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The finds from ‘En Marzev include some 400
glass fragments, of which 100 body sherds
were identified; 40 fragments are illustrated
for publication. The glass finds were retrieved
from two buildings (see Porath, this volume)—
Building X, to the north of Water System A, and
Building 3, to the east of Water System B—and
were found alongside pottery, steatite vessels,
coins and metal artifacts dating to the seventh—
eighth centuries CE.

The glass vessels were freely blown, with the
exception of several vessels that were pinched
and one mold-blown vessel (Fig. 3:32). The
assemblage comprises bowls (Fig. 1), bottles
(Fig. 2), oil lamps (Fig. 3:19-30), a wineglass
(Fig. 3:31) and several windowpane fragments
(not illustrated). Also found were remains
pointing to local glass production: glass slags;
wide and flat fragments, possibly of the walls of
a glass furnace; and two fragments of distorted
vessels, including the foot of an oil lamp and
the pinched wall of a vessel.

The glass is mostly bluish green, with several
exceptions in dark yellow, greenish and olive
green, usually covered with white limestone

weathering. One bottle base is made of dark
blue glass, and another vessel is made from
purple glass.

Parallels for these finds were scarce in the
southern regions of the country, including the
‘Arava, and therefore, comparisons were sought
for at sites throughout the country, as well as in
Egypt, Sinai, Transjordan, Lebanon and Syria.
It was found that despite the remoteness of
the site under discussion, the typology of the
glass finds matches that of other contemporary
assemblages. The vessels date from the late
Byzantine period, around 650 CE, to the first
decades of the Abbasid period, c. 750-780 CE,
the latest of which are bowl fragment No. 6 and
mold-blown vessel fragment No. 32. This date
range matches that of the other finds from the
site, such as the mold-made jugs and the coins.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Bowls.
Fig. 2. Bottles.
Fig. 3. Oil lamps (19-30), wineglass (31) and
varia (32-35).
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