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The Coins from Khirbat Burin 

Donald T. Ariel and Ariel Berman

Fourty-eight coins were found during the second and third seasons of excavation at Khirbat 
Burin (see Kletter and Stern, this volume). Of these, 21 were unidentifiable.1 

No clear picture emerges from the published and unpublished coin finds from the various 
excavations (since 1998) at Khirbat Burin regarding the various periods of settlement. 
However, coins have been found roughly continuously from the Seleucid through the 
Mamlūk periods. The single Seleucid coin from this excavation (No. 1) may be associated 
with a Seleucid settlement phase recognized in a subsequent salvage excavation at the same 
site (‘Ad 2012:24; Sokolov 2012:29–30, Nos. 1–13). Coin Nos. 2–12 find parallels in five 
published (Sokolov 2006:223, Nos. 1–5) and other unpublished coins from the site dating to 
the middle Roman and early Byzantine periods (fourth–fifth centuries CE).

The present excavations, however, yielded coins of the sixth and seventh centuries of 
the Byzantine period, as well as Islamic-period coin finds from the Umayyad through the 
Ayyubid dynasties, i.e., the eighth through twelfth centuries CE (Nos. 13–22). Such coins 
have not been found in any of the previous or subsequent excavations at Khirbat Burin. 
Two of these (Nos. 21, 22) in all likelihood relate to the Crusader-period site, Casal Neuf, 
identified with Khirbat Burin (Kletter and Stern 2006:173). The Mamlūk-period coins 
published in this report (Nos. 23–27), however, do have parallels in Sokolov’s catalogue 
(2006:223, Nos. 6–8), as well as in finds from ‘Ad’s excavations at the site in 2009 (Kool, 
in prep.). 

1	 Ariel Berman identifed the Islamic coins. Donald T. Ariel identified the non-Islamic material and prepared this 
report. The coins were cleaned in the IAA laboratories headed by Ella Altmark. Coin No. 14 was photographed 
by Clara Amit.

Fig. 1. Coin No. 14.
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