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BUILDING REMAINS AND A ‘BURIAL ENCLOSURE’ FROM THE BYZANTINE
TO THE MAMLUK PERIODS AT BET SHE’AN (YOUTH HOSTEL)

OFER SION
(Pp. 1-63)

In 1998, a salvage excavation was conducted
on the eastern margins of the city of Bet
She’an (map ref. NIG 247725/711400, OIG
197725/211400; Figs. 1, 2), prior to the
construction of a youth hostel. The site is
located on the upper part of a slope descending
toward the Jordan Valley, east of the Tiberias—
Jericho road (125-129 m below sea level).
Ancient coastal terraces extend to the east of
the site, along the edge of the Jordan Valley.
The area is drained eastward by the Harod and
‘Amal streams. Spring water, carrried to the
site by channels, cisterns and wells that were
uncovered at the site, served as water sources.
The site extended along the slope over six
dunams (50 x 120 m), of which c. 1900 sq m
were excavated (Fig. 3).

THE EXCAVATION

Eight strata were exposed, revealing the
remains of four buildings, tombs and water

installations (Table 1). In the lowest two strata
(VIII-VII), a ‘burial enclosure’ from the Late
Roman and Byzantine periods was exposed: a
stone foundation in Stratum VIII, and a burial
cave and a cist grave in Stratum VII. In Stratum
VI, buildings were erected around the burials,
in which a number of alterations were made
during the Umayyad period (Strata V-IV), until
their destruction in the earthquake of 749 CE.
Stratum III represents renewed construction
after the earthquake. In Stratum II, remains
of the Ayyubid and Mamluk periods were
revealed, and Stratum I represents the Ottoman
and British Mandate periods, as well as the
construction of a transit camp (ma ‘abara)
during the 1950s.

The ‘Burial Enclosure’ (Fig. 4; Plan 1)

Stratum VIII (Late Roman period)
A stone foundation (L92; 2.71 x 3.34 m; Plan
1: Section 4-4) was preserved to a height of

Table 1. Strata and Dates

Stratum | Finds Period Date
I Buildings Ottoman—-Modern | 19th c.—present
I Building Ayyubid-Mamluk | 12th—-16th c.
111 (Simple?) Courtyard houses Abbasid 9th—early 10th c.
v Alterations in residential Umayyad 7th—8th c.
buildings (Buildings I, IT)
\% Renewed construction of Umayyad 7th c.
residential buildings
VI Residential buildings Byzantine End of 6th—
beginning of
7thc.
Vil Burial cave and cist grave Byzantine 4th/5th—7th c.
VIII Stone foundation Late Roman 3rd—4th c.
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three courses (0.8 m). The lower and upper
rows were built of similar-sized ashlars (0.25 x
0.40 m). The slanted middle course gave the
foundation a stepped cross-section (Fig. 5). A
plastered channel (0.07-0.30 m) surrounded
the foundation.

Similar stone foundations were discovered
in excavations at Bet She’an, Beirut, Jerash
and Ba‘albek. In the cemetery at Beirut,
such foundations were used as platforms for
sarcophagi, while those at Jerash, Ba‘albek
and Bet She’an served as foundations for the
gate pillars. The nearby burial cave and cist
grave (L48) of Stratum VII may indicate that
sarcophagi stood upon the stone foundation.

Stratum VII (Byzantine period)

During this period, the stone foundation of
Stratum VIII was dismantled, and a burial
cave was established next to it (Figs. 6-8).
A staircase led down to the burial cave (L71;
2.0 x 2.7). The cave comprised a square burial
chamber (L76, L86; 2.50 x 2.75 m, height 2.6
m) with four hewn loculi (kokhim), two on the
eastern side and two on the southern side; on
the northern side was a hewn arcosolium (L85).
Deep burial troughs (Table 2) were hewn in the
loculi and the arcosolium. The walls of the
loculi and the arcosolium were coated with gray
plaster, decorated with molded wavy geometric
designs (Fig. 9).

On the western wall of the cave, to the south of
the entrance, a portion of a fresco was preserved
(Fig. 10) with remains of a Greek monogram
(X P). On the lower left of the monogram, part
of the letter A was preserved, and to its right—
remains of the letter Q. The monogram testifies
to the Christian identity of the owners of the
cave. This cave was, apparently, part of the
cemetery identified by Nechemia Zori in the
1950s, where graves from the second—seventh
centuries CE were discovered.

A cist grave (L48; Fig. 11) was hewn in the
rock 2 m south of the staircase leading into the
burial cave.

Stratum VI (Byzantine period)

Around the stone foundation of Stratum VIII
and the Stratum VII tombs, two buildings (I,
IT) were erected (see below). The incorporation
of the tombs and the stone foundation into a
‘burial enclosure’ in the center of the built-up
area, with two entrances leading into it, attests
to a connection between the burials and the
residents of the new buildings. The construction
of residential complexes near burials was not
unusual in the Roman and Byzantine periods.

Stratum V (Umayyad period)

In this period, the ‘burial enclosure’ went out
of use. The southern gate was blocked. Over a
meter of waste piled up, covering large parts of
the enclosure (L14, L19, L.24, L51), and filling
the stairway leading into the burial cave.

Building 1

Stratum VI (Byzantine period; Plan 1)

This residential building (19.0 x 21.5 m;
Figs. 12-16) was divided into two wings. The
eastern wing comprised an entrance hall (A), a
courtyard (D) and two units of rooms (B, C).
The western wing (E) consisted of a courtyard
and rooms on either side. Separate entrances
led into each of the two wings; there was no
passage between them.

An entrance with a well-hewn stone threshold
set in the southern wall (W201) led into the
eastern wing. The entrance hall (A) included
a passageway (L541) and a corner room (12;
L546; 2.9 x 4.3 m) that gave access to the
various units of the wing. Unit B (Rooms 10,
11) adjoined the eastern wall of the building,
while Unit C (Roms 8, 9) was located along the
southern wall. A rectangular courtyard (D; 5.5 %
15.0 m) in the center of the building had a row of
pillars (Fig. 17), which apparently supported a
second-story balcony. The toppled pillars were
found slanting to the southeast, evidence of
the 749 CE earthquake. The eastern, unroofed
side of the courtyard (L101, L104, L548, L.549,
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L550) was paved with irregular stone slabs,
while the western, roofed part (L553, L562,
L567) had a mosaic floor, a section of which
was preserved in the northwestern corner.

Unit E, the western wing, was relatively
luxurious (Figs. 18-20). The courtyard (3; 5.8 x
7.4 m) was roofed by wooden beams that
rested on two pillars and an arch. Four rooms
were uncovered around the courtyard, two to
its north (1, 2) and two to its south (6, 7). The
southeastern room (7) was paved with a mosaic
depicting in its center a palm tree with four
bunches of ripe dates among its fronds (Fig.
21). At the northern end of the mosaic, the roots
of the tree could be discerned. The date palm
was not a common motif in mosaic floors of
residences, villas or churches.

Stratum V (Umayyad period; Plan 3; Fig. 22)
In this period, many changes were made in
Building 1. The southern entrance remained
through the entrance hall (A), but the western
entrance became an internal passage. The main
alteration was the joining of Courtyards D and
E. Courtyard D was narrowed. Its mosaic floor
was damaged and its northwestern part was
incorporated into a newly created room (2).
The row of pillars from Stratum VI apparently
continued to support the balcony of the upper
story.

Courtyard E was widened eastward (5.8 x
8.4 m) and W472 of Stratum VI was cancelled.
Adjoining the northern and southern walls of
Courtyard E, three pairs of arch-bearing pilasters
were erected at intervals of 2 m to support the
wooden roof beams. The pairs of small rooms
that had flanked the courtyard to its north and
south were combined into two rectangular rooms
(1, 11). Room 11 (L528, L563; 3.6 x 6.1 m) to
the south of the courtyard had two openings
in W235: the western opening continued in
use from Stratum VI, while a second entrance
was built in place of the Stratum VI southern
pillaster. This opening cancelled the northern
end of W242.

To the west of the internal courtyard, a
semicircular room was built (5; L1545, L1568,

L1578). Semicircular rooms are rare in this
period. In the southern part of Room 14, in
Unit C, a stone foundation (L560; 0.15-0.45
m), built of fieldstones and hewn stones, was
partially uncovered.

Stratum IV (Umayyad period; Plan 4)

The main characteristic of this stratum is the
continuation of the existing division of the
rooms, with the addition of new rooms. The
southern entrance to the building was blocked,
and the main entrance was moved to the outer,
northern wall. In the entrance hall (A) of Strata
VI and V, two rooms were built: Room 21 in
the passage (2.2 x 3.7 m) and Room 22 to its
east (2.4 x 2.4 m). In Unit B, the floor level was
raised in the northern room (4) by 0.9 m, and a
plastered installation was built adjoining W37
(L98; 0.15-0.20 m wide; Fig. 23). The southern
room was divided into two rooms (13, 14) by
W38 (0.6 m high, 0.6-0.7 m wide). Wall 38,
built of two faces of ashlars with small stones
between them, penetrated the floor in a shallow
foundation trench (0.1 m deep).

Most of the changes in this stratum took place
in Units C-E. Unit C was enlarged northward.
Room 11 of Stratum V was divided into two by
W245 (11.7 m long), which was built over the
mosaic floor and continued into the courtyard
(Fig. 24). To the north of W245, four cells (7—
10; L556, L557, 1558, L1549; 1.9 x 1.9 m) and
two rooms (11: L559, L1540, L1548; 12: L558)
were erected.

Courtyard D was reduced from 82.5 sq m in
the earlier strata, to 44 sq m. A wall or bench
(W44; 4 m long) was built in its northern part.
In Courtyard E, a new wall (W231) narrowed
the area by 2 m. In Room 5—the semicircular
room of the previous stratum—a water cistern
was hewn, fed by a channel roofed with stone
slabs.

Stratum III (Abbasid period; Plan 5; Figs. 25—
28)

The building developed westward in this period,
while making use of some of the earlier walls.
The western end of W209 and the western face



122% SUMMARIES, ‘AT100T 77

of W201 were raised; the eastern, higher part of
W214 was incorporated into W209 (Fig. 25).
Rooms 3, 10, 11 and 13 remained unchanged
from the previous stratum. The building was
divided into three main units, one to the west of
W209 (F) and two to its east (G, H).

Stratum II (Ayyubid—Mamluk periods; Plan 6)
Since the site was badly disturbed prior to the
excavation, few remains of this stratum were
left intact: part of the southwestern corner of
Building I, a structure similar to that of Stratum
III. In the southern part of the building, five
rooms were exposed (1-5), of which several
walls rested c. 0.2—-0.5 m above the floor levels
of the previous strata.

Two walls (W222, W224) and a water channel
(L555), unrelated to the other remains, were
exposed c. 15 meast of Room 5. Wall 222 (6.5 m
long, 0.8 m wide) was built along a north—
south orientation. The water channel (L555;
0.2-0.3 m wide, 0.35 m deep) was plastered
and covered with irregular stone slabs (0.4 x
0.65 m). The water flowed from north to south.
To the west of the aqueduct and north of W201,
a deep pit was discovered (L540; diam. 1.4 m,
1.5 m deep). Its lower part penetrated the floor
of the Stratum VI building. At the bottom of the
pit, a hoard of 34 glazed and handmade bowls
was discovered (see Avissar, this volume).

Stratum I (Ottoman period—Modern times)

At the end of the Ottoman period and during
the British Mandate, a number of buildings
were constructed at the site and in its vicinity
(IAA Mandatory Archive File No. 29), making
secondary use of stones from earlier buildings.
On the surface were found modern construction
materials from the transit camp that stood on
the site in the 1950s.

Building II (Fig. 29)

Building IT was located in the northeastern part
of the site, to the east of the ‘burial enclosure’.
A natural terrace, 2 m lower than the western
part of the site, was used as the foundation for

the floors of this building. The western side of
the building was exposed: remains of two rows
of rooms to the east of W1, and a row of rooms
that adjoined W12. This building was erected
simultaneously with Building I, its walls
were parallel to those of Building I and both
were integrated with the ‘burial enclosure’.
Therefore, it can be assumed its plan was
similar to that of Building I.

Stratum VI (Byzantine period; see Plan 1)

The outer southern and western walls of the
building were exposed (W1, W12), but the
building extended northward and eastward,
beyond the excavation area. Walls 1, 13, 15 and
16 were built within shallow foundation trenches
(0.4 m deep), which were hewn into the bedrock.

Ten rooms were unearthed, six of them (3-8)
down to bedrock. The entrance to the building
was not preserved, but it can be assumed that it
was located in the southern wall, as in Building
I. Four rooms were found on the western side
(1, 3, 5, 7) of the building, and four additional
rooms adjoined them to the east (2, 4, 6, 8).
Soundings in the southern part of the building,
to the east of the excavated rooms, revealed the
remains of two additional rooms (9, 10). The
building’s plan of rooms arranged along the
outer walls, and the orientation of the entrances
(Fig. 30), indicate that the center of the building
was to the east of Rooms 4 and 6.

The cross walls in the eastern row of rooms
(2, 4, 6, 8) were built into 1-m-deep hewn
foundation trenches, in order to support the
building that tended naturally eastward.

Stratum V (Umayyad period; see Plan 3)

The outer walls of the Stratum VI building
continued in use. The changes in this period
focused on Rooms 2, 4, 6 and 7. The rest of
the rooms continued in use. The main change
was the removal of W24 between Rooms 4
and 6, and the construction of W22 on the
northeastern side (the southern part was not
uncovered). This change created a new room
(4;L21,L41,L54,L63,L78,1.84;3.2x11.6m).
To the west of W22, a tabun was uncovered
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(L64; diam. 0.9 m); its base rested above W24
of Stratum VI. Two entrances were opened in
W22 (0.95 m), leading to the eastern side of
the building.

Room 7 of Stratum VI was divided into two
(7, 8): the entrance in W18 was blocked and
the W10 (0.4 m wide; Fig. 31) was constructed.
Two entrances were cut through W16: one led
into Room 7 (0.8 m wide); the other, which
led into Room 8, was not preserved due to
construction in Stratum III. These changes
created passages between Room 7 (L20, L27,
L40; 1.9 x 3.6 m) and Room 4, and between
Room 8 (L15, L25, L.28, L33, L39, L53; 3.5 x
4.9 m) and Room 9 (Fig. 32). As in Building I,
this building was less elaborate in this stratum,
as evidenced by the narrowing of Rooms 4 and
6 of Stratum VI and thier conversion into one
long room, the division of Room 7 and the pits
hewn in Rooms 5 and 8 (A, B, C).

Stratum IV (Umayyad period; Plan 4)
No architectural changes could be ascribed to
this stratum.

Stratum III (Abbasid period; see Plan 5)

The general plan of the building was retained,
and the outer walls continued in use, while new
walls were built against them and floor levels
were raised by 0.6 m. The main change is seen
on the western side of the building, where it
extended into the ‘burial enclosure’. Walls §, 11
and 17 adjoined the walls of the previous strata
and created two new rooms in the southeastern
corner of the ‘burial enclosure’ (1: L11, L18,
L32,1.34;2:L14,L23). The entrance to Room 1
was in the north, and the entrance to Room 2,
in the south.

To the east of the two new rooms, two similar
units were built, each comprising two rooms
and a courtyard. The first included Rooms 3
and 4 and Courtyard 5 (L15, L20, L49), and
the second, Rooms 7 (L13) and 8 (L12), and
Courtyard 6 (L57, L78). Modern structures
damaged the walls.

Room 3 of Stratum V was divided into two
rooms by W28 and W23. The area connecting

Courtyards 5 and 6 was not excavated, but
it seems that there was an opening in W9, c.
2 m south of W23. The western part of W14
was rebuilt, narrower than its predecessor, and
W3 was erected to the east of W9. These walls
created a new division of Rooms 7 and 8.

Stratum II (Ayyubid—Mamluk periods)
No architecture was discerned that could be
ascribed to this stratum.

Stratum I (Ottoman period—Modern times)
Remains of buildings from the end of the
Ottoman period and the British Mandate were
documented in this area. Secondary use was
made of stones from earlier buildings. In the
1950s, walls were erected for the transit camp.
These were found above the tops of the walls or
parallel to the walls of Stratum III. Preparation
of the ground for this new construction
destroyed the earlier buildings.

Building I1I (Fig. 33; see Plan 1)

This building, from which only the northeastern
corner was exposed, is located in the highest
part of the site, c. 4 m south of the western part
of Building 1.

Stratum VI (Byzantine period)

Remains of two rooms were uneartherd. Room 1
(4.5 x 5.0 m) was located on the western side
of W212. In Room 2 (L520, L536), three
enclosing walls (W210, W212, W216) and a
floor paved with irregular stone slabs (0.3 x
0.7 m) were excavated. Despite the small
exposure, a similarity can be discerned with the
southwestern corner of Building II.

To the east of W216, and close to it, a bell-
shaped water cistern was uncovered (3.2 m
deep, diam. 2.1 m). The opening of the cistern
was closed with a stone cover (diam. 0.6 m,
0.5 m thick). A water channel (0.15-0.20 m
wide, c. 0.1 m deep) built of fired bricks was
uncovered along 4.9 m, c. 1.5 m to the east of
the cistern; it sloped northward. The source
and destination of the channel are unclear, but
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its proximity to the cistern suggests a possible
connection between them.

Stratum V (Umayyad period; see Plan 3)

Walls 210a and 210b were built to the east of the
northeastern corner of the building. The floor
level was raised to the top of the water channel
(126.65 m below sea level), which apparently
went out of use. The new walls created an
additional unit (3; L513, L525, L533) to the
east of the building.

Stratum IV (Umayyad period; see Plan 4)
No changes were made in the building in this
stratum.

Stratum III (Abbasid period; see Plan 5)
Foundations of new walls were built 1.2—-1.8 m
above the floors of Stratum I'V. New walls were
built upon the earlier walls of Stratum V (L509;
W203, W215) in a slightly different orientation.
In the interior of the building, remains of a
partition (W202) were discerned. Below and
to the west of it was a refuse pit full of ashes
(L509), in which a Fatimid glass weight was
found (see Khamis, this volume).

Street between Buildings I and III (Figs. 34—
35; see Plans 1, 4 and 5)

A street between Buildings I and III faced the
entrances of Building I and the ‘burial enclosure’
(Stratum VI). The width of the passage in Strata
VI-V (Byzantine and Umayyad periods; Plan
1: L507, L524, 1529, L530, L531, L552) was
3.9-4.6 m, and in Stratum III (Abbasid period;
Plan 5: L511, L514, L516, L517, L519, L522,
L527)itranged between 2.5 and 4.0 m wide. The
natural slope of the bedrock from west to east,
toward the Jordan Valley, necessitated massive
construction of the walls perpendicular to the
slope. In the west, street surfaces were exposed
belonging to the various strata discerned in
the buildings. The surfaces inclined eastward,
following the natural slope of the bedrock.
The surface in Strata VI-V descended 0.15 m
over a distance of 10 m, while in Stratum III

it descended 1.3 m over 10 m. The differences
in height between the surfaces of Strata VI, V
and IV and that of Stratum III was 0.7 m, and
between Stratum III and Stratum II, 0.55 m. In
all strata, the surfaces were made of lime plaster
(up to 0.15 m thick). In Stratum I1I, W203 was
built in place of W210, thereby narrowing the
width of the passage between the buildings.

Building IV (Plan 7; Figs. 36-38)

This building, whose walls were preserved to a
height of 0.2-0.3 m, was partially uncovered c.
70 m to the south of Buildings I and II. It was
first erected at the end of the Byzantine period
(Stratum VI), at the same time as the other
buildings uncovered at the site. It is simply
built and lacks decoration. At some stage, slight
alterations were made, including construction
of walls, such as W402; both their orientation
and construction method did not match those
of the original walls. Based on soundings to the
south and east of the excavated area, in which
no architectural remains were uncovered, it
seems that the building did not extend in these
directions, but apparently continued westward.
Remains of five rooms, three courtyards and a
double bath were exposed.

A water channel ran the length of the area
(L2010; 14.5 m long; Fig. 37), and passed
between Courtyard 5 and Room 8. The channel
was covered with stone slabs (0.40 x 0.65 m)
and its width varied (0.2-0.3 m, 0.3 m deep).
The water flowed from south to north. The
western wall was especially thick (0.5-0.6 m), to
prevent water pressure on the slope. The floors of
Courtyards 5 and 9 reached the channel, which
was first built in Stratum VI and continued in use
in Stratum V. The source of the channel and its
destination are unknown, but it may have been
connected with the nearby wells (see below).
It is also possible that the water was directed to
irrigated plots, which, were supposedly located
on the ancient coastal terraces.

In Courtyard 9, Well 2 was uncovered to the
east of W401 (L1012). This well and Well 1
in Courtyard 5, to the east of W402 (L1014),
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were hewn down to pockets of water within
the bedrock. Near the site, five drillings were
conducted in order to evaluate the consistency
of the bedrock in preparation for future
construction. In four of the drillings, no water
was found, but in one of them, 15 m south of
Well 1, reed impressions were discovered c. 7m
below the surface. Since reeds require large
quantities of sweet water, this find attests to
the existence of an ancient water source near
the site. It can be presumed that it was this
water source that supplied the ancient wells.
The wells (diam. 0.85 m) were located at a
distance of 14 m from each other, without
any connection between them. The well in
Courtyard 5 was excavated to its floor (10.3 m
below the surface; Fig. 39), while that in
Courtyard 9 was excavated to a depth of 6 m.

Pits (Fig. 39; Table 3)

Sixteen hewn and dug pits were discovered
in the buildings—a common feature at the
site. They were hewn into floor surfaces, the
bedrock or fills, and are generally round, oval
or quadrilateral-like. Diameters range from
0.5 to 1.4 m; nine of them have a diameter of
0.85—1.10 m. The depth ranges from 0.25 to 1.3
m; ten of them have a depth of 0.4—0.6 m up to
0.8-1.1 m. The varriety of shapes, dimensions
and locations of the pits is indicative of their
different purposes: storage pits, refuse and
burning pits, and work installations. As no
plaster was discerned in any of the pits, they
were not used to store liquids.

THE FINDS

The site was rich in pottery finds from the third—
fourth centuries until the Late Islamic period
(see Avissar, this volume). The pottery is dated
typologically. In addition, a hoard of bowls was
discovered in Building I, dated to the Ayyubid—
Mamluk period (Figs. 40, 41). Many ceramic
oil lamps, dated to the Late Roman to Mamluk
periods, were recovered in all the excavation

areas. They are discussed in a separate article
(see Nagorsky, this volume).

A total of 1797 coins were retrieved from the
site. Of these, 1046 were random finds; 513 were
identified. They were dated to the Hellenistic
through the Islamic periods (see Bijovsky and
Berman, this volume). The remainder (751
coins) comprises a hoard of gold coins (Fig.
42). The hoard was found inside a small ceramic
casserole, ¢. 0.35 m below the Stratum IV beaten-
earth floor of Room 13 in Building I (see Plan 4).
All the coins in the hoard were Byzantine solidi,
weighing on average 4.5 g each; thus, the entire
hoard weighed about 3.4 kg.

Some 2000 fragments of glass vessels were
recovered. About half of them are diagnostic,
dating from the Late Roman to the Late Islamic
periods (see Katsnelson, this volume). A glass
weight from the Fatimid period was also found
(see Khamis, this volume).

Various stone vessels were discovered (Figs.
43—46; Table 4), dated from the Roman to the
Late Islamic periods.

The metal finds from the site include rings,
bracelets, pendants, a bell, chains, pins, fibulae,
cosmetic implements, buckles/handles, an
arrow, a knife, an awl, nails and weights (Figs.
47-54). Metal objects were recovered in all
strata, and date from the Late Roman to the
Late Islamic periods.

SUMMARY

The site is located on the eastern margins of
the city of Bet She’an. The ancient seacoast
is located 30 m to the east of the excavation’s
eastern border. In surveys and soundings
conducted to the east of the excavation area
(see Fig. 3), no archaeological remains were
uncovered. A residential quarter, first built at
the end of the sixth century CE and destroyed
in the Mamluk period, was unearthed on the
edge of the city. The changes made at the site
over time were influenced by the history of the
city in those periods. The following discussion
will focus on two subjects: the location of the
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buildings in relation to the Byzantine city wall
and their types.

Byzantine Bet She’an was surrounded by
a city wall as early as the fourth century or
from the beginning of the fifth century CE.
The general course of the wall is known,
apart from its southern part. It began at the
northeastern city gate, above Nahal Harod,
and the gate towers were incorporated into
it. The wall continued to Tel Iztabba (behind
the Kiriya Maria Monastery), and returned to
the western part of Nahal Harod. From there,
the wall continued southward, encircling the
amphitheater and the nearby neighborhoods.
Its southern continuation is unclear, apart from
a round(?) tower located on the main street,
in the southern part of the city. While this city
wall was not found in the excavated area or in
the soundings conducted to its east, it can be
assumed that it passed along the route of the
main Tiberias—Bet She’an road. The artificial
terrace at the eastern end of the road, to the west
of the excavation area, supports this proposal.

In the excavation, remains of four buildings
were exposed (I-IV); Building I was almost
completely excavated, while the others were
only partially exposed. Dwellings of the
Classical periods in Israel can be divided into
several types: simple houses, complex houses
and courtyard houses; all of these types had
a courtyard. Two types of courtyard houses
have been uncovered in excavations from the
Roman and Byzantine periods: the first has a
simple internal courtyard and the second, with
a pillared courtyard, is termed an ‘atrium’
house or a ‘peristyle’ house. Building I is an
example of a residential house that imitates, in
its architectural style, the peristyle courtyard
house. The building is symmetrical, and thus
two rooms can be reconstructed on its northern
side, parallel to the rooms on the south. The
excavation exposed 400 sq m of the building; its
total areais estimated at 500 sq m. Based on the
suggested reconstruction of Stratum VI, there
was a complete division between the eastern
and western wings of the building. The eastern
wing included a courtyard, storerooms and

service rooms, while the western wing included
an atrium and living rooms. The length of the
rooms in the eastern wing, their wide openings,
and their location near the southern entrance
to the building, suggest that this unit was used
for storage. In the center of the wing was the
courtyard: the unroofed part was paved with
stone slabs, while the western part was paved
with a mosaic and covered by wooden beams
supported by stone pillars. The courtyard pillars
and roof carried a front balcony on the second
floor. The second-floor rooms enjoyed fresh
breezes and a view. In Stratum V, following
the destruction of part of the building, the plan
was changed. The courtyard in Stratum VI
remained as it was, and the division between
the residential wing and the service wing
was cancelled. The blocking of the western
entrance and the construction of a semicircular
room emphasize the centrality of the western
wing. The construction of Stratum V was even
more luxurious than the previous stratum. It is
possible that the destruction, which resulted in
the rebuilding, was caused by the earthquake
that struck the city. A major change took place in
Building I in Stratum IV. While the outer walls
remained, the mosaic-paved room was divided
into two, the atrium was made smaller and the
courtyard was cancelled by the construction of
rooms of various sizes.

The structures uncovered at the site were
erected outside the city wall, and incorporated a
family burial cave. Many changes took place at
the site until it was destroyed by an earthquake
in the eighth century (749 CE). The luxury
that characterized the construction in Strata
VI-V was no longer evident at the end of the
Umayyad period in Stratum IV. However, the
buildings continued to be inhabited by upper-
class residents, as evidenced by the hoard of
gold coins that was hidden there at the end of
the seventh century CE.

The earthquake of 749 CE caused great
destruction: the walls of the building collapsed,
apart from the outer foundation walls and a
few interior walls. The collapsed stones piled
up to a height of 1 m, and Building IV was
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not reoccupied. After the earthquake, simpler
buildings were erected in Stratum III, reflecting
similar changes that took place within the city.
These houses were no longer spacious, upper-
class residences, but simple courtyard houses.
The ruins were leveled, as in other parts of the
city, and the tops of walls that protruded above
the surface were incorporated into new walls.
The floor levels were about one meter higher
than the earlier floors. At the beginning of the
tenth century CE the site was abandoned, and
then reoccupied during the twelfth—thirteenth
centuries, during the Ayyubid and Mamluk
periods (Stratum II). The inhabitants reused
the upper walls that had survived, raised the
floors by tens of centimeters, and built a water
channel. The site was abandoned from the
end of the Mamluk period until the nineteenth
century, from which time only meager Ottoman
remains were revealed. During the British
Mandate, construction was renewed in the
area, and in the 1950s, a transit camp for new
immigrants was erected at the site. Over the last
decades, the site was used as a refuse dump.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Location map.

Fig. 2. General view of the site, looking east.
Fig. 3. Schematic map of the probes and
excavation areas.

Plan 1. Strata VIII-VI: Plan and sections
(reverse).

Fig. 4. The ‘burial enclosure’, looking south.
Fig. 5. The stone foundation, looking south.
Fig. 6. Stairway (L71) leading into the burial
cave, looking south.

Plan 2. The burial cave.

Fig. 7. The emtrance into the burial cave,
looking southeast.

Fig. 8. Stairs leading from the entrance into the
burial chamber (L87), looking west.

Fig. 9. Plaster molded into geometric designs.
Fig. 10. Greek monogram on the cave wall.
Fig. 11. Cist grave, looking east.

Fig. 12. Building I, looking northwest.

Fig. 13. Isometric reconstruction of Building I,
Stratum VI, looking north.

Fig. 14. Building I, Rooms 10 and 11, looking
northwest.

Fig. 15. The southwest corner of Building I,
looking east.

Fig. 16. Building I, Room 8, looking north.
Fig. 17. Building I, Courtyard D, in situ pillars,
and a mosaic floor, looking east.

Fig. 18. The western entrance to Building I,
looking east.

Fig. 19. Building I, the courtyard in Unit E,
looking south-southwest.

Fig. 20. Building I, Rooms 6 and 7, looking
east.

Fig. 21. Building I, Room 7, the mosaic floor.
Fig. 22. Isometric reconstruction of Building I,
Stratum V, looking northwest.

Fig. 23. Building I, plastered installation (L98)
near W37, looking north. For a description of
W40, see Stratum III.

Plan 3. Stratum V: plan and section.

Plan 4. Stratum IV.

Plan 5. Stratum III.

Fig. 24. Building I, Stratum IV, Unit C, looking
east.

Fig. 25. Building I, Stratum III, W214, looking
north; its upper part blocks an entrance.

Fig. 26. Building I, Strata IV and III, the outer
walls of the water cistern, looking south.

Fig. 27. Building I, Stratum III, the water
cistern, looking east.

Fig.28. Building I, Stratum III, the northwestern
part of the building, looking east.

Plan 6. Stratum II.

Fig. 29. General view of Building II, looking
north.

Fig. 30. Building II, Stratum VI, the entrance in
W14, looking north.

Fig. 31. Building II, Stratum V, W10 above the
paved floor, looking west.

Fig. 32. Building II, Stratum V, two column-
drum-like stones, looking west.

Fig. 33. Building III, looking west.

Fig. 34. Street levels between Buildings I and
111, looking south.
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Fig. 35. The street between Buildings I and I1I,
looking east.

Plan 7. Building IV, Area C.

36. Buildings 1V, Stratum IV, sucket stone in
doorway leading into Room 1, looking north.
Fig. 37. Buildings 1V, water channel (L2010),
looking north.

Fig. 38. Buildings IV, well 1.

Fig. 39. Pits D and E within the ‘burial
enclosure’, looking west.

Fig. 40. The bowl hoard in situ.

Fig. 41. Bowls from the hoard in Building I
(L540).

Fig. 42. The coin hoard in situ.

Fig. 43. Fragments of basalt bowls.

Fig. 44. Stone vessels: basalt, schist and marble
bowls.

SUMMARIES,
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Fig. 45. Groundstone implements: pounders,
whetting stones and pulleys/hammers.

Fig. 46. Stone implements: pestles, marble
fragments, a sucket stone, a spindle weight and
beads.

Fig. 47. Metal items: rings and bracelets.

Fig. 48. Metal items: pendants, a bell and
chains.

Fig. 49. Metal items: pins, toggle pins, kohl
sticks, cosmetic spoons and tweezers.

Fig. 50. Metal items: buckles and hooks.

Fig. 51. Metal items: an arrow, a knife and a
firing pin.

Fig. 52. Nails.

Fig. 53. Weights and similar metal items.

Fig. 54. Metal items.
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