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GLASS VESSELS FROM THE BYZANTINE PERIOD AT HORBAT NAZUR

TAMAR WINTER
(PP. 99*%-104%*)

About 700 glass fragments were discovered in
the corridors of the two burial caves unearthed
in Area E at Horbat Nazur (see Yannai, this
volume). The assemblage comprises plain and
decorated vessels, probably produced locally.
Except for two mold-blown pieces, all the
vessels were free-blown of medium-quality
translucent glass. Most of the vessels are
bottles and jugs of various types characteristic
of the Byzantine period, particularly from the
late fourth to the sixth centuries CE (Figs. 1-3).
Also found at the site were Byzantine-period
oil-lamp fragments (Fig. 4:17, 18) and a hoop
fragment, possibly a medieval bead or ring
(Fig. 4:19).

The cylindrical jug in Fig. 3:16 deserves
special attention for its elaborate decoration—a
basketry pattern, produced by double mold-
blowing. It was discovered together with
other glass vessels and clay lamps from the
late fourth to the sixth centuries CE (studied
by Sussman and Yannai), which establish its
date. Moreover, this jug is the only one of its
kind discovered, so far, in a well-documented
archaeological excavation, and thus, it also
confirms its presence in northern Israel.

The glass corpora discovered in Byzantine-
period settlements in the country are
characterized by a high percentage of closed
vessels, as, e.g., in the group from the church at

Khirbat al-Karak. In burials of the period open
vessels are even scarcer (the picture is totally
different in burials of the preceding Middle and
Late Roman periods, which yielded numerous
glass bowls and beakers). When open vessels
do appear in Byzantine-dated assemblages,
they are few and are usually beakers, not bowls,
as, e.g., in the burial complex at Khirbat Sabiya
and in the rock-cut tombs at El-Jish.

The dominance of closed vessels in the
assemblage from the two Byzantine-dated
burial caves at Horbat Nazur, suggests that
the glass vessels, or at least some of them,
corresponded to the burial phase. They were
probably dumped into the corridors when the
caves were reused for storage or industrial
purposes, and the area was exploited as a
quarry. Alternately, the vessels, or some of
them, e.g., the glass lamps that are generally
absent from burials, may have been associated
with another activity that took place at the site
during the Byzantine period.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Glass bottles.

Fig. 2. Glass jugs and a jar.

Fig. 3. Decorated glass bottle and jugs.
Fig. 4 Glass oil lamps and a hoop.
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