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TOMBS, QUARRIES AND AGRICULTURAL INSTALLATIONS
AT FARDISYA (EAST)

BoAz Zissu, HAIM MOYAL AND AMIR GANOR
(Pp. 61*-74%)

Fardisya is located in the northern part of the
village of et-Taiyiba, in Western Samaria (Fig.
1). In a salvage excavation, conducted in August
1995 prior to development work in the village,
two areas were opened on two spurs that extend
south and southwest of Fardisya. Installations,
quarries and tombs were exposed, which were
hewn in two concentrations in the bedrock: the
western concentration (Area A; map ref. NIG
20162/68722; OIG 15162/18722) was revealed
on a moderate, rocky slope of a spur, and the
eastern concentration (Area B; map ref. NIG
20186/68721; OIG 15186/18721) was situated
in the center of a spur ¢. 250 m east of Area A.

AREA A

In this area (Plan 1) we discovered three
winepresses (1, 4, 17); four tombs—a rock-
hewn cave (5), two pit-like graves (8, 18)
and a double-arcosolia (7); five quarries and
rock-cuttings in bedrock surfaces (3, 4, 6,
15, 19, 20); a hewn pit (21); a limekiln (9);
games and cupmarks. Winepress 1 dates to
the Late Roman—Byzantine periods; the tombs
apparently, date to the same periods, as Double-
Arcosolia Tomb 7 yielded numerous artifacts
from that time.

Winepresses

Complex Winepress 1. This installation con-
sisted of three adjacent winepresses (A—C; Plans
1, 2) that were hewn in a prominent bedrock
outcrop. A fourth, earlier winepress was negated
when a collecting vat was hewn for Winepress
B (below). The components of Winepress
A included an elliptical treading floor and a
horseshoe-shaped collecting vat. Winepress
B was the largest of the winepresses (Plan 1:
Section 2-2; Fig. 2) and consisted of a square

treading floor (I) with a pit in its center (II),
and two vats to the north of it: a square
collecting vat (III) and a horseshoe-shaped
vat (IV). Three phases were noted in Winepress
B. In the first phase, it was a simple winepress
that had an elliptical treading floor treated
with pink plaster mixed with ground pottery
sherds. This press was located in the spot where
Collecting Vat III was hewn. The horseshoe-
shaped collecting vat (IV) was used together
with the treading floor in this phase. In the
second phase, the elliptical treading floor was
negated when Collecting Vat III was hewn
and a new treading floor was installed to the
south (I). In the third phase the winepress was
no longer used, possibly because of cracks
in the bedrock, and the collecting vat was
cancelled (Plan 1: Section 2-2). Winepress C
had a square treading floor (Plan 1: Section 3-3;
Fig. 3), in the center of which was a mortise for
a screw device; such a device was particularly
common in the region of Samaria. The absence
of a filtration pit is conspicuous in Winepress
C, which is a well-known phenomenon in the
winepresses of Samaria.

Winepress E was exposed north of Complex
Winepress 1. The winepress’ treading floor was
almost completely destroyed by later quarrying
activity; however, its remains and the volume
of its collecting vat indicate that it originally
measured c. 5 x 5 m (Plan 1: Section 3-3). The
upper part of the winepress’ filtration pit(?) was
hewn in the nari bedrock; whereas its lower part
was built of small fieldstones, was lined with
light color bonding material and was treated
with smooth, light color plaster. The bottom of
the pit was paved with relatively large white
tesserae. A staircase, which descended to the
collecting vat, was built of fieldstones next to
the western side of the vat.
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Winepresses 4, 17. Remains of a simple
winepress (4) were discovered in the northern
part of the area (Plan 1). The winepress was
probably cancelled when quarrying commenced
there, as evidenced by the remains of the
rectangular treading floor (c. 2.3 % 3.0 m) and
the elliptical collecting vat to its north (c. 1.0 x
1.7 m; it is probably a natural pit).

Another rock-hewn winepress (17) was
discovered in the northeastern part of the area.
It was composed of a treading floor and a square
collecting vat, and was severely damaged after
it was no longer in use. After the winepress
ceased to function, its collecting vat was used
to produce chalk (Plan 1; see below). In order
to reach the chalk bedrock a shaft was hewn
in the bottom of the vat. In yet a later phase
the shaft was filled with refuse that included
medieval potsherds, a few animal bones and
a large quantity of organic remains. In the last
phase, a limekiln (9) was installed on the level
of the refuse. While excavating the kiln, many
partly burnt, dark gray limestone masonry
blocks were found.

Burials

Burial Cave 5. This cave was located at the
southern end of the area. The entrance to it was
by way of a shaft (Plan 1: Section 1-1). The
rectangular opening of the cave was blocked by
aroll-stone that was found in situ, inside a hewn
track that was slightly inclined. Four steps led
to a square burial chamber that was coarsely
and carelessly hewn. Other than a very small
amount of human bones (L515), no artifacts
were discovered.

Double-Arcosolia 7. In the northern part of
Area A a tomb was exposed, with two arcosolia
(Fig. 4; Plan 1: Sections 5-5, 6—6) hewn on
either side of a rectangular shaft. In each of
the arcosolia there was a burial trough (L522,
L523) that was separated from the central shaft
by a hewn partition. In each of the arcosolia
were the bones of several individuals, some of
whom were in primary burial (Fig. 5; studied
by Jacque Verdene). Other artifacts recovered

from the tomb include a large amount of non-
diagnostic pottery sherds, a dozen of glass
vessels, glass beads and jewelry (Gorin-Rosen,
this volume), and coins (studied by Gabriela
Bijovsky). Fragments of a marble bowl (Fig. 6)
were also discovered at the bottom of the
central shaft.

Double-Arcosolia tombs usually consist of a
vertical, rectangular shaft, with an arcosolium
hewn on either side of their bottom. Such
tombs are common at sites in the center of the
country, such as Tell en-Nasbeh, the Franciscan
section on the Mount of Olives, Jerusalem
(Dominus Flevit), at Khirbat el-Midya (Tombs
of the Maccabees), Khirbat el-Habs, Tel Gezer
and Shigmona. In most of the tombs of this
type no datable finds were discovered. There
are, however, some exceptions, such as the
tombs at Khirbat Zikhrin, which were dated
approximately to the fourth—seventh centuries
CE. The glass vessels indicate that Tomb 7 was
used in the latter part of the third century and
the first half of the fourth century CE (Gorin-
Rosen, this volume), and the four coins—in
the fourth and fifth centuries CE (Studied by
Gabriela Bijovsky). Hence, the tomb was used
from the end of the third century until the sixth
century CE.

Quarries and Rock-Cuttings

Nari Quarries. The remains of quarries were
discovered at the northern end of the bedrock
surface (Plan 1). Quarry 4, from which nari
building stones were extracted, probably
cancelled the earlier winepress (see above).
Another nari-stone quarry (3[g]) was detected,
near a quarry used to produce chalk (3[i]; see
below), water cisterns and various cupmarks.

Chalk Quarries and Cupmarks (10, 17, 4, 3,[i],
6, 21). A hewn elliptical shaft (10; Plan 1) was
discovered in the bedrock east of Winepress 1.
Quarry 17, comprising a 3.3 m long shaft, can-
celled the earlier winepress there (see above).
Three additional shafts are possible evidence of
chalk quarrying at the site. The ceiling of Quarry
3[i] was supported by a pier built from five
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courses of nari stones (Fig. 8). Quarries 6, 21,
19, 20 were discovered west of Winepress 1.

On the bedrock surface next to Quarry 21
three round cupmarks, and a game, which
included 11 indentations arranged in two
parallel rows of 5 adjacent indentations and a
separate indentation, were discovered. Another
such game (3[f]) has 56 indentations (Fig. 9).

AREA B

Winepress 14. This was a large winepress,
which consisted of a treading floor and a square
collecting vat linked by a rock-cut channel. A
thin layer of gray plaster was applied to the
floor of the vat, below which was an earlier
layer of pink plaster. The remains of hewn steps
were visible in the northwestern side of the vat,
next to the wall, and there were hewn recesses
in the two eastern corners.

After the installation was no longer used to
produce wine, nari stones were quarried in it,
the negatives of which could still be seen in the
area.

Pit-Like Tombs 10, 11. In the southern part of
Area B Pit-like Tomb 10 was exposed (Fig. 10).
In its southern part a head-rest had been carved.
An especially large, rectangular tomb (11) was
hewn in the bedrock north-nothwest of Tomb
10 (Plan 2; length 2.5 m, width 1.25 m, depth
c. 2.4 m).

Double-Arcosolia Tomb 16. The rectangular
shaft (Plan 2: Section 1-1), which was hewn in
a bedrock surface, was surrounded by a hewn
notch, and in the shaft’s northern side was a
horseshoe-shaped step to aid in entering the

tomb. On either side of the shaft at the bottom
of the tomb were hewn two broad, rectangular
arcosolia. Due to the inferior quality of the
indigenous bedrock the sides and partition of
the arcosolia were completed by means of
construction consisting of small fieldstones
and gray plaster. The partitions separating the
shaft from the burial arcosolia were also built
of small fieldstones and were covered with gray
plaster. The tomb was plundered and cleaned
in the past and therefore, only a single non-
diagnostic fragment of a glass vessel was found.
A coin that dates to the fifth—sixth centuries CE
(studied by Gabriela Bijovski) was found in the
dumps left by the looters.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Location map.

Plan 1. Area A, plan and sections.

Plan 2. Complex Winepress 1, plan and sections.
Fig. 2. Winepress B, looking south.

Fig. 3. Winepress C, looking south.

Fig. 4. Tomb 7, looking west at the top of the
shaft. The western arcosolium is visible at the
bottom of the tomb.

Fig. 5. Two skeletons in a primary position at
the bottom of the eastern trough in Tomb 7,
looking...

Fig. 6. Marble bowl from Tomb 7 (L515).

Fig. 7. Tomb 18, looking south.

Fig. 8. Chalk quarry (3) whose ceiling (nari
bedrock) is supported by a built pillar, looking
southeast.

Fig. 9. A game board on the bedrock surface
(3[f]), looking east.

Plan 3. Area B, plan and sections.

Fig.10. Tomb 10, looking south.
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