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The Coins from Mazor

Donald T. Ariel

Twenty-eight coins were recovered from Areas C and E2 at Mazor (see Taxel and Amit, this 
volume),1 nine were unidentifiable. 

The earliest coin (Cat. No. 1), unfortunately poorly preserved, is probably related to one 
of the many Hellenistic-period sites that flourished in the vicinity (Taxel 2006; see Ariel, 
forthcoming). A coin (Cat. No. 2) issued by Herod the Great can be similarly understood, as 
some of the Hellenistic-period sites at Mazor continued to be settled into the first century CE 
(e.g., Area A2, see Ariel, forthcoming), where a coin of Herod’s son Archelaus was found. 
Another coin of Archelaus was noted in nearby Ḥorbat Zikhrin (Fischer 1983:31). Closeby 
is the city Antipatris, founded by Herod, where a hoard of mostly Herodian coins that were 
dated to Archelaus’ ethnarchy were uncovered (Ariel and Fontanille 2012:129–130).

The earliest architectural remains found during the excavations are from the Byzantine 
period. Coin Nos. 3–7, dated to the fourth century CE, are well-preserved. Coin Nos. 8–11, 
dating to the fifth, and perhaps sixth centuries CE, although less well-preserved, indicate 
that the Byzantine-period stratum was long-lived. 

The relatively small number of coins from the post-Byzantine periods—two from the 
fifteenth century CE, two from the seventeenth–eighteenth centuries, two from the third 
quarter of the nineteenth century and two from just before World War I—suggest that the 
site was occupied or possibly only visited in discrete time periods. Based on the time span 
of these coins, it is impossible to determine whether the coins were deposited while visiting 
the site, or are evidence of settlement. The historical reconstructions cited by the excavators 
indicate that by 1596 CE there were seven established households in al-Muzayri‘ah and that 
the village was probably deserted thereafter, to be reoccupied in the eighteenth century until 
1948. This seems to suggest that the fifteenth-century Mamlūk fulūs predate the village, 
which is not unreasonable: one of the two Mamlūk coins (Cat. No. 13) was found in a trench 
(L516) dug into Byzantine-period Building I. From the associated ceramic finds, this coin 
was deposited in the trench filling well after its date of issue. 

1	 The coins were cleaned in the IAA laboratories by Lena Kuperschmidt.
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