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ROSH HA-°AYIN, MIZPE AFEQ: REMAINS OF AN AGRICULTURAL
SETTLEMENT FROM THE IRON AGE TO THE HELLENISTIC PERIOD

ELIE HADDAD
(Pp. 53-63)

In 1998, a salvage excavation was conducted
in the Mizpe Afeq neighborhood in Rosh
Ha-‘Ayin (map ref. NIG 19643/66608, OIG
14643/16608; Fig. 1). Four areas were opened
(A-D; Plan 1) on a hill, 115 meters above
sea level. Architectural remains dating from
the lron Age to the Hellenistic period were
uncovered in Areas Aand B (Plan 2; Figs. 2-5),
but due to their poor state of preservation the
nature of the remains could not be identified.
A rare faience pendant of the Egyptian god
Shu/Heh was discovered in Area B (Sidi, this
volume).

Agricultural  installations  (Plans  3-6)
including a silo (T1), two cisterns (T1, T3)
and a treading installation for oil (T4) were
discovered in Area C. These installations were
situated close to the northeastern end of a
nearby agricultural settlement that was founded
in the Iron Age and existed until the second
century BCE. The treading installation was the
sole installation that could be dated, and it was
used solely during Iron 11 (Fig. 6).

A cave (Plan 1), which was probably used as
a dwelling, was previously documented north
of Area B; many complete vessels dating to
the Iron Age were discovered in it. The cave

was destroyed as a result of development
activity and it no longer existed at the time of
the excavation. A trial trench was excavated to
bedrock in Area D (Plan 7), where the cave was
presumably located, and pottery vessels from
Iron 11 (eighth—seventh centuries BCE; Fig. 7)
and stone objects (Fig. 8) were found.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS:

Fig. 1. Location map.

Plan 1. General plan.

Plan 2. Areas A, B and C, plan and section.
Fig. 2. Plastered installation.

Fig. 3. Pottery.

Fig. 4. Trial trench.

Fig. 5. Pottery.

Plan 3. Silo T1, plan and section.

Plan 4. Cistern T2.

Plan 5. Cistern T3, plan and section.

Plan 6. Treading Installation T4 for extracting
oil, plan and section.

Fig. 6. Bowls.

Plan 7. Area D, plan and section.

Fig. 7. Pottery.

Fig. 8. Stone objects.
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