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A MIDDLE BRONZE AGE TOMB AT KIBBUTZ MA‘ALE HA-HAMISHA

YITZHAK MEITLIS
(PP. 15%-20%)

In 1949, several tombs were unearthed in
Kibbutz Ma‘aleé Ha-Hamisha (map ref. NIG
2100-10/6360-70, OIG 1600-10/1360-70)
during the digging of a water reservoir. Most
of the tombs, hewn in soft hawwar, were
demolished, and only a few pottery vessels were
recovered. One of the tombs, an elongated cist
grave (max. length c. 2.45 m, depth c. 1.2 m)
dating to MB I, included the bones of three
to four individuals, as well as pottery vessels
(Fig. 1) and metal artifacts (Fig. 2). The tomb is
not far from the biblical tell of Qiryat Ye‘arim,
in which remains from the Bronze and Iron
Ages were found.

The pottery vessels (Fig. 1), some of them
complete, are mostly dated to MB 11B, although
some are characteristic of MB 1IA (e.g., Fig.

1:3, 18). Hence, the tomb was probably hewn
between these two periods. Three findings are
worth mentioning: a Tell al-Yahudiya juglet
(Fig. 1:19) with a non-frequent pattern; a rare,
two-handled amphoriskos (Fig. 1:20); and a
dagger (Fig. 2:3) made of arsenic copper.

The finds from Ma‘alé Ha-Hamisha
correspond well, both typologically and
geographically, to the finds from the tombs at
Moza. This points to possible cultural contacts
between the two sites, although the tombs at
Moza are a bit earlier in date.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Pottery.
Fig. 2. Metal artifacts.
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