As the deposits 
from these strata were mixed, the pottery is 
presented typologically, according to two 
main categories based on function: tableware 
and cooking ware, each further divided into 
unglazed and glazed wares. The fabric color 
is described according to Munsell’s soil color 
charts (Munsell Color Chart 1994).

Tableware

Unglazed Ware
Hand-Made Jugs With or Without Painted 
Decorations (Fig. 1:1).–– At Yagur, these jugs, 

typical of the Mamluk period (late thirteenth 
century), are characterized by a light red, buff 
or gray ware, coarsely levigated and unevenly 
fired leaving a gray core. The fabric usually 
contains an abundance of white grits in various 
sizes and organic inclusions such as straw. 
Some jugs were slipped and burnished or 
incised and pinched, while others were white- 
or pink-slipped on the exterior surface with a 
painted decoration in red, brown or even black, 
usually of geometric patterns. The vessels were 
coil made and often shaped by a cloth with a 
prominent warp and weft texture (linen or 
jute cloth), traces of which can sometimes be 
observed on the finished product. Although 
such jugs have been revealed in Crusader 
and Ayyubid occupation levels at Yoqne‘am 
(Avissar 1996:169), Jerusalem (Tushingham et 
al. 1985: Figs. 37.18; 38.32) and Hama (where 
they began to appear in the late twelfth century; 
Riis and Poulsen 1957:270–274), all other 
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No. Locus Basket Description 
1 808 8008 Gray fabric 2.5YR 6/9, coarse; white grits, grog and organic 

inclusions; thick white slip on outer surface, under black-
painted geometric pattern  

2 716 7029 Red fabric 10R 4/8, fine; abundance of white grits; unevenly 
fired with light red–pinkish surface and thick gray core; 
D rim 4 cm

Fig. 1. Tableware: unglazed jugs.
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Fig. 2. Tableware: glazed bowls.

reports of this type date to the Mamluk period 
(Baramki 1944:71; de Vaux and Stéve 1950:133; 
Pringle 1984:95; 1985:176; Tushingham et al. 
1985: Fig. 42.15–18; Whitcomb 1988: Fig. 
1.4.B; Johns, McQuitty and Falkner 1989: Fig. 
25; Mcquitty and Falkner 1993: Fig. 19.12; 
Arnon 2008:365–366; Stern and Tatcher 2009: 
Fig. 3.20:5).

Mamluk Plain Jugs (Fig. 1:2).–– The jugs of 
this group are made of red–brown to orange–
brown fabric, are relatively well-levigated and 
contain an abundance of white grits in various 
sizes. All the specimens at Yagur were fired to a 
buff, light orange or light red surface. The neck 
is relatively high and conical in shape, and the 

rim is slightly thickened, everted and triangular 
in section. Similar jugs were retrieved at Abu 
Ghosh (de Vaux and Stéve 1950: Pl. G:25) and 
Yoqne‘am (Avissar 1996:167, Type 24), and 
were attributed to Mamluk occupation layers.

Glazed Ware 
Monochrome Glazed Bowls (Fig. 2:1–4).—
The main characteristic of this group is the 
single-hued lead glaze that was applied to the 
vessels after biscuit firing. The fabric ranges 
in color from light red–orange to dark red and 
is usually relatively well-levigated, containing 
an abundance of small white grits (resembling 
cooking-ware fabric). The outer surface was 
often smoothed or trimmed with a sharp tool. 
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The inner surface is always white- or pinkish-
slipped under a thick, shiny, monochrome 
lead glaze of mustard yellow or green. This 
type of glazing was designated by Pringle as 
‘Monochrome Glazed Slipped Ware’ (Pringle 
1985:177) and is well recorded at medieval 
sites, such as Yoqne‘am (Avissar 1996:91), 
Caesarea (Arnon 1999:227, Fig. 11j), Jerusalem 
(Tushingham et al. 1985: Fig. 34.24–32), 
Burj al-Ahmar (Pringle 1986: Fig. 49.50–57), 
St. Mary of Carmel (Pringle 1984:25–29), 
Tel ‘Arqa (Hakimian and Salamé Sarkis 
1988:12, Type AIII) and in the Aegean islands 
(Armstrong 1991: Figs. 7.19; 7.20). The bowl 
in Fig. 2:1 has a flaring body and various types 
of ring bases (Fig. 2:2); it dates to the Crusader 
and Ayyubid periods (late twelfth–thirteenth 
centuries; Ben-Tor 1963: Fig. 12.6; Megaw 

1971:123, 142–146; Thalmann 1978:30, 
Figs. 33.6–11; 34.1–15; 35.59; Salamé Sarkis 
1980:191; Pringle 1985: Fig. 3.15; Tushingham 
et al. 1985:143; Hakimian and Salamé Sarkis 
1988: Fig. 6.2, Type AIII.1; Avissar 1996: 
Types 34–38).

Some of the bowls from Stratum II were 
of the carinated and incurved type (Fig. 2:4), 
typical of the Mamluk era, as seen at Yoqne‘am 
(Avissar 1996:96), Horbat Shema‘ (Meyers, 
Krabel and Strange 1976:214–221), Meron 
(Meyers, Strange and Meyers 1981:124), 
Giv‘at Yasaf (Stern 1999:132), Horbat ‘Uza 
(Stern and Tatcher 2009: Fig. 3.25:2) and in 
Transjordan (Brown 1991:233). 

Monochrome Glazed Bowls with Sgraffito 
Decorations (Fig. 2:5–13).–– The sgraffito-

No. Locus Basket Description 
1 718 7042 Red fabric 10R 4/8, fine; abundance of white grits; white-slipped int. under shiny yellow 

glaze; D rim 7 cm
2 715 7061 Orange fabric 2.5YR 6.6, coarse; crudely made and fired; abundance of white grits, grog 

and basalt inclusions; white-slipped int. under shiny, bubbled, dark brown-green glaze; 
D base 5.5 cm 

3 726 7039 Dark red–brown fabric 2.5YR 3/6, fine; abundance of small white grits; white-slipped int. 
under color-splashed glaze in green, yellow and manganese; D rim 13.75 cm

4 611 6020 Orange fabric 2.5YR 6/6, fine; abundance of white grits and grog inclusions; white-
slipped int. and ext. under shiny green glaze int. and color-splashed green and brown ext.; 
D rim 10 cm

5 732 7061 Red fabric 10R 4/8, fine; abundance of white grits; white-slipped int. under shiny green 
glaze, sgraffito decorations; D rim 10.5 cm  

6 715 7033 Red fabric 10R 4/8, fine; abundance of white grits; white-slipped int. under shiny yellow 
glaze, sgraffito decorations; D rim 10.5 cm

7 804 8018 Dark red–brown fabric 2.5YR 3/6, fine; white-slipped int. under shiny yellow glaze, 
sgraffito decorations; D rim 15 cm  

8 804 8018 Red fabric 10R 4/8, fine; abundance of white grits; white-slipped int. and ext. under shiny 
green glaze, sgraffito decorations; D rim 13.75 cm

9 806 8024 Red fabric 10R 4/8, fine; abundance of white grits; white-slipped int. and ext. under shiny 
green glaze, sgraffito decorations; D rim 15 cm

10 804 8018 Dark red–brown fabric 2.5YR 3/6, fine; abundance of small-sized white grits; white-
slipped int. and ext. under yellow glaze, sgraffito decorations; D rim 11.25 cm

11 804 8018 Red fabric 10R 4/8, fine; abundance of small white grits; white-slipped int. under shiny 
green glaze, sgraffito decorations; D rim 13.75 cm

12 806 8024 Red fabric 10R 4/8, fine; abundance of small white grits; white-slipped int. under shiny 
yellow glaze, sgraffito decorations; D rim 16.25 cm

13 804 8018 Red fabric 10R 4/8, fine; abundance of small white grits; white-slipped int. under shiny 
yellow glaze, sgraffito decorations; D rim 12.5 cm

Fig. 2
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decorated bowls are distinguished mainly by 
the incised decoration. The origin of this style 
lies in Egypt of the fifth–seventh centuries, 
where it was influenced by Coptic art. The 
style was then imported into Mesopotamia 
and Iran, where it flourished during the tenth–
eleventh centuries (Fehervari 1973:61–62). 
The space to be decorated was coated with 
a white or light-colored slip by pouring or 
dipping, while the vessel was leather hard; 

then, the decorations were incised through the 
layer of slip so that the original color of the 
clay was visible. After firing, the vessel was 
coated with a monochrome glaze and fired for 
a second time. The final result was an incised 
decoration in a darker tone. The sgraffito-
decorated vessels became very popular in the 
Byzantine world (Papanikola-Bakirtzis 1999) 
and are well recorded at medieval sites (Megaw 
1972: Fig. 22; Thalmann 1978:24–26, Types 

No. Locus Basket Description 
1 746 7085 Red fabric 10R 4/8, fine; abundance of white grits; white-slipped int. and ext. under 

shiny green glaze, sgraffito decorations on int. only; D rim 11.25 cm
2 715 7024 Red fabric 10R 4/8, fine; abundance of small-sized white grits; white-slipped int. and 

ext. under shiny yellow glaze, sgraffito decorations on int. only; D rim 6.25 cm
3 718 7054 Red fabric 10R 4/8, fine; abundance of small-sized white grits; pinkish-slipped int. and 

ext. under shiny green glaze, sgraffito decorations on int. only; D base 7 cm
4 713 7024 Red fabric 10R 4/8, fine; abundance of small-sized white grits; pinkish-slipped int. and 

ext. under shiny, light-green glaze, sgraffito decorations on int. only; D rim 14 cm
5 813 8038 Red fabric 10R 4/8, fine; abundance of white grits; white-slipped int. and ext. under 

shiny green and yellow color-splashed glaze; D rim 15 cm
6 806 8024 Red fabric 10R 4/8, fine; abundance of small white grits; white-slipped int. and ext. 

under shiny yellow glaze, sgraffito decorations; D rim 17.5 cm
7 602 6011 Red fabric 10R 4/8, fine; abundance of small white grits; white-slipped int. and ext. 

under color-splashed glaze in green and yellow, gouged decoration; D rim 15 cm
8 602 6011 Dark red-brown fabric 2.5YR 3/6, fine; abundance of small white grits; white-slipped 

int. and ext. under yellow glaze, sgraffito decoration on int. only. Rim D 10 cm
9 611 6026 Red fabric 10R 4/8, fine; abundance of small white grits; white-slipped int. and ext. 

under color-splashed glaze in green and yellow; D rim 10 cm
10 704 1006 Red fabric 10R 4/8, fine; abundance of small white grits; white slip-painting under 

yellow glaze; D rim 14.25 cm
11 602 6004 Orange fabric 2.5YR 6/8, fine; abundance of white grits and grog inclusions; white slip-

painted bands under yellow glaze; D rim 12.5 cm 
12 716 7029 Red fabric 10R 4/8, fine; white-slipped int. under shiny green and yellow, color-splashed 

glaze; D rim 11.25 cm 
13 715 7024 Orange fabric 5YR 7/6, fine; well-made, fired to yellowish-buff surface; white-slipped 

int. under shiny green and yellow, color-splashed glaze; D rim 12.5 cm
14 731 7058 Dark red–brown fabric 2.5YR 3/6, fine; abundance of small-sized white grits; white-

slipped int. under yellow and brown color-splashed glaze; D rim 6.25 cm
15 804 8018 Dark red–brown fabric 2.5YR 3/6, fine; abundance of small-sized white grits; white-

slipped int. under green and brown color-splashed glaze; D rim 15 cm
16 813 8038 Buff fabric 2.5Y 8/2, fine; slip-painted decoration in green and manganese under 

transparent glaze; D rim 15 cm 
17 706 7039 Red fabric 10R 4/8, fine; abundance of small white grits; white-slipped int. and ext. 

under slip-painted decoration in green, yellow and manganese, under transparent glaze; 
D rim 10 cm

18 706 7039 Light orange fabric 5YR 7/6, fine; well-made; white-slipped int. under slip-painted 
decoration in green, yellow and manganese, under transparent glaze; D rim 13.75 cm

Fig. 34
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C, D; Tushingham et al. 1985: Fig. 39.21; 
Pringle 1985:183; 1986:150; Hakimian and 
Salmé Sarkis 1988:3, Type AI, Fig. I), where 
the suggested dates fall within the twelfth–
fourteenth centuries. 

The examples from Yagur were produced 
of red fabric, resembling that of the cooking 
vessels, relatively well-levigated and 
containing small white grits. All have a white-
slipped interior under a yellow (Fig. 2:1) or 
green glaze (Fig. 2:2), and most of the bowls 
were decorated with incision on the inner 
surface. This style is recorded at Yoqne‘am 
and Hammat Gader and dated to the twelfth–

thirteenth centuries (Avissar 1996:98, Type 47, 
Fig. XIII.35; Boas 1997:391).

Monochrome Glazed Bowls with Sgraffito 
Decorations, Serçe Limani Type (Fig. 3:1–9).— 
Most of the sgraffito-decorated glazed bowls 
from Stratum III resemble bowls that were 
recovered in the Serçe Limani shipwreck 
near the Turkish coast, which was dated 
to the first quarter of the eleventh century 
(Bass and van Doorninck 1978: Fig. 7:12; 
Jenkins 1992:61). This type of bowl is made 
of red clay, resembling cooking ware, with a 
white or pinkish slip applied on the inner and 
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Fig. 3. Tableware: glazed bowls.



yael d. arnon122

outer surfaces under a lead glaze of various 
colors, and sgraffito decoration on the interior 
only. Such bowls have been found at ‘Akko 
(Arnon, forthcoming), Yoqne‘am (Avissar 
1996: Type 28, Pls. XIII.19:1; XIII.19:3) and 
Kh. Abu Suwwana (Finkelstein 1997: Fig. 
3.12). Although dated to the Crusader period 
at Yoqne‘am, Caesarea (Pringle 1985:183, 
‘Coarse Sgraffita Ware’) and Kh. Abu Suwwana, 
it seems that this type of bowl first appeared 
in the eleventh century, prior to the Crusader 
conquest. Based upon a well-stratified deposit at 
Caesarea, a similar date within the first quarter 
of the eleventh century was arrived at for Serçe 
Limani-type bowls (Arnon 2003:208). Two of 
the bowls from the Serçe Limani shipwreck 
were compared petrographically with six 
bowls from Caesarea and proved to share the 
same petro-fabric, pointing to a source along 
the southeastern shore of the Mediterranean 
(Mason et al. 1992:70).

Under-Glazed Slip-Painted Bowls with Yellow 
or Transparent Glaze (Fig. 3:10, 11).— This 
group is characterized mainly by its finely 
levigated and well-made, orange, red or light 
brown ware. A slip-painted decoration was 
usually applied to the interior surface below a 
transparent or yellow glaze. Most of the Yagur 
examples are of two types: in the first type, the 
decorations were white or cream-colored on 
a red–brown background: in the second, the 
white-slipped paintings have a yellowish tinge 
(Fig. 3:11). At Yoqne‘am, most of the under-
glazed, slip-painted bowls, especially the 
carinated ones, originated in Mamluk strata, 
although they were retrieved in a late twelfth-
century stratum (Avissar 1996:96). While green-
glazed bowls already appeared in Crusader loci 
at some sites, it seems that the yellow-glazed 
style was preferred in the Mamluk period. 
The yellow-glazed bowls are well-known 
throughout the eastern Mediterranean during 
the late twelfth–fourteenth centuries (Baramki 
1944: Fig. 11.7; de Vaux and Stéve 1950: Fig. 
32.9; Smith 1973: Pl. 72.494; Thalmann 1978: 
Fig. 331; Rosser 1985: Fig. 15; Pringle 1986: 

Fig. 50.66; Arnon 1999:227, Fig. 10; Avissar 
1999:96; Papanikola-Bakirtzis 1999:161; Stern 
1999:127, Figs. 1.10–14; Stern and Tatcher 
2009: Fig. 3.26:12).

Color-Splash Glazed Bowls (Fig. 3:12–15).— 
These bowls appear to be the earliest glazed 
ceramic group that was influenced by the 
Chinese T’ang ware (Fehervari 1973:35). The 
body was white-slipped under a transparent 
glaze to provide a lighter background for the 
colored glaze that was splashed, mottled or 
painted with a brush. The most frequent colors 
are green and yellow splashes. The Yagur 
vessels were of either a light red or a dark red 
fabric, well-made and finely levigated. The 
bowl forms vary from classical hemispherical 
(Fig. 3:12) to carinated bodies (Fig. 3:13). This 
group is well-known throughout the Middle 
East beginning in the ninth century (Lane 1937: 
Fig. 2.D; Wilkinson 1973:54; Najjar 1989: Fig. 
9.37; Northedge 1992: Fig. 160.2; Avissar 
1996:78; Arnon 2008:115–116), and continues 
into the Crusader and Mamluk periods as well 
(Pringle 1985: Fig. 3.20; Avissar 1996:87; Stern 
1997: Figs. 6.62; 6.63; Arnon 1999:227, Fig. 
10.CE). These bowls are typical of the Mamluk 
period and have been recorded at Yoqne‘am 
(Avissar 1996:96), Horbat Shema‘ (Meyers, 
Krabel and Strange 1976:214–215), Meron 
(Meyers, Strange and Meyers 1981:124), 
Giv‘at Yasaf (Stern 1999:132) and in Jordan 
(Brown 1991:233). 

Polychrome Under-Glazed Slip-Painted Bowls 
(Fig. 3:16–18).— Bowls of this group can 
be considered one of the earliest and most 
popular styles in the Early Islamic repertoire. 
The bowls were white slipped and painted 
in green, manganese-black or purple-brown 
streaks, bows and daubs, under a transparent, 
monochrome, or color-splashed glaze. When 
the glaze is transparent, as in the Yagur 
examples, the background has a pale yellow or 
straw-like color. The fabric is always buff or 
pink, and when it is pink, the vessel was fired 
to a buff tone to provide a whitish background 
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No. Vessel Locus Basket Description 
1 Cooking pot 718 7042 Light red fabric 2.5YR 6/6, fired to pale red–gray tone 2.5YR 6/2; 

abundance of basalt and limestone pebbles
2 Cooking pot 808 8029 Dark red fabric 2.5YR 3/6; abundance of crushed shells, quartz, white 

grits and basalt; unevenly fired leaving thick gray core; burnished marks 
visible on outer surface; D rim 11.25 cm 

3 Cooking pot 746 7085 Red fabric 10R 4/8, fine; abundance of white grits; D rim 9 cm
4 Cooking pot 718 7034 Red fabric 10R 4/8, fine; abundance of white grits; dark brown glazed 

band on outer surface below rim; D rim 7.5 cm
5 Cooking pot 602 6011 Red fabric 10R 4/8, fine; abundance of small white grits; D rim 11.25 cm
6 Frying pan 806 8024 Red fabric 10R 4/8, fine; abundance of small white grits; thick dark 

brown glaze applied to surface int.; D rim 12.5 cm 
7 Frying pan 611 6020 Red fabric 10R 4/8, fine; abundance of small white grits; dark brown 

glaze applied on base int. only; D rim 13.75 cm
8 Bowl/frying 

pan
732 7061 Dark, reddish brown fabric 2.5YR 3/4, fine; well made; ginger-brown 

glaze applied on surface int.; D rim 13.75 cm

Fig. 4. Cooking ware: unglazed (1, 2) and glazed (3–8).

to the colored decorations. Such vessels have 
been recorded from sites throughout the Middle 
East and are dated to the ninth–tenth centuries 
(de Vaux and Stéve 1950: Pl. XV.2–5; Frierman 
1975: Fig. 6.o; Grabar, Holod and Knustad 
1978: Fig. H-1; Whitehouse 1979: Pl. 1.a; 
Whitcomb 1989: Fig. 7.f; Arnon 1996: Fig. 34; 
1999: Fig. 4; 2003:141; Avissar 1996: Fig. 
XIII.2.4; Yavor 1999: Fig. 32.4). 

Cooking ware

Unglazed Ware
Globular Cooking Pot (Fig. 4:1).— This unique 
cooking pot is similar to the unglazed Aegean 
specimens found in Corinth, Troia and Cyprus 
(Stillwell MacKay 1967: Fig. 4.117; Megaw 
1972:334, Type B, Fig. E; Hayes 1995: Fig. 
5:74) and dated to the late twelfth and thirteenth 
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centuries. The vessel is characterized by a 
deep, concave rim that served as a lid holder. 
The fabric is unusual to cooking vessels in this 
region: light red, fired to pale red–gray, and 
containing many basalt and limestone pebbles. 

Handmade Cooking Ware (Fig. 4:2).–– All the 
vessels in this group were handmade, produced 
by coils and smoothed with a wet cloth. 
They are globular with a short, everted rim, 
triangular in section. The ware was coarsely 
levigated, containing large quantities of white 
grits in various sizes and an abundance of 
quartz due to sand inclusions. The vessels were 
unevenly fired, leaving a thick gray core. The 
single example from Yagur contains basalt 
inclusions, which negate a local origin for 
this pot. Handmade cooking vessels are well 
recorded in Mamluk occupation levels dated to 
the thirteenth–fourteenth centuries in Jerusalem 
(Tushingham et al. 1985: Fig. 45.16, 17), 
Yoqne‘am (Avissar 1996:138), Burj al-Ahmar 
(Pringle 1986: Fig. 41), St. Mary of Carmel 
(Pringle 1984: Fig. 3.2–4), Tel Taninnim 
(Arnon 2006: Fig. 125:3), Caesarea (Arnon 
2008:369), Horbat ‘Uza (Stern and Tatcher 
2009: Fig. 3.19:12) and Pella in Jordan (Smith 
1973:242–243, Fig. 59.1024),

Glazed Ware
Globular Cooking Pots (Fig. 4:3–5).–– During 
the tenth century, a new type of closed cooking 
vessel appeared, replacing the open casserole 
that was common throughout Late Antiquity, 
the Umayyad and Abbasid periods (Avissar 
1996:133; Arnon 1999: Fig. 8j-e; Stacey 
2004:124). It continued into the eleventh 
century (Arnon 2008:250, 301), and, with 
minute differences, into the twelfth–thirteenth 
centuries as well. The first glazed pots had a 
groove below the rim and were only glazed on 
the interior of the base. Such specimens were 
dated to the late ninth–early tenth centuries at 
Caesarea (Arnon 2008:218), Tiberias (Stacey 
1995: Fig. 9:2), Yoqne‘am (Avissar 1996: Fig. 
XIII.89:2, Types 2, 4) and Amman (Northedge 
1992: Fig. 137:7). Some of the pots were fired 

to a light red tone in a reduced atmosphere, a 
technique quite common on storage jars during 
the Early Islamic period.

The later versions are more globular and 
usually have strap handles, often accompanied 
by thumb-indented ledge handles, and a slightly 
everted, ledged rim smeared with ginger-brown 
glaze on the entire inner surface. Similar 
cooking pots have been retrieved from Hammat 
Gader (Boas 1997: Pl. I), Yoqne‘am (Avissar 
1996:136–137), Caesarea (Pringle 1985: Fig. 
2.3–8), Burj al-Ahmar (Pringle 1986:48), Tel 
‘Arqa (Thalmann 1978: Fig. 32) and Cyprus 
(Megaw 1972:334). Although dated to the 
twelfth century at Yoqne‘am (Avissar 1996: 
Type 8, Fig. XIII.95:1), Jerusalem (Tushingham 
et al. 1985: Fig. 34:35), Amman (Northedge 
1992: Fig. 137:5, 3) and Tell ‘Arqa (Hakimian 
and Salamé Sarkis 1988: Fig. 11:5; Thalmann 
1978: Fig. 32), similar cooking pots to those in 
Fig. 4:6, 7 were retrieved in a sealed chamber at 
Caesarea, along with approximately 200 glass, 
bronze and pottery items, known as the Fatimid 
Caesarea Hoard (Lester, Arnon and Pollak 
1999: Fig. 1:d; Arnon 2003:238–239).

Frying Pans (Fig. 4:6, 7).–– The wheel-made, 
glazed frying pans made their first appearance 
during the tenth century, as reported from 
Caesarea and Yoqne‘am (Avissar 1996:139, 
Types 13, 14; Arnon 1999: Fig. 226.a–h). This 
efficient cooking vessel is characterized by its 
flat base covered with thick brown glaze, an 
inverted rim or an everted rim triangular in 
section and strap handles. The Early Islamic 
frying pans are glazed only on the bottom (Fig. 
4:7), while the later examples are glazed on 
the entire inner surface up to the rim. The later 
frying pans have been recorded at sites such 
as Yoqne‘am (Avissar 1996: Fig. XIII.102, 
Type 15), ‘Akko (Pringle 1997:139), Caesarea 
(Pringle 1985: Fig.3.9; Arnon 1999: Fig. 12d), 
St. Mary of Carmel (Pringle 1984: Fig. 5:25), 
Hammat Gader (Boas 1997: Fig. I.14) and Tel 
‘Arqa (Thalmann 1978: Fig. 31.5; Hakimian 
and Salamé Sarkis 1988: Fig. 11.1–4, Type 
D1.1.1).
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Open Cooking Bowls or Frying Pans (Fig. 
4:8).–– This type of bowl (or frying pan) is 
characterized by beveled walls and a pinched, 
thickened rim. The fabric is dark reddish 
brown, resembling cooking ware. The entire 
inner surface is covered with a thick, ginger-
brown lead glaze. Similar specimens were 
recovered at ‘Atlit (Johns 1936: Fig. 14.5), 
St. Mary of Carmel (Pringle 1984:99, Fig. 
5:29) and Yoqne‘am (Avissar 1996:144, Type 
18), and dated to the thirteenth–fourteenth 
centuries. 

ConClusions

The pottery from Area B Strata III–I at Horbat 
Yagur demonstrates that the excavated area 
was probably a dwelling quarter rather than a 
storage area, as there were no storage vessels. 
The assemblage dates between the ninth and 
fourteenth centuries CE; no material dates 
earlier than the second half of the ninth century. 
The relatively large number of Serçe Limani-
type bowls raises the question of their origin, 
and petrographic analysis is therefore required. 
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