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Table 1. Age Estimation of Individuals from Tel Hadid
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HUMAN SKELETAL REMAINS FROM A CISTERN AT TEL HADID
(EL-HADITHA)

YOSSI NAGAR
(PP. 23%-24%)

Human skeletal remains were found in a
Byzantine water cistern at Tel Hadid. The
scattered bones were mixed with grave goods
dated to the Late Bronze Age, probably
the result of the clearance of adjacent Late
Bronze graves (see Nagorski and Yannai, this
volume). The bones were in a very poor state
of preservation, and were rapidly examined
on-site to allow for the reconstruction of basic
anthropological parameters.

The examined remains included mostly
teeth, which were sorted by type and side.
Age at death was estimated by means of
tooth development or attrition stages. In the
southern area of the cistern, six deciduous,
and twelve permanent teeth were counted,
representing at least six individuals, aged
2-4, 4-5, 15-20, 20-30, 30-40, 40-60 years.
In the northern area, one deciduous, and ten
permanent teeth were counted, representing

at least five individuals, aged 2-3, 12-13,
15-30, 30-40, 40-50 years. In the upper
northern area, ten permanent teeth were
counted, representing at least five individuals,
aged 6-7, 9-10, 15-20, 20-30, 40-50 years.
A relatively complete lower jaw manifested
total loss of teeth indicative of an additional
old individual (over 50 years old). This area
further included indicative postcranial bones:
three infant’s humeri and two adult femora.

The bones from Tel Hadid represent at
least twenty individuals, whose age at death
estimations are summarized in Table 1. The
skeletal sample included infants, children, sub-
adults and adults of a wide age range. Although
the total number of burials is unknown, the
sample examined is typical of a regular historic
cemetery population, thus supporting the
excavator’s supposition that the bones represent
the clearing of a nearby cemetery.
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