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A BURIAL CAVE FROM THE FIRST-SECOND CENTURIES CE AND
DOUBLE-ARCOSOLIA TOMBS FROM THE FOURTH-—FIFTH CENTURIES CE
ON THE FRINGES OF HORBAT ZIKHRIN

ELIE HADDAD
(Pp. 45-57)

In the summer of 1996 a burial cave (T4; map
ref. NIG 196660/663067, O1G 146660/163067;
Fig. 1) was excavated. Three double-arcosolia
tombs (T1-T3; Plan 1) were also revealed that
were hewn in the bedrock above the cave (T4).

The Cave (T4). The cave (Plan 1), hewn in
limestone, consists of a central chamber with
a rectangular standing pit (L101) and three
benches: L113, L108 and L110. The entrance
to the cave was fixed in the southern wall. In
the cave’s ceiling (Plan 1: Section 1-1) was a
small opening whose sides were treated with an
admixture of white plaster and pottery sherds.
The benches were raised c. 0.2 m above the floor
ofthe cave. In a later phase, walls (W105, W106,
W107) sealed the openings to the benches. Wall
107, which delimited the eastern bench, was
built of masonry stones and fieldstones, and
had a monolith positioned in its center (Fig. 3).
A small arched opening was hewn in the center
at the bottom of the monolith, and at its base
were tiny rock-hewn steps. Judging from the
appearance of the opening and the dimensions
of the tiny steps, it seems this was an attempt
to imitate the opening of a loculus (kokh). Wall

105, which was badly preserved, delimited the
western bench. It was built similarly to W107
and also included a monolith in its center with
an opening and tiny steps.

Most of the finds were concentrated in L101
(the upper part of the burial chamber, above L116)
and in L113. The artifacts in L101 included the
bones of five individuals, pottery vessels (Fig. 4),
bronze objects (Fig. 5), glass finds (see Jackson-
Tal, this volume), including a green glass seal
and beads, one of which is made of raw orange
glass, and the rim of a glass cup/bowl. The finds
recovered from L113 included pottery vessels
and lamps (Figs. 6, 7), flint implements (Fig.
8:9) dating to the Neolithic period and metal
objects (Fig. 8). Outside the cave (L100) there
were coins (identified by Gabriela Bijovsky),
pottery objects (Fig. 9) and metal objects (Fig.
10), none of which were in situ.

Based on the of the pottery finds the cave
was dated to the first-second centuries CE; no
ossuaries were found. From an architectural
standpoint, it seems that the cave was utilized
prior to the Second Temple period.

Caves of the Second Temple period usually
consisted of arcosolia surrounding a standing
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pit hewn in the cave’s floor. However, at H.
Zikhrin, the benches were hewn above the floor
level in which the standing pit was carved.
Kloner and Zissu speculated that burial rooms
with arcosolia surrounding a standing pit
were influenced by First-Temple-period burial
practices, and predated burials in kokhs and
arcosolia.

Three Double-Arcosolia Tombs (T1-T3). Two
double-arcosolia tombs (T2, T3; Plan 1) and a
third (T1), which was incompletely hewn, were
quarried in the bedrock above the cave and to
the north of it. They probably date to the Late
Roman and Byzantine periods, based on the
glass vessels recovered from T2 (see Jackson-
Tal, this volume).

Another 30 double-arcosolia tombs were
discovered east of the three tombs when the
bedrock was exposed after the conclusion of
this excavation; they probably belong to one
cemetery.

Tomb 1 is an incompletely hewn double-
arcosolia shaft tomb whose floor was not
hewn to its full depth (in the two other tombs
a foothold was discerned in the center of the
wall). The arcosolia were not installed on both
sides of the shaft. The tomb may not have been
completed since the quarrymen breached the
ceiling of the western chamber in Cave T4.

Tomb 2 is a double-arcosolia tomb. The finds
within included fragments of pottery vessels
that are mostly non-diagnostic body sherds, four
intact glass vessels (see Jackson-Tal, this volume)
and two broken ones dating to the fourth—fifth
centuries CE, 20 decorated bone objects (Fig.
11), as well as a few human bones (that were not
studied). These bone artifacts were identified as
hairpins. The date of the pins in T2, based on
Ayalon’s dating of the hairpins from Caesarea,
is the fourth-beginning of the fifth century CE,

which is consistent with the date of the glass finds
from the tomb (see Jackson-Tal, this volume).
Tomb 3 is a typical double-arcosolia tomb
with dimensions similar to those of T2. The finds
from this tomb included a few non-diagnostic
fragments of pottery and glass vessels.

The three double-arcosolia tombs hewn in the
bedrock surface were part of a large group of
tombs that was exposed to their east after the
close of the excavation. According to the glass
finds (see Jackson-Tal, this volume) and bone
objects that were found in T2, they date to the
end of the Roman period and beginning of the
Byzantine period (fourth—fifth centuries CE).
The presence of the cave and double-arcosolia
tombs indicates that the necropolis at H. Zikhrin
extended southeast of the site for a distance of
300 m.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Plan 1. Cave T4 and the double-arcosolia tombs
T1-T3, plan and sections.

Fig. 1. Location map.

Fig. 2. Jars from the pit (L111).

Fig. 3. The monolith in W107 and the opening
in its bottom, looking east.

Fig. 4. Pottery from the standing pit (L101,
L116).

Fig. 5. A bronze handle (1) and a button/spindle
(2) from the standing pit (L101, L116).

Fig. 6. Pottery from L113.

Fig. 7. The lamps from L113.

Fig. 8. The metal objects (1-7), bead (8) and
flint implement (9) from L113.

Fig. 9. Pottery from the area south of the
opening to the cave (L100).

Fig. 10. Flint implements from the area south of
the opening to the cave (L100).

Fig. 11. Bone hairpins from Tomb T2.
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