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TEL BAROM

EMMANUEL DAMATI
(Pp. 63-81)

Tel Barom (map ref. NIG 25440/79215; OIG
20440/29215; Figs. 1, 2) is located northeast
of Qiryat Shemona. Two salvage excavations
were conducted at the site: the first in 1966,
directed by Micha (Mike) Livneh (Permit No.
A-97), and the second, in 1998, directed by the
author (Permit No. A-2858). In both seasons
three areas were excavated (Fig. 3). Building
remains were discovered from three strata
dating to the Roman, Byzantine and Mamluk
periods. However, the ceramic finds that were
retrieved at the site date from the Hellenistic to
the Mamluk periods (Figs. 12—18).

The meager remains from the Roman period
were founded on bedrock (Plan 1). Among
them are terrace walls that were used to shape
the sloped topography of the site. The Byzantine
period is represented by part of a residential
building and a large olive oil press. (Plans 1-3;
Figs. 4-9). A few walls and two ovens constitute
the scant remains dating to the Mamluk period
(Plans 2, 3; Figs. 10, 11).

In conclusion, Tel Barom was first occupied
in the Seleucid period in the second century
BCE and continued into the Early Roman
period until the second century CE, after which
it was abandoned. Following a hiatus of ¢. 200
years, the site was reoccupied at the beginning
of the Byzantine period by a settlement of an
agricultural (industrial?) type. Very few pottery
sherds were found that date to the Early Islamic
period. These sherds probably signify the final
phase of the rich and well-established Byzantine
settlement. The settlement was once again
abandoned, this time for a longer period of c. 400
years. New settlers with a meager architectural
and material culture inhabited the site during the
Mamluk period. The settlement ceased to exist
toward the end of the fourteenth century CE.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Location map.
Fig. 2. Tel Barom, looking northeast.
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Fig. 3. Tel Barom, the excavation areas from
the 1966 and 1998 seasons.

Fig. 4. Area C, 1998 season, looking northeast.
Plan 1. Plan of Area A, 1966 season.

Fig. 5. Locus 22, W201, looking east.

Plan 2. Plan of Area B, 1966 season.

Fig. 6. Locus 44, a crushing basin and an
extractor, looking west.

Fig. 7. Loci 43 and 44, a crushing basin and an
extractor with a vat, looking south.

Plan 3. Plan of Area C, 1998 season.

Fig. 8. Locus 111, looking east.

Fig. 9. Locus 111, millstones, looking south.

Fig. 10. Locus 51, a crushing basin and a Mamluk
wall (W252) built inside it, looking south.

Fig. 11. Locus 102, stone foundation for an
oven, looking east.

Fig. 12. Hellenistic and Early Roman pottery.
Fig. 13. Finds from the Late Roman and
Byzantine periods.

Fig. 14. Byzantine pottery.

Fig. 15. Byzantine pottery.

Fig. 16. Early Islamic, Crusader and Mamluk
pottery.

Fig. 17. Mamluk finds (1-4) and an MB 1I
arrowhead (5).
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