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BUILDINGS OF THE PERSIAN, HELLENISTIC AND EARLY ROMAN PERIODS
AT KHIRBAT KABAR, IN THE NORTHERN HEBRON HILLS

YUVAL BARUCH
(PP. 49%_71%)

Khirbat Kabar is situated on an elevated spur
in the southern part of the town of Beit Jala
(NIG 2165/6232; OIG 1665/1232; Fig. 1). It
overlooks the southern outskirts of Bethlehem
and Solomon’s Pools.

The site was surveyed in the 1968 Emergency
Survey, during which it was determined that it
extended over c. 5 dunams (c. 1.2 acres). The
main architectural features defined then were
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a series of ‘fortresses’, dated to the Persian,
Roman and Byzantine periods.

In 1994 and 1995 salvage excavations were
conducted by the author north and south of
these ‘fortresses’, on behalf of the Staff Officer
of Archaeology in Judea and Samaria, due to
construction works carried out there.

The Northern Structure

Situated c. 200 m north of the ‘fortresses’ this
badly-preserved, apparently single structure
(Plan 1; Fig. 3) was connected to the ‘fortresses’
by a road flanked by large stones (Fig. 2). It
was badly damaged by stone robbing and by
the construction of a lime kiln over its eastern
part. The remains reveal vestiges of seven
rooms situated south and east of a larger space,
probably a courtyard (Fig. 4). The walls were
constructed of two faces of fieldstones directly
on bedrock, without foundation trenches.
Remains of lime-plaster floors were uncovered
in Rooms A, B, C, D, as well as in the courtyard.
A well-preserved wall (Fig. 5), observed on the
surface ¢. 30 m south of this structure may in
fact belong to it and mark its southern limit. No
stratigraphic development was observed in the
building, but the pottery indicates that it was in
use for several centuries.

The pottery uncovered comprises chiefly
potsherds, retrieved mainly from the debris
overlying the building, except for one first-
century BCE jar (Fig. 7:12) uncovered in
situ in a depression in the bedrock (L118).
The potsherds of all periods were mixed, and
included cooking vessels, storage jars, jugs
and juglets, stands and oil lamps. Bowls are
conspicuously absent, with the exception of
one fragment.

The pottery dates to the Persian period (Fig.
6) and (chiefly) to the Hellenistic/Early Roman
period (Fig. 7). In addition, some chalk vessels
were found, which are typical of the Second
Temple period (Fig. 8). No artifact is dated later
than the Early Roman period.

As no finds whatsoever were uncovered
under the building’s floor, its construction date
is impossible to pinpoint. Generally, the pottery

indicates that it was inhabited from the Persian
period to the first century BCE.

The Southern Structure

This structure (Figs. 9, 10; Plan 2) is situated
100 m south of the ‘fortresses’ uncovered in the
survey. About 13 m east of it and 10 m to its
north two cisterns are situated. This building
too had been damaged and its complete plan
could not be traced. Two rooms survived (A,
B), the entrances of which face eastward,
apparently opening unto a courtyard (D),
situated at a slightly lower level. South of this
courtyard were the remains of a third space (C),
whose extent is indeterminable. The walls were
constructed of medium-sized fieldstones, with
smaller stones in between, directly on bedrock,
with no foundation trenches. In several places,
traces of gray plaster were evident on the inner
faces of the walls. The floors were composed of
beaten earth, laid on a bedding of small stones.
In several spots within the courtyard, remains
of gray-brown plaster were traced on bedrock;
in its southern part a plastered conic rock-cut
installation was situated (L403), and about 3 m
east of it—a (cracked) rectangular stone with a
rounded opening in its center, probably a door
socket (Fig. 11). Other than one alteration (in
W14, which was widened by the later addition
of W18), no architectural development was
observed.

On the floor of Room A (L101), about 0.2—0.5
m under the surface, many storage-jar sherds
were uncovered, seemingly in situ (they were
not restored). On two of them, apparently of the
same jar, Aramean letters were incised before
firing, apparently 7 > 7 on one fragment (Fig.
17) and % on the other (Fig. 18). It seems that
this room served for storage. Alongside these
jars an Achaemenid-style conical glass seal was
unearthed, depicting a hero or ruler holding
flanking lions (Fig. 19). In room B, on the
other hand, the ceramic assemblage was more
variegated.

The pottery, uncovered both below and
above the building’s floors (Figs. 12-16), the
inscription and the seal indicate that the building
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was constructed and used in the Persian period,
but no finer chronological resolution is possible
beyond that. There are no signs of violent
destruction and the reason for abandonment is
unclear. This building, and probably also the
one excavated north of the ‘fortresses’ may
have had some administrative/storage function
associated with the large structures surveyed at
Kh. Kabar.

Rock-Cut Tombs

Three tombs were uncovered in proximity to
the southern structure: Tombs 1 and 2 (Plans
3-5; Figs. 21, 22) about 15 m east of it, and
Tomb 3 about 40 m to its west, downhill (the
latter was not excavated). Their plans are
uniform: a small forecourt leads through a small
opening placed within a rectangular recess to
a rectangular burial chamber, provided with a
central standing-pit and rock-cut repositories of
various shapes cut into the floors. This type of
tomb is well known from Iron Age Judea, but
it is known to continue in the Persian period.
The tombs were found empty, other than three
Attic black-slipped sherds in Tomb 2 (Fig. 23),
which may indicate that all three of them date
to the Persian period and are associated with
the southern structure.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS:

Fig. 1. Location map with main Persian-period
sites in the vicinity of Kh. Kabar. The roads
indicated are modern ones.

Fig. 2. Road leading northward from the
northern structure.

Fig. 3. Northern structure. W101, looking west.
Plan 1. Plan of the northern structure.

Fig. 4. Northern structure. The cistern in the
courtyard, looking north.

Fig. 5. Northern structure. Segment of the wall
south of the excavation area.

Fig. 6. Northern structure. Pottery of the Persian
period.

Fig. 7. Northern structure. Pottery of the
Hellenistic/Early Roman periods.

Fig. 8. Northern structure. Chalk vessels.

Fig. 9. Southern structure. General view to the
west, with the el-Khadr valley in background.
Fig. 10. Southern structure. General view to the
south.

Plan 2. Plan of the southern structure.

Fig. 11. Southern structure. Stone (socket?) in
courtyard.

Fig. 12. Southern structure. Persian-period
mortaria and bowls.

Fig. 13. Southern structure. Persian-period
cooking pots.

Fig. 14. Southern structure. Persian-period
storage jars.

Fig. 15. Southern structure. Incised and
decorated storage-jars body sherds.

Fig. 16. Southern structure. Persian-period
pottery.

Fig. 17. Southern structure. Incised letters on
storage-jar fragments from Room A.

Fig. 18. Southern structure. Incised letter on
storage-jar fragment from Room A.

Fig. 19. Southern structure. Conical glass seal
from Room A.

Fig. 20. Southern structure. Flint sickle blade.
Plan 3. Plan of Tombs 1 and 2 and adjacent
walls.

Fig. 21. Tomb 1 and W30, W31, looking west.
Plan 4. Tomb 1, plan and section.

Plan 5. Tomb 2, plan and section.

Fig 22. Tomb 2, looking west.

Fig. 23. Tomb 2: Attic ware.
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