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CoOINS FROM THE HELLENISTIC—BYZANTINE-PERIOD RURAL
SETTLEMENT AT EL-KHIRBA, SHOHAM

DoNALD T. ARIEL

INTRODUCTION

A total of 208 coins were found during the excavations at el-Khirba, Shoham (see Sion, this
volume), 34 of which were unidentifiable. The remaining 174 coins are presented below
(see Catalogue; Fig. 1). All but three of the 208 coins (Nos. 45—47, which are silver-plated)
are bronze.! For information on the coins arranged by locus, and including quantities and
dates, see Appendix 1.

The numismatic profile of the Shoham assemblage conforms to the tripartite chronological
division of the site as established by the excavator: the Hellenistic, Roman and Byzantine
periods; the earliest coin (No. 1) dates from 298 or 297 BCE, while the latest (No. 140) was
struck between 402 and 408 CE. The coins are presented and discussed chronologically.

THE COINS

The Hellenistic Period (Strata I11-11a)
Building B in Area B was dated to before the Hasmonean period based on the ceramics
(see Rapuano, this volume). In this area, three of the five Ptolemaic coins (Nos. 1, 3 and 4)
and one of the earliest Seleucid coins (No. 6) were found. However, in L1007, one of the
Ptolemy II coins (No. 4) was found together with a coin struck by an unclear Hasmonean
ruler (No. 22). Thus, although a strict stratigraphical argument cannot be made, there appears
to have been an early occupation phase represented by the building or by the bedrock-hewn
installation within it. This is interesting as so few sealed third-century BCE contexts have
been unearthed in the region.

The number of Ptolemaic coins from el-Khirba, Shoham, appears to be high relative to
the many unpublished coin assemblages from sites in the vicinity of this dig, e.g., hundreds

' The coins were cleaned by Raisa Vinitzky in the TAA laboratories, and photographed by Clara Amit of the
IAA photography studio.
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Fig. 1. Selected coins from Shoham.
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Fig. 1. (cont.)

of coins retrieved from nearby Horbat Burnat and other sites in the modern town of Shoham
that are registered in the IAA National Coin Database. Among these, significant numbers
of Seleucid coins were found, some noted in the published reports of Horbat Burnat (Torge
2002:46*) and others, in the excavations conducted before the paving of the Shoham bypass
road (Bijovsky 1994-1999:41, n. 13; Dahari and Ad 2000:56*; SC 11:182, under No. 1679).
The many Seleucid coins contrast with the low number of Ptolemaic coins in those sites.

At the other end of the Hellenistic period, the coins from all the sites attest to a
chronological continuity into the Hasmonean rule. A Jerusalem-minted bronze of Antiochus
VII (No. 11) is exemplary of this transition; such coins were found in two unpublished
assemblages from neighboring sites: seven at Horbat Burnat and one each at Shoham bypass
road and Shoham “Neighborhood 44”.

The Roman Period (Strata 11b—c)

Both phases of the Roman period described by the excavator are reflected in the coins:
twenty-four coins date to the Early Roman period, from Hasmonean rule through the end of
the First Jewish Revolt (Nos. 12-35). No anomalies in their internal numerical distribution
were discerned. Thus, from the coins it would appear that the Early Roman phase was
uninterrupted.

The post-70 CE Roman-period phase is represented by nine coins (Nos. 36—44), four
of which derive from Caesarea (Nos. 36, 39, 40, 44), the dominant mint at the time for the
central coastal region (Bijovsky 2004:251). A parallel for the earliest two coins (Nos. 36,
37), of Hadrian, was found in the Shoham bypass road excavations, but although struck by
the same emperor, the coin is not of the same type.

It is interesting that besides Caesarea, the only two other mints represented are from
Transjordan: Petra (No. 37) and Canatha (No. 38). Petra coins struck by Hadrian—the
emperor who struck Shoham Coin No. 37—have only been found in two other sites north of
the Negev: Jerusalem (Baramki 1932:7) and Mishmar Ha-‘Emeq (unpublished; information
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from the IAA National Coin Database). Another 18 coins from that mint were struck by later
emperors (e.g., Bunnell 1937:45, No. G50; Strange, Longstaff and Groh 2006:120; both
from Sepphoris). Thus, these Petra-minted coins are not particularly rare, even in the north
of the country.

Coins minted in Canatha, however, are rare. One was found in Masada (Meshorer
1989:125, No. 3812 [Claudius]) and another, in Rehovot (Donceel 2007:138, Group
IV.48 [Domitian]). The remainder, including Coin No. 38 from Shoham, were struck by
Commodus and found in nearby Lod (Bijovsky 2004:251), Ashqgelon (Donceel 2007:261,
n. 363), Jerusalem (unpublished) and Qazrin (unpublished).

Another coin of interest is No. 42, which depicts an unidentified quadriped facing right.
This does not appear to be a so-called minima of Caesarea, although the high numbers of
Caesarea coins would otherwise point in that direction.

None of the nine Roman provincial coins from Shoham date from before the reign
of Hadrian. These nine coins, dating from Hadrian through possibly Trajan Decius, are,
however, too few to determine whether the site was occupied before, or affected by, the Bar
Kokhba Revolt.

The Byzantine Period (Stratum I)

Building E in Area B was constructed after a gap in the occupation of the site. Two loci below
the floor level (L1012 and L1018), albeit not strictly sealed, yielded 13 identified coins. Apart
from one coin (No. 142), whose date is not definite, the latest coins were minted no later than
351-361 CE (Nos. 92, 93, 95, 97, 100). The overall profile of the coins from the excavation,
however, suggests that this dating should not be extended to all the buildings of the Byzantine
period, as a not insignificant number of coins dating from the last third of the third century
and first third of the fourth century attest that occupation at the site commenced well before
the beginning of the second half of the fourth century CE. In fact, in Area C, the winepress is
dated by coin No. 67 (337-341 CE), which was found sealed under a mosaic floor.

The coins from Building H in Area B provide evidence for the extensive use of the
building in the Byzantine period, as well as dates for bedrock-level floors (L1253, L1287,
1288 in Wing B and L1290 in Wing A of this building). The latest well-dated coins found
on those floors date between 383 and 395 CE (Nos. 127, 129, 133 and 138[?]); these coins
are among the latest coins found at the site. Only two coins from Area B are of a later date:
No. 139 (395408 CE), from L1066 in Building G, and No. 140 (402—408 CE), from L1022
in Building E in Area B.

In the nearby Shoham bypass road excavations, Bijovsky argued that although many
fourth-century CE coins were found, other artifactual evidence corroborating that date was
absent. She raised the possiblility that those fourth-century coins were brought to the site
only in the fifth century. The finds of both fourth-century ceramics and coins at Shoham
el-Khirba suggest that, as has often been stated, “the absence of evidence is not evidence of
absence,” and that the dating of the Shoham bypass road site may follow the dating of the
Shoham el-Khirba excavations.
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COINS FROM EL-KHIRBA, SHOHAM

APPENDIX 1. The coins from el-Khirba, Shoham, arranged by locus
(coins marked with an asterisk appear in Fig. 1)
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Locus/Wall N Date (CE) Cat. Total Locus/Wall N Date (CE) Cat. Total
No. No.
501 1 125-37 BCE | 21 1 2 351-361 97,
502 1 173/172-168 | 8 1 100
BCE 1 2ndhalfof 142
503 1 3ddec 5 1 4thc.
506 1 351-361 96 1 Unidentified
523 1 After 80/79 | 14 2 1019 1 249-251 40 2
BCE 1 314315 54
1312 29 1021 1 | 383-395 132 3
530 1 173/172-168 | 9 2 2 Unidentified
BCE 1022 1 | 104-80/79 12 3
1335337 64* BCE
541 1 337-341 67 1 1 402-408 140
1000 1 222-235 39% 1 1 4the. 150
1001 1 | 4the. 156 |1 1027 1 393-395 137 1
1002 1 | 4the. 149 |1 1028 1 4the. 151 1
1003 1 | 364375 115 1 1030 1 276282 473
1004 1 17/18-24/25 | 27 2 1 351354 82
1| 341-346 75 1 Unidentified
1005 1 | 2980r297 1* 1 1031 1 117-138 37 4
BCE 1 383392 121
1007 1 285-246 4% 2 1 4th c. 163
BCE 1 Unidentified
1 |125-37BCE |22 1032 1 355-360 83* 4
1008 1 Unidentified 1 355-361 87
1009 1| 383392 1o |2 L | 3512361 94
1 Unidentified 1 383-395 120
1010 1| 222-187 6 2 1033 I Unidentified 1
BCE 1034 1 355361 89 1
1 |dthe. 162 1037 1 383-395 134 3
1012 1 | 313-315 50 7 T ame. 164
1 |330-335 38 | Unidentified
2 | 337341 65, 69 1038 1 132/131- 1 11
351361 92— 131/130 BCE
93,95 1 2425 26
1013 1 | After80/79 | 13 1 1 Ist3rd o, 5
BCE 1 253-254 45%
1014 1 351-354 79 1 T 337341 6
1018 1317 51 7 | 341345 72,74
1| 321-323 57
1 351361 105
! 335337 63 3 Unidentified




78

DoNALD T. ARIEL

APPENDIX 1. (cont.)
Locus/Wall | N Date (CE) Cat. | Total Locus/Wall |N | Date (CE) Cat.  Total
No. No.
1039 1 58/59 32 2 1083 1 222-187 7% 6
1 383 117 BCE
1040 1 104-76 BCE | 19* 5 2 351-361 103,
1 4BCE-6CE |25 106
1 177-192 38% 1 364-375 116
1 330-335 59 1 4th c. 161
1 351-361 102 1 Unidentified
1043 1 314-315 53 3 1084 1 364-375 114 1
1 337-341 66 1086 1 330-335 60 2
1 Unidentified 1 Unidentified
1044 1 4th c. 165 2 1090 1 Unidentified 1
1 Unidentified 1091 1 4th c. 154 2
1048 1| Ist-3rdc. 4% 1 1| Unidentified
1050 1 173/172-168 10 4 1096 1 285-246 3 1
BCE BCE
2 4th c. 145, 1097 1 4thc. 147 1
166 1201 1 4th c. 152 1
1 Unidentified 1220 1 402-408 141 1
1055 1 125-37BCE | 23 1 1223 1 355-361 90 3
1057 1 351-361 98 1 383-395 128
1060 1 104-76 BCE | 20 2 1 4th c. 157
1 58/59 33 1227 1 383-395 135 1
1061 1 Unidentified 1 1228 1 364-375 111 1
1062 1 After 80/79 15 2 1230 1 67/8 35 3
BCE 1 3163177 55
1 Ist-2nd c. 41* 1 351-354 80
1066 1 324-346 77 12 1241 1 341-346 73% 1
1 364-375 107 1245 1 383-395 125
1 383-392 124 1252 1 341-346 70 2
3 383-395 122, 1 383-392 123
130- 1253 1 After80/79 17 17
131 BCE
1 395408 139 1 41/42 30
5 4th c. 143, 1 316-317 56%
izg: 1 355-361 85
167, 1 351-361 99
168 2 364-375 109,
1067 1 58/59 M3 13
1 350_354 78% 1 383-395 127
1 Unidentified ! dth c. 144
1070 I Unidentified 1 8 | Unidentified
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APPENDIX 1. (cont.)
Locus/Wall N Date (CE) Cat. Total Locus/Wall N Date (CE) Cat. Total
No. No.
1254 1 313-314 52 1 1292 1 351-361 101 1
1259 1 330-335 61* |2 1296 1 351-361 91 2
1 383-395 126 1 364375 110
1261 1 285-246 2 1890 1 355361 88 1
1 305306 48 2 1253/3 2 355361 84,86 2
1269 1 330335 62 W132-1 1 276282 46 1
1 383392 118 W203 1 | After80/79 16 1
1 388-394 136 3 BCE
1270 1 341-346 76 w211 1 After 80/79 18 1
2 dthe. 158, 3 BCE
169 W232-2 1 251253 44% 1
1277 1 Unidentified 1 Surface 1 4th c. 174 8
1287 1 383-395 129 1 37-4 BCE 24
1 4thc. 171 1 29/30 28
1 Unidentified 3 1 41/42 31
1288 1 364375 112 1 117-138 36*
1 393-395 2 138 3 | 4the 153,
2 4the. 148, 155,
170 173
1 4th—5th c. 159 5 Unstratified 1 308-309 49%* 3
1290 1 341-346 71 1 ] 351-354 81
1 364375 108 1 351-361 104
1 383-395 133 Total 208
1 Unidentified 4
1291 1 4the. 172
1 Unidentified 2
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