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THE NORTHEASTERN FRINGES OF YAFO (JAFFA) IN LIGHT OF THE
EXCAVATIONS ON JERUSALEM BOULEVARD AND ITS VICINITY

ERIOLA JAKOEL AND JENNY MARCUS
(Pp. 43*-70%)

In 2009 and 2010, salvage excavations were
conducted at the northeastern part of Yafo,
about 650 m northeast of the ancient tell
(Fig. 1), and parts of the following streets
were excavated: Jerusalem Blvd. (Area B);
Raziel St. (Area A); Bergner St. (Area C);
and Koifmann St. (Areas F and Area D). The
excavation exposed architectural remains from
the Hellenistic period (Area B) as well as the
remains of buildings, floors, a road, cesspits
and an underground drainage system, all dating
to the late Ottoman period (Areas A—C). Pottery
fragments, coins, and small finds dating from
the Iron Age to the late Ottoman period were
also recovered.

Stratum X-IX. A few potsherds were found
from Iron Age IIB (Fig. 18:1-12) and the
Persian period (Stratum IX; Fig. 18:13-19),
when the area was probably not occupied.

Stratum VIII. Architectural remains from the
Hellenistic period were exposed on the southern
side of Area B (Figs. 2-5; Plan 1) and included
a massive wall (W581) that probably belonged
to a large building, or served as a boundary wall
for a farmstead. Such farmsteads were built
outside major towns within the agricultural
hinterland. The pottery (Fig. 19), metal artifacts
(Fig. 21:1, 2), and numismatic finds (see
Kool, this volume: Nos. 1, 2) indicate that the
occupants were wealthy and maintained trade
contacts.

Strata VII -III. The era between the Roman and
Mamluk periods is represented by numismatic
(see Kool, this volume: Nos. 3—10) and ceramic
(Fig. 20) finds from accumulations and erosion
layers. It seems, therefore, that the area was

unoccupied at this time, and the finds were
probably washed down together with soil from
the tell and the surrounding area.

Stratum II. Most of the remains date to the
Late Ottoman period, following the deliberate
demolition of the city walls in the 1870s,
when construction began outside the ancient
nucleus of the city. The excavations exposed
the remains of seven buildings (Figs. 6-9;
Plans 2—4), which originally rose to a height
of several floors; architectural elements,
characteristic of the nineteenth—mid-twentieth
centuries, probably adorned them (Fig. 21).
Historical maps and photographs have enabled
the identification of most of the buildings, thus
placing them in their historical context. A road,
laid in the second half of the nineteenth century,
was uncovered (Fig. 17; Plan 5) and identified
as Bustros St., which was a major thoroughfare
in the city. Beneath the street the remains of a
drainage system, including seven built cesspits,
one pit and a drainage channel (Figs. 10-16;
Plans 2, 4-6) were uncovered. All the cesspits
are similar in style. Their uniform elevation and
location indicate that they belong to a single
construction phase, apparently dating to the
construction of the road.

The late Ottoman remains attest to extensive
development of the area at the time, when there
was a flourishing trade in citrus fruit and the
city’s population reached its peak. Most of the
buildings constructed in this period were still
in use during the British Mandate, at which
time they underwent alteration and renovation,
mainly in order to improve drainage and pave
roads.

The excavation results show that, in addition
to the ancient nucleus of the city on the tell, Yafo
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also had a lower city whose function and size
changed over time. The exposed northeastern
fringes of the city attest that the land was used
in different ways over time.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Location map (for excavations at the
nearby “Ganor Compound,” Area E3, see
Jakoel, this volume).

Fig. 2. Wall 581, looking south.

Fig. 3. Wall 581, looking south.

Plan 1. Area B (south), plan and sections.

Fig. 4. Wall 581, looking east.

Fig. 5. Locus 591, looking south.

Fig. 6. Foundations of Building 1, looking west.
Plan 2. Area B (north), plan and sections.

Plan 3. Area C, plan and section.

Plan 4. Area F, plan and sections.

Fig. 7. Area F, aerial view.

Fig. 8. Outer wall of Building 4, looking east.
Fig. 9. Inner wall of Building 7, looking south.

Plan 5. Area A (west), Raziel St., plan and
sections.

Fig. 10. Cesspit 1 (L243), looking east.

Fig. 11. Channel (L243) of Cesspit 1, looking
north.

Fig. 12. Cesspit 2 (L246), looking west.

Fig. 13. Drainage opening of Cesspit 2, looking
north.

Fig. 14. Cesspit 4 (L174), looking southeast.
Fig. 15. Cesspit 6 (L731), looking south.

Fig. 16. Drainage opening of Cesspit 6, looking
west.

Plan 6. Area D, plan and section.

Fig. 17. Remains of a road (L260), looking
west.

Fig. 18. Iron Age (1-12) and Persian-period
(13-19) pottery.

Fig. 19. Hellenistic-period pottery.

Fig. 20. Roman (1, 2) and Byzantine-period
(3-5) pottery.

Fig. 21. Metal artifacts and architectural
elements.
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