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The glass finds retrieved from the excavations
in I‘billin (see Abu-Raya, this volume) were
poorly preserved, and the majority was too
small to be illustrated. The glass vessels are
mainly of common types reflecting several
periods from the Hellenistic to the Mamluk or
early Ottoman period.

Area A. Twenty-eight diagnostic fragments
were found in this area (not illustrated), dated to
the Late Roman—Early Byzantine, Byzantine,
Late Byzantine and Umayyad periods. Three
bracelets are from the Mamluk or early Ottoman
period. Remains of glass production activities
were also documented in this area.

Area B. A total of 28 glass vessels from this area
are dated to the Late Roman—Early Byzantine,
Byzantine, Late Byzantine and Umayyad
periods (not illustrated). A rim fragment of a
Bowl similar to those found in Area C (see Fig.
1:3, 4) is the latest find in this area, dating to the
Abbasid—Fatimid periods. One small raw glass
chunk was also found here.

Area C. This area yielded the largest amount
of glass vessels (n = 100), of which 43 were
diagnostic. Several periods were identified: a
cast Hellenistic bowl (Fig. 1:1); several rims
and bases of Byzantine wineglasses (Fig. 1:2);
and an important group of Abbasid—Fatimid

vessels. The Abbasid-Fatimid assembledge
includes two colorless bowls with thick slanting
walls, a flat thick base and a rim decorated with
a dark trail wound just below it (Fig. 1: 3, 4).
These bowls are known from contemporary
contexts in Tiberias and Ramla. A small base of
amold-blown vessel with a double fold between
the base and the wall (Fig. 1:5) is also assigned
to this period, as is a bottle rim (Fig. 1:6) of
a common type known from many excavations
in Israel, and from the Serce Limani shipwreck
which sunk in 1025.

The group of Abbasid—Fatimid vessels is of
special importance, as it was retrieved from
a small, inland settlement in the Galilee, and
attests to a local production in its vicinity. The
appearance of similar vessel types in Galilean
settlement and in the Serge Limani shipwreck
helps in dating the I*billin glass vessels. It may
also point to the origin of the glass cargo on the
Serce Limani boat in one of the port cities in
the region.

In addition to the glass vessels, several
fragments of glass-production debris were
collected, including small raw glass chunks
(Areas A and B) and debris from a furnace floor
with a layer of glass on top (Area A). The color of
the glass allows us to date the glass-production
activities at the site to the Late Roman, Byzantine
or Umayyad periods, not later.
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