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THE RURAL HINTERLAND WEST OF TEL HAZOR

EDNA AMOS AND NIMROD GETZOV
(Pp. 27-40)

Salvage excavations were conducted in
October 2002 along the route of the planned
Tel Hazor bypass road (Areas A—C; Site 10;
map ref. NIG 25260-90/76632-7035, OIG
20260-90/26632-7035; Fig. 1). The exca-
vations exposed archaeological evidence
representing a range of activities from many
different periods, both at the time when Hazor
was at the height of its prominence and during
periods when the tell was abandoned. The
evidence consisted of winepresses, shafts,
quarries, cupmarks, caves and a curing
installation(?) (Fig. 1).

Winepresses (Table 1; Plans 1-5; Figs. 2, 3).
Fifteen winepresses were exposed, adding to
the many winepresses previously surveyed on
the hills surrounding Tel Hazor. All are simple
presses and they can be classified as three

types:

I. Winepresses consisting of a rectangular
treading floor draining into a large and
particularly deep collection vat (Nos. 15c, 21b).
Roman and Byzantine potsherds recovered
from the collecting vats suggest that these
winepresses were used at the latest during the
Byzantine period.

I1. Winepresses consisting of a steeply sloping
elongated treading floor (Nos. 4, 9, 1la, 39,
15¢). A narrow channel drains from the floor
into a small lateral collecting vat, with a
depression in its floor to collect the must. One
or more pairs of cupmarks are hewn on both
sides of the treading floor; further cupmarks
are distributed around the winepress. On the
basis of their design, these winepresses should
probably be dated to Middle Bronze Age I1; we
have termed the type: “Hazor Winepress”.

I1l. Winepresses consisting of a shallow
treading floor with an irregular shape, draining
into a collecting vat which is often lateral (Nos.
8, 20, 21a, 34, 35b). The type has not been
dated, but its dating is probably similar to that
of Type II.

Shafts (Nos. 12, 30, 33, 35a, 36, 37, 40,
41; Table 2; Fig. 4). Traces of eight similar
shafts were visible on the rock face, on which
excavations were not conducted. The shafts
probably led to burial caves, characteristic of
the north of the country during the Intermediate
Bronze-Middle Bronze Ages.

Quarries (Nos. 15, 11b, 31, 32; Table 3; Plan 6;
Figs. 5, 6). On the hill where the burial shafts
were recorded, three quarries were identified,
and part of an additional quarry. Rectangular
ashlar blocks were produced here, measuring
1.40-2.00 x 0.45-0.60 m and approximately
0.3 m thick. The close proximity of the quarries
to Tel Hazor suggests that ashlars quarried here
were used to construct public buildings on the
tell.

Caves (Nos. 6, 7, 14; Plan 7). Two caves hewn
in the limestone rock were recorded in Area A;
one of the caves (No. 7) yielded potsherds from
the Mamluk period. Another cave was recorded
in Area B; it was devoid of archaeological finds.

Stepped Curing Installation(?) (Nos. 19a, 19b;
Plans 8, 9; Figs. 7, 8). A rectangular shaft was
exposed in Area B, with six steps hewn in one
of its sides, leading to the bottom of the shaft.
Approximately 35 m north of the installation, a
flight of five to six steps was exposed leading
in the direction of the shaft. The installation
is similar to one revealed by Zvi Greenhut at
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Horbat Hermeshit, where he identified the shaft
as a curing installation. The Horbat Hermeshit
installation was, however, located near water
cisterns, and large quantities of water are
indeed a prerequisite for the curing process.
In the absence of a nearby water source, it is
difficult to identify the Tel Hazor installation as
a curing installation.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Tel Hazor and its vicinity (after
Stepansky 1993: Fig. 10), showing excavated
Areas A—C and Site 10.

Table 1. Dimensions of winepresses in Areas
A—C (in meters).

Plan 1. Area A: Winepress 8, plan and section.
Plan 2. Area A: Winepress 113, plan and section.
Plan 3. Area A: Winepress 39, plan and section.
Plan 4. Area B: pair of winepresses, 15b, plan
and section.

Fig. 2. Area B: pair of winepresses, 15b,
looking south.

Plan 5. Area B: Winepress 15c¢, plan and section.
Fig. 3. Area B: Winepress 15c, looking east.
Table 2. Dimensions of shaft openings.

Fig. 4. Shaft 35a hewn on eastern border of the
treading floor, Winepress 35b, looking west.
Table 3. Quarries.

Plan 6. Quarries in Area A.

Fig. 5. Quarry 11b, looking east.

Fig. 6. Quarry 31 on the eastern border of the
rock outcrop, looking east.

Plan 7. Area B: Cave 14, plan and section.
Plan 8. Area B: Curing installation(?) 19a, plan
and section.

Fig. 7. Curing Installation(?) 19a, looking south.
Plan 9. Area B: Curing Installation(?) 19a, and
the system of steps (19b).

Fig. 8. Area B. System of steps to the north of
Curing Installation(?) 19a, looking south.
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