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HORBAT GELILOT (EL-JELIL): EXCAVATIONS ON THE FRINGES OF A
ROMAN-BYZANTINE-PERIOD VILLAGE IN THE SHARON PLAIN

ETAN AYALON AND YOSSI LEVY
(Pp. 17%-61%)

Horbat Gelilot (previously the Arab village
el-Jelil) is located on the southwestern
outskirts of Herzliyya, near the Tel Aviv—Haifa
highway (Ha-Sira Interchange; map ref. NIG
1824/6741; OIG 1324/1741; Figs. 1, 2). The
ancient settlement was severely damaged in
the past and very little is known about it. The
salvage excavations described here, headed by
Yossi Levi and Amir Feldstein, concentrated
on the northwestern slope of the hill, revealing
mainly installations, such as are usually found
on the margins of settlements, presumably for
environmental and functional reasons.

The main components unearthed were dated
to the Roman period: a bathhouse, which was
probably turned into an industrial installation
in a secondary phase (Plans 1-3; Figs. 3-9); a
plastered installation (L82; Plan 4); a migveh
(ritual bath; L24; Plan 5; Figs. 10, 11); a well
(L703), probably the water source of the above,
and a clay water pipe (L10; Plan 2; Figs. 12,
13); a partly preserved burial cave (L4, L5;
Plan 6; Fig. 14); two pottery kilns (Plan 7);
several partly preserved winepresses, including
pits and two hewn storage facilities (Plans
8-10; Figs. 15-18); several complexes of three
or four plastered vats, probably used for food
storage (Plans 11-13; Figs. 19-26); a hewn vat
containing two large stone bowls (L3; Figs. 27,
28); and a building (L708; Plan 14).

A partly preserved industrial oil press (Plan
15; Figs. 29-32), found at the southern edge of
the excavated area, is the only component dated
to the Byzantine period.

In addition to pottery (see Calderon, this
volume) and coins (Table 1), only a few small
finds were preserved: clay pipes, nails, jewelry
and some basalt utensils (Figs. 33-35).

A historical source of the third or fourth
century CE mentions “Galil on the seashore”
as a Samaritan settlement. This source, together
with two bronze rings bearing Samaritan
inscriptions (surface finds in the Vat Complex
111) and the presence of a miqveh—all point to a
Samaritan ethnic identity for at least some of the
inhabitants. Indeed, the site is located in a region
rich with Samaritan finds from those periods.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Location map.

Fig. 2. The excavation area, looking north.
Plan 1. General plan.

Plan 2. Bathhouse, well (L703), pipe (L10),
migveh (L24) and trapezoidal pit (L18).

Fig. 3. Bathhouse, looking north; to its south,
the pipe (L10).

Fig. 4. Bathhouse: the hypocaust, looking
northeast.

Plan 3. Bathhouse, vat complex: plan and
sections.

Fig. 5. Bathhouse: the mosaic surface, looking
northeast.

Fig. 6. Bathhouse: Vat 12x, looking southeast.
Fig. 7. Bathhouse: Vat 123, looking southeast.
Fig. 8. Bathhouse: Vat 13, looking southeast; in
foreground: the trapezoidal vat (L18).

Fig. 9. Bathhouse: Vat 14, looking south.

Plan 4. Plastered installation (L82): plan and
section.

Plan 5. Migveh (L24): plan and section.

Fig. 10. Miqgveh: the entrance shaft (front)
and the opening in the ceiling (back), looking
southwest.

Fig. 11. Miqveh: the inner pool and the opening,
looking northwest.
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Fig. 12. The well and the clay pipe, looking
north.

Fig. 13. Sections of the clay pipe in situ,
looking north.

Plan 6. Burial cave: plan and section.

Fig. 14. Burial cave: an intact jug/cooking pot
in L5, looking southeast.

Plan 7. Pottery kilns: plan and sections.

Plan 8. Winepresses 1 and 9, Wineries(?) 705
and 2, Vat Complexes 8 and 707 and burial cave.
Fig. 15. Winepress 9: the collecting vat, looking
west.

Plan 9. Vats (L84, L87, L83): plan and section.
Fig. 16. Trapezoidal vat (L18), looking north.
Fig. 17. Part of the coarse white mosaic
pavement in Vat 1, looking east.

Fig. 18. Entrance to Winery(?) 2, looking west.
Plan 10. Winery(?) (L705): plan and section.
Fig. 19. Vat Complex 8, looking north.

Plan 11. Vat Complex 8: plan and section.

Fig. 20. Vat Complex 8: the northeastern vat,
looking north.

Plan 12. Vat Complex 90: plan and section.
Fig. 21. Vat Complex 90, looking north.

Fig. 22. Vat Complex 707: the two western
vats, looking east.

Fig. 23. Vat Complex 111, looking southeast;
above, wall of the Byzantine olive press.

Fig. 24. Vat 113, looking south.

Plan 13. Vat Complex 80.

Fig. 25. Vat Complex 80, looking north.

Fig. 26. Vat Complex 80, niches in the upper
part of the wall, looking south.

Fig. 27. ‘The Bowls’ Vat’ (L3), looking south.
Fig. 28. Stone bowls.

Plan 14. Building 708.

Plan 15. Olive press, Vat Complex 111 and a
residential building? (L53): plan and sections.
Fig. 29. Olive press, looking southwest.

Fig. 30. Olive press: the press-bed, looking
west.

Fig. 31. Olive press: the collecting vats (L501,
L502) and the press-bed above them, looking
west.

Fig. 32. Olive press: the weights’ area to the
south (L50, L60) and the two pits (L54, L55),
looking north.

Fig. 33. Clay pipes.

Fig. 34. Small finds.

Fig. 35. Stone objects.

Table 1. The coins.
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