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A CRUSADER-PERIOD MOAT AND OTHER REMAINS
FROM YAFO (JAFFA), YEHUDA HA-YAMMIT STREET

ELIE HADDAD AND LIOR RAUCHBERGER
(PP. 19%-42%)

During March—May 2008, a salvage excavation was conducted on Yehuda Ha-Yammit
Street in Yafo, along a narrow strip extending from Ha-Migdalor Street in the north and
the intersection between Yehuda Me-Raguza Street and Yehuda Ha-Yammit Street in the
south, c. 150 m to the south of the ancient tell (map ref. 17655-725/66190-222; Fig. 1). On
the 1863 British Admiralty charts (Mansell’s map; Fig. 2), the excavation area is confined
between a kurkar mound, Andromeda Hill, and a narrow north—south kurkar ridge that
extends as far as the southern wall of the Ottoman city. The Survey of Egypt map from 1918
(Fig. 3) shows buildings constructed in the Ottoman period in the area of today’s Yehuda
Ha-Yammit Street, which were once part of the Hureish neighborhood (Saqgnat el-Hureish).
Some of the buildings were demolished prior to the paving of the British Mandate road (Fig.
4). After dismantling the modern asphalt road that was bedded on the mandatory soling
road, 50 squares were excavated (Plan 1), revealing remains that were attributed to three
strata: graves from the Persian and Hellenistic periods; remains of a Crusader-period moat;
and wells from the late Ottoman period.

The Persian and Hellenistic Periods (Stratum I1I; Plans 1-4)

Approximately 60 findspots containing human bones were located within a layer of sand;
however, they were not excavated. The large amount of bones attests to the existence of
a cemetery at the site. The potsherds discovered near the bones date from the Persian and
Hellenistic periods (Fig. 5) and may have been deposited as grave goods. Noteworthy is a
stamped Rohdian amphora handle (Fig. 5:10; see Finkielsztejn, this volume).

The Crusader Period (Stratum II; Plans 1, 5)

In this stratum, dated to the end of the Crusader period (thirteenth century CE), remains of
a moat were unearthed in the northern part of the excavation (Fig. 6). The moat (width 12
m), oriented east—west, was hewn in the kurkar rock; it was lined on the north and on the
south with retaining walls. The southern wall is a counterscarp sloping to the north, and at
its western end, it turns at an obtuse angle to the southwest, where it is incorporated into
another wall (Figs. 7, 8, 11). The northern wall is a retaining wall (Fig. 9); it was poorly
preserved and only its inner core remained, constructed of ashlars and kurkar fieldstones
bonded together with light gray mortar containing white inclusions. Along the northern
side of the moat, the foundation trench of the northern retaining wall (width c. 2 m, depth
0.4-0.5 m; Fig. 10) was unearthed. The bottom of the moat, on a gradual east-west slope,
was hewn into the kurkar bedrock and covered by a layer of tamped sand (thickness c. 0.1
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m). Potsherds dated to the Crusader period (Fig. 12) and a few fragments of Early Islamic
pottery (not drawn) were found in the moat fill, together with glass finds (see Ouahnouna,
this volume). A probe excavated next to the moat’s southern wall yielded an Ayyubid coin
of Al-Nasser Salah al-Din Yusuf I (see Kool, this volume: Coin No. 4). This coin provides
vital evidence showing that the moat could not have been destroyed before 1242 CE. Its
destruction probably occurred when Baybars ravaged Yafo in 1268 CE.

The Ottoman Period (Stratum I; Plans 2, 3)

Seven wells were uncovered (I-VII; Figs. 13, 14) that had been damaged and intentionally
blocked up during the paving of the mandatory road; the wells are scattered outside the
Ottoman city and belonged to the Hureish neighborhood (see above). Wells I and II were
hewn into the kurkar bedrock, while the others were dug into the sand dunes and therefore,
postdate the dunes’ deposition. Due to safety precautions, only Well I, located inside the
Crusader moat, was excavated down to the level of the water table. Most of the finds from
this stratum were retrieved from fills in the wells. They include a few pottery vessels and
tobacco pipes (Fig. 15), and metal weapons (Fig. 16).

This excavation is the first to uncover part of the moat that surrounded the city of Yafo
during the Crusader period (Fig. 17). Until the moat’s discovery, its precise location south
of the city was merely a matter of conjecture. It would appear that the moat was built as a
first line of defense at some distance from the city, and that it included the area of Birqet
el-Kamar, which no longer exists today. The stone collapses in the area of the moat provide
evidence—possibly for the first time—of the Mamluk destruction of Yafo (Fig. 18) during
Sultan Baybars’ campaign to demolish the Crusader coastal cities.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Location map.

Fig. 2. British admiralty chart (Mansell’s map), 1863 (courtesy of the national archive of
maps and aerial photographs, Survey of Israel).

Fig. 3. Survey of Egypt map, 1918 (courtesy of the British Mandate Archives, the Israel
Antiquities Authority).

Fig. 4. Map of Yafo, 1936 (courtesy of the Micha Granit Map Library, Faculty of Geography,
Tel Aviv University).

Plan 1. General plan.

Plan 2. Squares W—E/9—17, plan and section.

Plan 3. Squares W—E/18-25.

Plan 4. Squares W-E/26-29, X, Y.

Fig. 5. Stratum III: Persian and Hellenistic-period pottery.

Plan 5. The moat, plan and sections.



SUMMARIES, ‘ATIQOT 95 259

Fig. 6. Moat, aerial view looking south (photography: Sky View).
Fig. 7. Southern face of the moat and part of a collapsed wall (W113), looking east.
Fig. 8. Stone courses of the southern counterscarp, looking southeast.

Fig. 9. Northern retaining wall and foundation trench, looking northeast.

Fig.
Fig.

10. The collapsed wall (W113), looking west.
11. Southern counterscarp and part of the collapsed wall (W113), aerial view looking

south (photography: Sky View).

Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.

12. Stratum II: Crusader-period pottery.

13. Well 1, looking southeast.

14. Wells along the street, aerial view looking southeast (photography: Sky View).

15. Stratum I: Ottoman-period pottery.

16. Metal weapons from the Ottoman period.

17. Map of the 2007 coastline on the background of the reef illustrated on Mansell’s

map, 1863.

Fig.

18. Isometric drawing of the moat, looking east.
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