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A BURIAL CAVE AND AN AGRICULTURAL TERRACE AT KHIRBAT
EL-MUGHRAM IN THE SHU‘AFAT NEIGHBORHOOD, JERUSALEM

ZUBAIR ADAWI
(Pp. 1%-9%)

In 2002, a salvage excavation was conducted
at the site of Khirbat el-Mughram (Fig. 1). Two
excavation areas were exposed: in the western
area, a burial cave was partially excavated (map
ref. NIG 22148/63569, OIG 17148/13569),
and in the eastern area, a revetment wall for
an agricultural terrace was unearthed (NIG
22158/63574, OIG 17158/13574).

Burial Cave (Plan 1). The rectangular cave
was fronted in the north by a courtyard, the
remains of which were only scantly visible.
Two arcosolia were hewn in the eastern and
southern walls of the cave (L157, L158; Fig.
2), and two loculi (kokhim) were carved in
each of its northern (L153, L154; Fig. 3) and
western (L155, L156) walls. The openings of
the kokhim are rectangular.

The finds in the cave originated from fills
within the cave, following the looting of the
cave in the past (for the pottery, see Rapuano,
this volume). Although the finds were not
found in situ, they seem to represent the
original contents of the cave and its date of use.
Six limestone ossuaries were found (Fig. 4, 5),
as well as six ossuary lids. All the ossuaries
are decorated only on one wall, in low relief.
One ossuary (No. 3; Fig. 6) is incised with
the Greek name IACQN (Fig. 7) and another
(No. 4; Fig. 8), exhibits traces of paint. The
anthropological remains (studied by Yossi
Nagar; Table 1) were poorly preserved. Eight
individuals were identified: six adults and two
children. They were interred in primary burial,
and later were deposited in the ossuaries in
secondary burial. A candlestick-type glass
bottle (studied by Natalia Katsnelson) was
retrieved from the cave. It is a typical find in

burial caves in the Jerusalem area, dating to
the first—third centuries CE.

Terrace Wall (W1; Plan 2; Fig. 10). The wall
was constructed on a moderate slope, and was
preserved to the height of one course. The
northern face of the wall is built of large- and
medium-sized fieldstones; its southern wall
was not preserved, as it was damaged by a
modern concrete wall. In the fills abutting the
wall to the north were ceramic finds dating
from the Iron Age to the Late Roman period
(end of first-beginning of second centuries CE;
see Rapuano, this volume).

The burial cave, comprising both arcosolia and
kokhim, is characteristic of the Second Temple
period. The finds within the cave point to a
date between the two revolts (70-135 CE). It
seems that the cave served the inhabitants of
a nearby Roman-period settlement that was
excavated some 300-400 m to its northeast.
Alternatively, it might have served the
residents of Khirbat er-Ras or Khirbat el-
Mughram. The terrace wall dates to the same
period of time, i.e., the Late Roman period,
and therefore, it might have been part of the
agricultural hinterland of one of the above-
mentioned settlements.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Location map.

Fig. 2. Arcosolium 157, looking south.
Fig. 3. Kokh 153, looking north.

Plan 1. Burial cave, plan and sections.
Fig. 4. Ossuary No. 1.

Fig. 5. Ossuary No. 2.
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Fig. 6. Ossuary No. 3. Fig. 9. Candlestick-type glass bottle.
Fig. 7. Ossuary No. 3, Greek inscription IACQN. Fig. 10. Wall 1, looking south.
Fig. 8. Ossuary No. 4. Plan 2. Wall 1, plan and section.
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