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THE CoOINS FROM THE CITY OF DaAvID (‘IR DAVID), Si.oAM ROAD

DoNALD T. ARIEL
(Pp. 89*-91%)

The excavation conducted in the southeastern part of the City of David (see Greenhut and
Mazor, this volume) yielded 27 coins, 20 of which were identified (see Catalogue; Fig. 1).
All the coins are made of bronze and were minted in Jerusalem. It is possible that all 20
coins, including the ancient ones, were in circulation until the time of the destruction of
Jerusalem.

Seven coins (Nos. 1-3, 8, 15, 18, 20) were exposed in the foundation of the Plastered
Pool (L105, L105A) and 12 coins were found in the fill inside it (L104, L102). One coin
(No. 17) was found in Channel 103, which probably postdates the construction of the dam
wall and the Plastered Pool. All the coins date to the 110 years before the destruction of
Jerusalem in 70 CE, the latest coin (No. 19) dating from “Year 4” of the First Jewish Revolt
(69/70 CE). These findings seem to support the excavators’ conclusion that the installation
of the Plastered Pool was completed in 69 or 70 CE. This conclusion is however somewhat
puzzling, as it seems unreasonable that the people of Jerusalem engaged in infrastructure
operations, such as the installation of the pool, while the Roman troops besieged the city.
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