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HORBAT NAZUR: SETTLEMENT REMAINS FROM THE IRON AGE THROUGH
THE HELLENISTIC PERIOD AND AN INDUSTRIAL AREA FROM THE
BYZANTINE PERIOD

ELI YANNAI
(PP. 63*%-97%)

The excavations at Horbat Nazur (map ref.
NIG 20356/70942, OIG 15356/20942) were
conducted in five non-contiguous areas (A-E;
Fig. 1), extending from Nahal ‘Iron in the north
to Nahal Narbeta in the south, prior to the laying
of the Cross-Israel Highway. Three of the areas
(A—C) were opened along the eastern fringes of
Horbat Nazur, Area D was opened to their north
and Area E was located on the southern bank of
Nabhal ‘Iron, some 5 km east of the ruin.

In Areas A and B, a large building was
exposed, dated to the Hellenistic period. In
Area C, about 100 m south of Area A, industrial
installations were exposed; their date is not
clear. In Area D, an ancient agricultural terrace
and stone heaps were exposed that may date to
the Roman or Byzantine periods, and in Area
E, two burial caves, quarries and winepresses
from the Byzantine period, were revealed.

Area B (Plans 1, 2; Figs. 2-5)
The architectural remains in Area B and
in Area A (see below) are understood
to be part of one large building (Plan 1:
Section 2-2) constructed on both sides of
a north—south oriented wall (W52, W501;
c. 42 m long, 1.0-1.5 m wide, 1.2 m high).
This wall (W52) was built of two rows of large
stones interspersed with a fill of small-sized
stones and earth. The northeastern massive
corner of the building (Sqs D-E/52-53; W52,
W78) was founded on bedrock; it was built of
three large stones, in complete disproportion
to the irregular construction of the rest of the
walls.

Two rooms were unearthed (L2192 and
L2122/2135; Figs. 3, 4), separated by WSO0.
In the northeastern corner of Room 2192 a

rectangular installation (W55) was exposed; it
may have served as a base for a wooden staircase
that led to a second story, or to the roof. Based
on the plan of the rooms, their orientation and
their relation to the natural topography of the
hill and to W52, it is clear they once formed
part of the corner of a large courtyard building
that stood on the slope on the northeastern edge
of the site.

A series of retaining walls, which was meant
to support the structure from the outside, was
constructed east of W52: Walls 61 and 62 abut
the corner of the building from the north (where
Walls 78 and 52 meet), and W57 (Fig. 5)
encloses the building from the east and probably
also from the south. The area between the
retaining walls and W52 was backfilled to form
a leveled terrace. Several walls (W60, W76)
were built for the purpose of strengthening the
retaining walls. The retaining walls were built
in two phases: first, a small room (L2126) was
affixed to W52; later, the retaining wall (W57)
was built and the area between this wall and
W52 was filled compactly with very small
stones to the top of the walls.

The ceramic finds in Area B were discovered
in three concentrations: atop the floors and
within the collapse inside the rooms (Loci
2192, 2122/2135); in the stone fill between
the retaining walls and W52 (Loci 1238, 2058,
2147, 2125, 2126); and in the terraces and the
walls that surround the site to a distance of
100-150 m. The artifacts date to the Persian,
Hellenistic and Early Roman periods (Fig.
8-12). Finds were also recovered in fills that
were devoid of any clean context, dating to the
Late Bronze and Iron Ages (Figs. 6, 7) and to
the Byzantine and Mamluk periods (Fig. 13).
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Area A (Plan 3)
In this area four partly preserved units were
exposed alongside WS501 (the continuation
of Area B W52) and WS505. Bedrock was
not leveled prior to the construction of the
building. In those spots where the bedrock was
high, the first course was laid directly upon
it, and in the places where it was low—the
first course was set on a mixture of earth and
small stones. The stone foundations of all the
excavated walls were preserved two to three
courses high, i.e., to the height of the floors;
thus, it was not possible to reconstruct the
location of the openings. With the exception
of W509, the walls of the building were made
of medium-sized fieldstones, dressed on their
outer face; small stones and earth were used to
fill the spaces in between the stones. The tops
of the foundations were leveled, possibly to
accommodate an upper mudbrick construction.
Four building units were discerned (Plan 3):
a northwestern unit (Sqs D/1-3; Fig. 14),
west of W501, comprising only two partially
excavated rooms (L1018—W501, W503, W509
and L1019—W501, W503, W519, W509),
which were probably not used as dwellings; a
northeastern unit (Sqs D/3-5), east of W501,
which had a slightly different orientation than
that of the unit to its west—most of its rooms
are situated beyond the limits of the excavation;
a southwestern unit (Sqs C-E/6-8; Fig. 15),
west of W505; and a southeastern unit (Sqs
C-E/7-9), east of W505. The limited nature
of the excavation in Area A, and the fact that
no openings were located, made it difficult to
understand the plan of the building.

Considering the large quantity of ceramic finds
from the Persian period (see Figs. 8-11, 16,
17) that were discovered in Areas A and B, it
seems the construction of the building began in
that period. The building seems to have been
predominantly in use during the Hellenistic
period, as evidenced by the finds (Figs. 8-11,
16, 17)—especially the Rhodian amphora
handles (see Ariel, this volume) and the coins
(see Bijovsky, this volume)—that were found

in situ on the floor of Room 2192 in Area B.
The continuity of use of Persian buildings in the
Hellenistic period is known from various sites,
such as Bet Zur and Hazor Area B, perhaps due
to their high quality construction, which was
durable and long lasting.

Area C

In an open area, c. 100 m south of Area A,
several flat bedrock outcrops were discovered,
in which were hewn cupmarks, pits and
installations (Plan 4), the purpose of which was
not ascertained. It seems that this area was part
of the site’s agricultural hinterland. No datable
finds were recovered from these installations;
thus, it is very difficult to estimate the time
when they operated. They may belong to any
one of the phases during which the site was
inhabited: the Iron Age, the Persian period or
the Hellenistic period.

Many walls were exposed around the site:
a massive enclosure wall, terrace walls and
stone fences (W48; Plan 5). Wall 48 (Plan 6)
surrounded the remains from the Hellenistic
period, including the buildings in Areas A and B
and the installations in Area C.

Three winepresses were unearthed in this
area: Winepress 1 (Plan 7; Fig. 18) had an
oval treading floor and a collecting vat in its
northwestern corner; Winepress 2 (Fig. 19) had
an oval treading floor and a small collecting
vat hewn in its southern side; and Winepress
3 (Plan 8; Fig. 20) had a rectangular treading
floor with a rhomboid collecting vat hewn in its
southwestern side.

Area D

This area was located on a rocky plateau, 90 m
above sea level, about one kilometer north of
Areas A—C. Agricultural terraces (e.g., Plan 9)
and stone heaps (e.g., Plan 10; Fig. 21) were
discovered in the area. No dateable finds were
retrieved.

Area E
This area was opened on the northern bank
of Nahal ‘Iron, some 5 km from Areas A-D,
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in the eastern part of Kibbutz Barqai. The soft
bedrock in this area was exploited for a variety
of purposes, such as burial caves, quarries and
winepresses (Plan 11). The activity in Area E
dates exclusively to the Byzantine period.

Burial Caves. Burial Cave 1 was hewn along
the eastern bend of a natural depression in the
bedrock in the center of the excavation area.
The cave’s entrance was destroyed by the rock-
cutting activity in Quarry C (see below; Plan
11; Fig. 22). It was possible to reconstruct a
(stepped?) approach from the surface level in
the east to the opening of the cave in the west.
The cave comprised a main burial chamber and
three burial benches along its walls. On the
benches and inside the burial chamber were
several unarticulated bones belonging to adults,
as well as scattered pottery finds and glass
vessels (see Winter, this volume).

Burial Cave 2 was hewn in the lower third of
the slope, c. 50 m west of Cave 1. The entrance
to the cave led to a central burial chamber (Plan
11) flanked on the south, east and west by burial
benches. A fragment of a railing, which had
separated the burial chamber from the benches,
was found discarded among the stone collapse
that was piled on the cave floor. The finds (Figs.
23, 24) from the burial cave were concentrated
in its entrance and included jars, bowls, sagiya
jars, cooking pots and three Byzantine (fifth—
sixth centuries CE) oil lamps (studied by Varda
Sussman and the author), alongside fragments
of glass vessels (see Winter, this volume). The
large amount of jars (c. 85% of the finds) is
uncharacteristic of burial caves and it shows
that many of them were probably not from the
interment phase; they most likely date to the
time when the caves were adapted for use for
industrial or storage purposes.

Quarries (Plan 11; Fig. 25). In the large quarries
(Quarries A-E), the detached stones measure
0.5 x 0.6 x 0.7 and 0.38 x 0.42 x 0.69 m.
Some of the stones were of nari and some
were of chalk. In the medium-sized quarries
(Quarries G, H-L, Q, P and S), smaller stones

were produced, measuring 0.30 x 0.44 x 0.61
and 0.30 x 0.41 x 0.60 m. Smaller quarries
(Quarries 3115, F, N, O and R) were uncovered
as well.

Winepresses (Plan 11). Winepress 3014 was
hewn in a hard bedrock surface that sloped
gently to the north. It consisted of an oval-
shaped treading floor and an oval collecting
vat. Cupmarks were hewn in the bedrock
surface around the winepress; one cupmark
was located inside the treading floor. Winepress
3106 (Fig. 26) was hewn in a large natural
bedrock surface that sloped slightly to the east.
It consisted of a treading floor and collecting
vat that had stepped walls, indicating its later
use as a quarry (Quarry O). Winepress 3112
consisted of a treading floor and a collecting
vat. Winepress 3114 had a treading floor, a
collecting vat and a smaller vat.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Location map.

Plan 1. Areas A and B.

Plan 2. Area B: plan and sections.

Fig. 2. Area B at the conclusion of the
excavation, looking west.

Fig. 3. Area B: Locus 2135, looking east.

Fig. 4. Area B: Locus 2192, after the removal of
the stone collapse, looking south.

Fig. 5. Area B: Retaining Wall 57, looking
south.

Fig. 6. Area B: pottery from the Late Bronze
Age and the Iron Age.

Fig. 7. Area B: basalt bowls from the Late
Bronze Age and the Iron Age.

Fig. 8. Area B: pottery from the Persian and
Hellenistic periods.

Fig. 9. Area B: pottery from the Persian and
Hellenistic periods (cont.).

Fig. 10. Area B: pottery from the Persian and
Hellenistic periods (cont.).

Fig. 11. Area B: pottery from the Persian and
Hellenistic periods (cont.).

Fig. 12. Area B: pottery from the Early Roman
period.
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Fig. 13. Area B: pottery from the Byzantine (1)
and Mamluk (2, 3) periods.

Plan 3. Area A.

Fig. 14. Area A: the northwestern unit, looking
south.

Fig. 15. Area A: the southwestern unit, looking
south.

Fig. 16. Area A: pottery from the Persian and
Hellenistic periods.

Fig. 17. Area A: pottery from the Persian and
Hellenistic periods.

Plan 4. Area C.

Plan 5. Area C: terrace walls.

Plan 6. Area C: segment of W48.

Plan 7. Area C: Winepress 1.

Fig. 18. Area C: Winepress 1, looking south.

Fig. 19. Area C: Winepress 2, looking west.
Plan 8. Area C: Winepress 3.

Fig. 20. Area C: Winepress 3, looking south.
Plan 9. Area D: Terrace Wall 5003.

Plan 10. Area D: stone heap.

Fig. 21. Area D: stone heap after its exposure,
looking east.

Fig. 22. Area E: Cave 1, a view from the
entrance to the east.

Plan 11. Area E: burial caves, quarries and
winepresses.

Fig. 23. Area E: storage jars from Burial Cave 2.
Fig. 24. Area E: oil lamps from Burial Cave 2.
Fig. 25. Area E: quarry B, looking east.

Fig. 26. Area E: Winepress 3106 and Quarry O,
looking northwest.
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