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REMAINS FROM THE CHALCOLITHIC TO THE OTTOMAN PERIODS
ON THE WESTERN FRINGES OF TEL YEHUD

ERIOLA JAKOEL
(Pp. 1*-24%*)

In July 2013, a salvage excavation was conducted in the city of Yehud, on the corner
between Zionist Congress Street and Maklev Street (Fig. 1). Seventeen squares were
opened, revealing finds from six periods: Chalcolithic, Intermediate Bronze Age, Persian,
Late Roman and Ottoman (Plan 1).

The Chalcolithic Period. Three adjacent refuse pits were exposed (Pit 1: L111, L151; Pit 2:
L115, L136; Pit 3: L114; Figs. 2, 3), containing typical household waste: pottery vessels
(see Brink, this volume), various flint items (Figs. 11-13; Tables 1-3; studied by Jacob
Vardi) and animal bones (see Marom, this volume). Similar, contemporary refuse pits were
discovered in previous excavations at Yehud; however, as no architectural remains dating to
the Chalcolithic period have been discovered in the city yet, its location, size and character
remain an enigma. The Chalcolithic-period settlement may be saught at Tel Yehud (Fig. 1),
which was not excavated. Based on the results from this and previous excavations in Yehud,
it can be concluded that the settlement was quite large, probably rural.

The Intermediate Bronze Age. Two tombs from the Intermediate Bronze Age were
discovered (T124, T149). Their presence northwest of the large, previously excavated burial
field indicates that they were part of this cemetery, whose boundaries are yet unknown. The
finds within the tombs were meager, including pottery (Fig. 4) and skeletal remains (studied
by Vered Eshed).

The Persian Period. Seven tombs dating from this period were discovered (T126, T147,
T1213, T146, T148, T144, T145); all were badly damaged by the construction work. These
tombs are the first Persian-period remains to be unearthed in the city, attesting that also during
this period the site remained a burial ground. The scarce pottery finds were poorly preserved
(Fig. 5); however, they are of well-known types documented at other contemporary sites in
Israel. Skeletal remains were also documented (studied by Vered Eshed).

The Late Roman Period. During this period, the area was once again exploited as a burial
ground. A unique tomb was unearthed (mausoleum?) (T153; Fig. 6), comprising three
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troughs with primary burials, alongside disarticulated scattered human bones (studied
by Vered Eshed). An occupation layer to the southwest of the tomb contained potsherds
dating from the Late Roman period (L120, L131; Fig. 7:1-3). Potsherds dating from the
Late Byzantine period (Fig. 7:4, 5) were found in accunulations above the tomb, probably
attesting to a later looting of the tomb.

The Islamic Period. Four cist graves were exposed, three of them were covered by limestones
(T122, T28, T135, T150; Fig. 8). The graves were oriented east—west, and the deceased
were placed on their right side, facing south, in a manner characteristic of Muslim burials
(studied by Vered Eshed). The date of the graves is unclear, being in the range between
the Early Islamic and the early Ottoman periods. The location of the graves near the tomb
of Yehuda Ben Ya’akov (see Fig. 1), some 120 m to their south, is in accordance with the
phenomenon of burial grounds developing around Sheikh tombs or sacred places.

The Late Ottoman Period. During this period, the site probably served as a residential area.
The remains of the structure uncovered (Fig. 9) probably belonged to the Arab village of
el-Yehudiya/al-Abbasiya. The pottery finds date to the late Ottoman period (Fig. 10).

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Location map.
Plan 1. The site, plan and sections.
Fig. 2. Pit 1 (L151) of the Chalcolithic period, looking west.

Fig. 3. Pit 2 (L136) of the Chalcolithic period, looking south.

Fig. 4. Pottery of the Intermediate Bronze Age.

Fig. 5. Pottery of the Persian period.

Fig. 6. Late Roman period tomb (T135), looking northeast.

Fig. 7. Pottery of the Late Roman (1-4) and Byzantine (5) periods.

Fig. 8. Muslim grave (T150) before its opening, looking north.

Fig. 9. Remains of a building from the late Ottoman period, looking north.

Fig. 10. Pottery of the late Ottoman period.

Fig. 11. Flint tools: sickle blades (1, 2), truncated bladelet (3), burin (4).

Fig. 12. Geometric sickle blade.

Fig. 13. Flint tools: adze (1), scraper (2).

Table 1. Distribution of waste and tools from the excavation.

Table 2. Distribution of waste and tools, arranged by types, from Pits 1 and 2 (excluding
nine items and tools found outside Chalcolithic contexts).

Table 3. Distribution of tools (including three tools that were found outside Chalcolithic
contexts).





